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Town Revenues
  As we hear about NY State fiscal woes, which will be transferred down to the counties and Towns, the Town of Stanford finances are in good shape.  Looking at our revenues, of course property taxes are our largest source amounting to about 64% of our total annual revenues. Court revenues are about 9% of our estimated revenues, then your mortgage taxes are estimated to be 7 1/2% and sales taxes are estimated to be 6%. Some smaller revenue items are Transfer Station at 4% and Chips (State Aid for Highway) at 4%.  The remaining sources of revenue are all at 1% or less, including Park and Recreation Fees, Building Permits, Interest, Cablevision, NY State Revenue Sharing and Real Property tax penalties.  Clerk’s fees, Dog licenses, Research fees, and other fees/permits, are all very minor revenue sources.  Our estimated $160,000.00 revenues for mortgage taxes should be realized this year as well as our $125,000.00 from sales taxes.  We anticipated $200,000.00 in net court revenues and have realized approximately $159,000.00 at of the end of July.  The NY State Troopers will still not be allowed overtime to defend their tickets in court, so the need for our Special Prosecutor will continue.  This will increase our court expenses, much more than we anticipated, for this year.  As I read the headlines in the newspapers the only State aid that might be in jeopardy would be the revenue sharing, approximately $11,000.00.  All of this makes next year budget process more and more difficult.
Assistance for Senior Citizens
  At last month’s Board meeting the subject of this winter and the high cost of heating oil was discussed.  I did some research and found that assistance is available through the DC Office of the Aging. HEAP or Home Energy Assistance Program is funded by NY State and DC Dept. of Social Services.  Applications need to be filled out and by calling 845-486-2555 the details can be obtained. There is also an emergency program available at the same telephone number.  Some restrictions apply for these two programs.
  Another related program, called WRAP, which stands for Weatherization Referral and Packaging Program.  This is designed to help Senior Citizens with energy related problems or needs, i.e. weatherization and other energy troubles.  The same phone number 486-2555, is the place to call.  As relatives and good neighbors we should be mindful of our neighbors, especially during these difficult times and through the winter. 

Community Day
  September 13th, The Stanford Grange is hosting their 50th Annual Community Day.  Everybody and every organization is involved with this event. Congratulations to the Grange!

