TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12th, 2007 MEETING

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, April 12th, 2007.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and requested a moment of silence to reflect on our troops still in harm’s way.

Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader – present




Joyce Hadden – present




Dennis Pryzgoda – absent



Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance were Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith, Assessor Steve Gotovich and Highway Superintendent Jim Myers.
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT # 4 of 2007 AND PLANNING BOARD ESCROW ABSTRACT #4P OF 2007: The April 2007 Abstract of Claims and the April 2007 Planning Board Escrow Abstract were approved for payment on the motion of Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, as follows: General Fund: check numbers 17762-17816 (checks 17760 and 17767-JC Fund, 17761-Void), in the amount of $45,181.00; Highway Fund: check numbers 17817-17847, in the amount of $35,835.85; Stanfordville/Bangall Light district, check #17848, in the amount of $482.90; and C.D. Block Grant, check #17849, in the amount of $50.50.  Grand total of Abstract #4 of ’07: $81,550.25.  Planning Board Escrow Abstract #4 of 2007 included check numbers 508-510, in the amount of $944.50.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the March 8th, 2007 meeting were to be changed as follows: the March 2007 Planning Board Escrow Abstract total was to read $6,460.25 to correct a bookkeeping error, and the description of the Hall variance was deleted to correct the Z.B.A. liaison report of Councilwoman Stern.  A motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to approve the Minutes as corrected, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

The Minutes of the April 26th, 2007 Special Meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
LIAISON REPORTS: Councilwoman Stern reported from the recent Pine Plains School Board meeting, held at the Cold Spring School: the bus drivers were commended for their safe transport of school children during the last recent snow storm, even though there was one minor bus accident with no injuries; the Board praised the recent presentation of “Beauty and the Beast;” the budget was increasing by 5.9% as State funding was down, but the sports equipment bond would be on the ballot.  The next meeting would be on April 18th.  Supervisor Tetor added that he was concerned that the new budget could increase local taxes by 12%, but Assessor Gotovich said that rates have not yet been set. 

Councilwoman Stern also reported on the recent Zoning Board of Appeals meeting: a variance for the McCarthy property on Bockmill will be the subject of a May 9th public hearing, and a special meeting has been set for April 24th for the Waterlands project to obtain a DEC permit due to proximity to wetlands.  A variance is being sought for the Fishwick property to put a roof over an existing porch, as well as the Armstrong request to build a large fence on the edge of their Conklin Hill property.  The Armstrong request will be put off until May in order to have the owner respond to Dutchess County Planning’s negative response.


Councilman Cadwallader reported that the Highway Department was fine, and the recent C.A.C. meeting covered topics such as the roadside clean-up project, with Trout Unlimited having cleaned up the shores of the Wappingers Creek.  They also stated that they wanted to become more involved with the moratorium discussion meetings.
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Councilwoman Hadden covered matters from the March 28th Planning Board meeting: the Waterlands project was looking for final approval pending the rear depth of lots in accordance with a D.E.C. permit.  She also added that the Health Department gave approval at the prior evening’s ZBA meeting.  RPG would be requesting a new Open Development area approval from the Town Board as they have a new layout, with Dutchess County Planning and the new Town planner, Mr. Wilson, being contacted for responses.  The Ricochet subdivision was being requested to show more building envelopes on their proposed project.     



Supervisor Tetor would be attending a Wappingers Creek Watershed Committee meeting tomorrow with two CAC members, and last week’s Dutchess County Supervisors’ and Mayors’ meeting covered matters regarding ambulance services and the State budget.  The late March meeting of the Northern Dutchess Alliance covered agricultural matters with some State representatives present.  The first quarter Transfer Station figures showed that approximately $21,000 was spent and $23,000 was taken in.  Cablevision had started a long slow process with a bill in the Assembly to have a statewide franchise agreement.  Stanford’s contract ended last year and very little progress had been made to obtain maps that would show promised areas of new cable service.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Andy Lawson asked about the Cable TV contract.

Sue Blouse, chairwoman of the Recreation Commission, gave a Rec. report to the Town Board: they had had a successful Easter Egg hunt on 3/31, Little League Opening Day was slated for this coming Saturday, and they were busy getting the summer program ready for the upcoming season.  Supervisor Tetor thanked Mrs. Blouse, and added that the Town depends on volunteers like her.

PUBLIC HEARING:
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2007: 

TO ENACT A CHAPTER ENTITLED “STREETS, ROADS AND SIDEWALKS”

AND AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 140, ENTITLED “SUBDIVISION OF LANDS” THAT DEAL WITH ROADS, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS


A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the regular meeting and enter into a scheduled Public Hearing for Proposed Local Law #1 of 2007.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
Jan Weido, Church Lane – asked who wrote this proposed law.

Supervisor Tetor – Dave Clouser, along with review from the Town Attorney, the Planning Board and the Highway Superintendent.
Mr. Weido – when a subdivision comes in and the Town takes over the road, how do you differentiate?  Set a standard for the future.

Supervisor Tetor – the Planning Board said changes were needed to the old road “specs.”

Attorney Bogle – the Town has the ability to approve a subdivision without having town roads.  There were no standards before, and this will meet the requirement of Chapter 280A.

Mr. Weido – asked what the standards are for a town road, like Creamery Road?  Wants an example.

Hans Perukel, Bulls Head Road – the Town did not accept roads in a subdivision in the past.  Then went on to describe his proposed project with access roads for school buses, etc.

Mr. Weido – have any roads been built to the current standards?

Supervisor Tetor – not in the last 20 to 30 years.

Atty. Bogle – the Town also has ‘user’ roads, the ‘traveled ways’; whatever was deemed to be in existence at the time.

Mr. Weido – if the Town sets a standard – ‘Project A’ – meets the specs. and accepts; ‘Project B’ also meets the standards, but does not accept.  Wants to know if the same standards will apply to all roads.
Atty. Bogle – went through the steps of a road approval by the Planning Board; but there are also other standards such as for private roads, driveways.  This will give more definitions for the Planning Board.
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Mr. Weido – road accepted as the Planning Board reviews the project?  The Planning Board then asks the Town Board to approve acceptance?

Atty. Bogle – went through the formal acceptance of a road, with a letter of credit; the work is done – then a maintenance period; then it can be accepted through a deed with title insurance; or a developer can build the road first before a subdivision is built or approved.

Andy Lawson, S. Anson Road - What impact does this have on the Scenic roads?
Supervisor Tetor – this has nothing to do with scenic roads, only for new roads.
Bob Wilder, 329 Bangall Amenia Road – does this new law replace the old roads specifications?

Atty. Bogle – this is a comprehensive replacement, and also amends part of the subdivision code.

Mr. Wilder – Had never seen this final draft before, and asked about dead-end roads that are 1500’ or longer.
Atty. Bogle – variances can be applied for but the law does not address specific lengths.

Mr. Wilder – regarding the narrowest of paved roads, the rural residential roads and new private roads, if the current restrictions refer to 1500’ for a dead end, does that remain?  If this new law is adopted, does it refer to the length of a dead end?

Atty. Bogle – other sections in the code could impact the length, or construction such as for fire and safety matters.  The code needs to “mesh” and still be a fluid document.  Can be amended after if required.

Mr. Wilder – you shouldn’t adopt if you’re not sure or if it needs to be amended.

Councilwoman Joyce Hadden – Dave Clouser said your comments were included.

Mr. Perukel – this is not 95% technical standards.  The Town was missing standards before; now width issues are addressed and dead ends.
Mr. Wilder – Chapter 140, section 18: cul-de-sac: has 7% maximum grade and 1500’ in the CR and LR districts.

Atty. Bogle – that would still apply.

Mr. Wilder – now there are private road standards.  Are there other new restrictions?

Atty. Bogle – there are definitions in this new section as that was an interpretation issue.

Supervisor Tetor – referred to a chart on page 15.

Mr. Perukel – before there were no specifications; the old has not been changed.  We’re using the current specs. for private roads.

Mr. Wilder – Chapter 140 §18 has the maximum standards for a cul-de-sac road.

Atty. Bogle – again an interpretation issue.  The RR can have 10% cul-de-sacs.  There might be more changes coming with the subdivision and zoning moratorium committee meetings.  This is a start; the regulations could change.

Mr. Wilder – the goal is to get rid of the existing inconsistencies with the zoning and subdivision ordinances; integrated with no conflicts.

Atty. Bogle – in that section, not all examples can be covered by the laws.  This is design standards and types of roads.  The process is better codified for streets.  As with other areas, what we have may not be perfect; a comprehensive amendment can snowball – starting small now.
Supervisor Tetor – the Planning Board had seven months.


A motion was then made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the Public Hearing and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
  OLD BUSINESS
1. EXEMPTIONS FOR THE DISABLED: Attorney Bogle presented to the Board a definition of ‘disabled’ as per the Office of Real Property Taxes.  A Social Security Administration acknowledgement seems to be the prerequisite.  Sliding scale rates were discussed, with Assessor Gotovich requesting that the Town adopt the same that the Pine Plains School District has.  He believes that only one or two residents would participate, therefore a very minor impact.  Enacting this exemption is too late for this year.  This will be discussed again next month.  
2. HIGHWAY: Hwy. Supt. Myers reported that ‘Highway was fine.’  Supervisor Tetor mentioned the letters from the high school students that had been sent.
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NEW BUSINESS:
1. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2007: Attorney Bogle read the following resolution for the adoption of the Short Form Environmental Assessment Form in order to proceed with the passage of Local Law #1 of 2007:
RESOLUTION #4 of 2007

S.E.Q.R.A. AND ADOPTION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2007

Motion made by: Supervisor David Tetor
Seconded by: Councilwoman Joyce Hadden

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board has promulgated new regulations to add a new chapter entitled “Street, Roads and Sidewalks” and is amending portions of Chapter 140 of the Subdivision of Lands Law, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board has held a public hearing on such Local Law on April 12, 2007, and has referred the matter to the Dutchess County Department of Planning, and the Dutchess County Department of Planning has made a determination that this is a matter of local concern, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board has drafted a Short Form E.A.F. and a proposed Negative Declaration, and completed its SEQRA review,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford that it adopts the Short Form E.A.F. and the Negative Declaration – Notice of Determination of Non-Significance for the aforesaid local law.

Roll Call vote:

Robert Cadwallader - yes




Joyce Hadden – yes




Dennis Pryzgoda – absent 




Virginia Stern – yes




David Tetor – yes

Adopted this 12th day of April, 2007


Attorney Bogle read the following resolution, #5 of 2007:

RESOLUTION #5 OF 2007

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2007
Motion made by: Supervisor David Tetor

Seconded by: Councilman Robert Cadwallader

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board has promulgated new regulations to add a new chapter entitled “Street, Roads and Sidewalks” and is amending portions of Chapter 140 of the Subdivisions of Lands Law, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board has held a public hearing on April 12, 2007 and has referred the matter to the Dutchess County Department of Planning, and the Dutchess County Department of Planning has made a determination that this is a matter of local concern, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed its SEQRA review and made a determination of non-significance, or a Negative Declaration,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford that the Town Board hereby adopts Local Law #1 of 2007 for ‘Streets, Roads and Sidewalks’ as set forth therein.

Roll Cal vote: 

Robert Cadwallader - yes




Joyce Hadden – yes




Dennis Pryzgoda – absent 




Virginia Stern – yes, with the clear understanding that it can be 





   amended, if required




David Tetor – yes

Adopted this 12th day of April, 2007
2. PINE PLAINS SCHOOL DISTRICT REQUEST TO USE TOWN HALL FOR EXTENDED VOTING HOURS: The School District’s approved prior request to use the Town Hall for the annual School Board Election and Budget vote on May 15, 2007 has been changed to reflect an earlier time: from 7 AM to 9 PM for the vote.  This change in the approval for extended voting hours was granted on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert 
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Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Motion carried.
3. LIONS CLUB REQUEST TO USE THE TOWN HALL HILL FOR THE FLEA MARKET: The Lions Club request for their fund-raiser for Saturday, June 9th, 2007 (rain-date Sunday, June 10th) was approved, with the receipt of a certificate of insurance. A  motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to approve their request.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

4. GARDEN CLUB REQUEST TO USE THE LOWER TOWN HALL PARKING LOT FOR A PLANT SALE: The Garden Club requested the use of the lower parking lot for their annual plant sale to be held on Saturday, May 12th, 2007 (rain-date, Saturday, May 19th, 2007) was approved on a motion made by David Tetor, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

5. AWARD SPARC PARK PAINTING/STAINING BID: The Recreation Commission had solicited proposals for the cleaning and staining of SPARC Park.  Six proposals had been received, and on their recommendation, a motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden to award this work to J.P.H. Painting (dba Millennium Painting) for the cost of $2,800.00. Mention was made that the gable ends might need to be done; if the contractor could not do them, the Town will.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
6. ANNOUNCE APRIL AS ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP MONTH: Supervisor Tetor announced that the C.A.C. was again sponsoring the Roadside Clean-Up project for the month of April.  The Wappingers Creek has already been done by Trout Unlimited and the Lions Club, due to scheduling conflicts, will be cleaning up Bulls Head Road on May 5th.  Garbage bags are available in the Town Clerk’s office for anyone else interested in doing their road, the refuse will be accepted free of charge at the Transfer Station.    
7. ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT AVAILABLE IN TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE: The 2006 Annual report has been completed and filed with the Office of the State Comptroller, with copies available in the Town Clerk’s office.
8. RESOLUTION TO FILM TOWN BOARD MEETINGS: Councilwoman Stern again presented a resolution to the Town Board to have the meetings taped and sent to Cablevision.  Mrs. Stern stated that a volunteer has already offered a camcorder and tripod to use. Discussion followed regarding “disclaimers,” the cost of tapes, etc., volunteers, the Town’s not having the resources to duplicate the tapes, storage, retention, mailing, etc.  After further discussion, Mrs. Stern will get the figures needed for next month in order to come up with a dollar amounts so that these expenses can be covered in the budget.  Mrs. Stern and Mr. Tetor will work on this matter, and a vote could be next month.

9. DUTCHESS LAND CONSERVANCY BREAKFAST: A reservation for three was made for Supervisor Tetor and CAC members Russ Grow and Charlie Shaw for this April 23rd, 2007 breakfast meeting.

10. EMERGENCY SERVICES MEETING IN AMENIA: The Town of Amenia is hosting a meeting for the northern Dutchess towns of Pine Plains, Stanford, North East and Washington and their villages on April 25, 2007 at 7:00 PM.  Supervisor Tetor and several Board members will be attending, and invitations have been extended to the other towns’ Fire District Commissioners, Fire and Rescue Squads and the D.C. Department of Emergency Response as well.

11. MOTION TO TRANSFER FUNDS: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to transfer the remaining balance from the SPARC Park account, 
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#3011150, to the General Fund, account #3900018.  These funds, in the amount of $1,670.04 plus interest, will be used to help pay for the playground power washing and staining.  Mention was made that the account will then be closed.  These funds will be transferred to the General Fund, budget line 00-06-7140-40.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

12. HIGHWAY: A request for bids was placed for a Tractor and Boom Mower for the Highway Department’s use, with the bids having been opened on March 23, 2007.  The three bidders were Pine Plains Tractor, Westchester Tractor and Keil Equipment.  The following resolution was offered by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader as follows:

RESOLUTION #6 OF 2007
FOR THE PURCHASE OF A TRACTOR WITH SIDE MOUNT BOOM MOWER


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Highway Department needs to have a tractor with side mounted boom mower in order to keep trees and brush cut back on the sides of town roads, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board gave the Town Highway Superintendent permission to solicit bids for such equipment, according to the specifications that he felt was necessary, and


WHEREAS, after publication, three sealed bids were received, opened and publicly read on March 23, 2007 at Noon, and


WHEREAS, only one bidder had submitted a bid for the equipment that matched the description of the item that was requested,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board award the bid for the purchase of a 2007 John Deere 5525 tractor equipped with a 2007 Alamo Industrial Versa 17’ boom mower and a 48” flail axe brush head, and a side-mounted 60” Versa flail roadside mower in the amount of $91,500.00,


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of this equipment purchase be taken from the General Fund unappropriated fund balance and transferred into the Highway Fund equipment budget line.
Roll Call:  

Robert Cadwallader - yes




Joyce Hadden – yes




Dennis Pryzgoda – absent 




Virginia Stern – yes




David Tetor – yes

Certified this 12th day of April, 2007

13. OTHER:  GRANGE WEEK PROCLAMATION: Supervisor Tetor read the 2007 Grange Week proclamation.

Motion of Supervisor David Tetor

Second by Councilwoman Joyce Hadden




PROCLAMATION

GRANGE WEEK IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

APRIL 22ND – APRIL 28TH, 2007


WHEREAS, for 140 years, the Grange has sought to advance the interests of farmers, rural Americans and our Nation’s families, regardless of where they might live, through the simple but powerful idea that by working together we can accomplish much for our communities; and


WHEREAS, voluntary association with the Grange elevates character by providing social, cultural and educational programs, along with opportunities for personal growth; and


WHEREAS, the Grange increases the influence of each of its members by giving them the opportunity to serve their community through projects and programs that make a difference in the lives of children, youth and our neighbors in need of assistance; and


WHEREAS, our local Stanford Grange #808 has been active in our community since 1896 and has sponsored our Community Day for the past 49 years, and has been recognized along with our Junior Grange #414 as being among the best in the State and in the Nation; and
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WHEREAS, being designated “Action” Grange, our Stanford Grange holds monthly meetings open to the public with discussion of important and timely topics such as State and Local Legislation, School Board’s Candidates Night, health topics and many others; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford proudly proclaims the week of April 22nd – April 28th, 2007 to be Grange Week, and that the community is invited to the Grange Week Open House and Covered Dish Dinner on Tuesday, April 24th, 2007 at 6:30 PM at the Grange Hall.


Proclaimed this 12th day of April, 2007 on the motion of  Supervisor David Tetor, seconded by Councilman Robert Cadwallader..

Roll call vote as follows:
Robert Cadwallader – yes

Joyce Hadden – yes






Dennis Pryzgoda – absent






Virginia Stern – yes






David Tetor – yes

Certified this 12th day of April, 2007

Councilwoman Stern presented the Board with two letters from residents.  Frazier Holloway requested that the matter of ‘light pollution’ such as peoples’ flood lights that are kept on all night be addressed, and Renee Perpetua was requesting better law enforcement for speeders, as her do was recently killed by a speeding truck.  Supervisor Tetor stated that ‘light pollution,’ such as at the Stissing Bank, has been discussed but would let the Building Inspector know there are other lighting issues as well.  Mr. Tetor added that he had been promised more coverage / better patrol by both the State Troopers and the Dutchess County Sheriff’s office.


Attorney for the Town Bogle informed the Board that he had had a meeting with the Planning Board Chairman and other Town representatives regarding the Waterlands proposed water and wastewater treatment plans.  Further documentation is to be submitted, but it might be necessary for the Town to create a ‘district’ with a ‘special assessment,’ then application could be made to the County Legislature for the County Water and Wastewater authority to take over the operation of this “self-sufficient” district.

A motion was made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the regular meeting at 9:35 PM and go into an Executive Session on a personnel matter. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Dennis Pryzgoda - absent; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


A motion was made to go out of the Executive Session and back into the regular session at 9:39 PM on a motion made Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.


With no further action taken, a motion was made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader to adjourn at 9:40 PM.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor. 









Respectfully submitted,









Ritamary Bell 








Town Clerk 
