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TOWN OF STANFORD

Phone 845-868-1310                             OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR              (Fax) 845-868-1155
Supervisors Report
June 2008
Seniors 

I have attended several meetings recently dealing with services to our senior population.  The Office of the Aging met with Town Supervisors and other senior care providers and the number one challenge identified was transportation.  The County Loop Bus system only travels on the main roads and not frequently enough.  The county Dial-A-Ride system does not operate after 5pm and can not go into Connecticut where many of our seniors go to doctors or the Hospital.  In the 2009 Budget cycle we need to discuss if we are reaching the seniors in need and not just the more mobile ones.

Special Prosecutor
Our Special Prosecutor system seems to be working out well thanks to Bill Bogle Esq.  The Court clerks are working out the scheduling and our N.Y. State Troopers are working with us.  Time and costs will tell if this effort is successful.
Attlebury School House
Recently, interested parties in the Attlebury School House met to discuss the future of our historic, one room school house.  The building is owned by the Pine Plains Central School District, the land under the building is owned by the District and Rocky Reef Farm.  The building is in need of repairs and we all wished that it was used more by school classes, Historical Societies and others.  Another meeting will be held soon to continue these discussions.  Our Stanford Historical Society would like the building moved to the Recreation area but the group didn’t agree to that just yet.
Well Water Test
The county has just completed phase one of their private well water testing program.  There are an estimated 30,665 private wells in the county and 125 wells were randomly tested in Phase 1.  In the Town of Stanford we have an estimated 1,158 private wells (the County’s estimate) and 5 were tested.  The good news is that none of our 5 wells tested had organic compounds above the NYS Safe Drinking Water Standards, but they did find coliform bacteria in 2 of the 5 wells.  This bacteria is likely to come from a near by septic system.  This County well water testing will continue, but in the meantime folks should test their own well if they are concerned about water quality.  At this time I don’t feel the Town of Stanford should have a mandatory private well water testing law.
Facts about the New Town Hall Addition

This addition was approved by prior Town Boards; money was set aside for this addition.  This addition will not raise taxes, and the saving is a result of good financial planning.
Plans are available on the website or in the Building Inspectors office.  

Construction has started on our new Town Hall addition.  We are adding 24 feet to the North side of the building to meet space requirements and State codes for our court.  Here are some of the details:
24 feet x72 feet = 1,728 sq. ft. ground floor

                             1,728 sq. ft. full basement

                             3,456 sq. ft. total

Bids accepted unanimously by the Town Board in May 2008 were:

  General Construction contract
  $508,000.00

  Mechanical/Plumbing contract      71,850.00

  Electrical contract                         59,900.00

Total



  $639,750.00

The Town Board approved a Capital Project Fund not to exceed $800,000.00.  That would put the maximum construction cost a $231.00 per square foot. 

Two NYS laws, the Wicks Law and Prevailing Wage Law added 30% to 50% to our cost of construction.  

Meeting Rules
I am proposing some rules and guidelines for All Board’s and Committee meetings that meet in Town Hall.  This puts in writing the rules and procedures to be followed at meeting and notifies everyone to that effect.  I am asking that the Town Board approved this on 6/9/08.
