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The Northern Dutchess Alliance held a forum last week in Hyde Park about Property Tax Reform. I was asked to speak from the Town Supervisor perspective but didn’t have much time to speak.  The three major speakers were form Tax reform committees and think tanks that have been talking about property tax reform for years and still not much has been done.  NY State residents pay about $1775.00 property taxes per person/year ranking us 4th highest in the nation.  These speakers talked about Tax caps, circuit breakers and other reforms.  In the meantime our property taxes are still going up. In the Town of Stanford our school taxes are about 69% of the total property tax bill with 18% being county taxes and 13 % being Town, which includes Fire District, Library District and Light District taxes. Our Town property tax bill has only gone up about two and a half percent total over the past two years.  The biggest increase has been in our school taxes that’s what this State needs to work on.
I am still looking into a prosecutor for our courts to prosecute NYS Trooper tickets when they don’t show up to defend them.  I believe we are close to an agreement to hire our Attorney for the town, Bill Bogle and some of the lawyers in the firm of Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea, LLC. A prosecutor is being used in a few towns in Dutchess County and with proper scheduling we should be able to get enough money in tickets to off set the cost. 
I attended the NYS Association of Towns meeting in Mid February, in NY City, I took several classes on topics pertaining to Town Supervisors/Boards, assessors/ tax collectors, town clerks, insurance issues and others.  The first day was devoted to listening to a State commission appointed by Gov. Spitzer on lowering property taxes.  The Association of towns hired a consultant to look at the recommendations of this commission.   Needless to say, the two sides are far apart as the Commission wants to consolidate town, villages, and special districts (re: fire, library, water, sewer, light, etc). Once again it becomes obvious to the town supervisors and town board members in attendance, that school taxes were the main reason for high local taxes.
I attended a one day conference in Saratoga sponsored by the American Farmland Trust. The topic was how to keep farms in business by farm friendly zoning codes.  I am sharing all this info with the Codes Committee. 

The all Boards meeting now rescheduled for April 14th will have 2 topics which should be of interest to all of our Boards and Committees. We will have updates from the Wappingers Creek Watershed Intermunicipal Council (Town of Stanford is a member) and what actions are being taken to ensure the water quality.
The Northern Dutchess Alliance, of which our Town is a member, has developed a “Blueprint” for Northern Dutchess (7 Towns & 3 Villages). We will learn about the potential future for these municipalities. 

