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· On March 31st, I attended a breakfast meeting at the Dutchess Land Conservancy in Millbrook.  They sponsor a breakfast each year and feature a speaker on topics of importance to Towns.  This year’s topic was Water Quality and Availability and Hydro geologist Russell Urban-Mead was the guest speaker.  He stated that we are fortunate in Dutchess County to have abundant ground water, but cautioned us about not taking it for granted, both quantity and quality.  In some parts of the county, ground water is being used faster than it is being recharged.  Back in the 1990’s the Town and Dutchess County did a ground water study for our Town (maps on the wall in the Town Board meeting room) and the study is still being used today.
· I have met with the CAC a couple of times and we have discussed the 19 acres on Salt Point Turnpike that belongs to the Town. It’s called Stanford Wildlife Preserve and acreage on the west side of the Wappingers Creek is wetlands and in the federal wetland reserve program.  The east side of the creek is two small fields which we have applied for Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program. The paper work is on going with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Department.   It will be a feather in our Town’s Cap to have this land in these two important programs. 
· At the March Dutchess County Supervisors and Mayors meeting our guest speaker talked about the importance of providing EMT and ambulance service twenty four hours a day, seven days a week.  Last year, I had met several times with the Supervisors for Amenia, Northeast, Pine Plains, and Washington and we almost got something in place to share one or two ambulances with EMT’s on board.  I will continue working on this as, during the daytime hours our response time is often slow (in almost every Town).  We do have back up from other rescue squads and we have a handshake deal with Northern Dutchess. But they are getting busier and the Towns in North East Dutchess all need to plan for the future.
· The bids for our Town Hall addition are out and we are growing closer to getting the much needed extra space.  The one half million dollars that the Town Board set aside has earned about $35,000.00 in interest which has covered the cost of our architect, soil studies and other tests.  This addition is much less expensive then the other idea we have been hearing about. A new Town Hall would cost approximately $6 Million dollars and would add to our taxpayers bills for several years.

· Several years ago the Town Board looked into a new highway Garage and had an engineer draw plans.  The estimated cost was $3 million dollars. Three Million dollars over a 20 year time frame would cost our taxpayers too much in a time with other costs increasing (i.e. school taxes, heating fuel, gas, etc.) So the project is on hold temporarily.  The Town Board has spent over $79,000.00 on improvements to bring the Highway Garage up to State/Federal codes (for Safety & Health).  During the years 2004-2007 we also spent over $400,000.00 on trucks and equipment for the Highway Department.  The majority of the garage improvements and equipment purchases were not budgeted but paid for out of unexpended funds.  Therefore, we didn’t have to raise taxes for these items.
