TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 15TH, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, January 15, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops in harm’s way.  He also requested those in attendance to reflect upon the miraculous plane incident today, and to let all know that Eleanor Ferris, long-time Town employee, had passed away today.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance were Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith and Highway Supt. Jim Myers.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #1 OF 2009: The January 2009 Abstract of Claims was approved for payment on a motion made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 19383-19441, in the amount of $99,609.30; Highway Fund, check numbers 19442-19461, in the amount of $55,999.03; Street Lighting, check #19462, $623.04; and Town Hall addition, check numbers 19463-19465, $67,054.04.  Grand total of Abstract #1 of 2009: $223,285.41.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the December 18th, 2008 End of Year meeting where approved as amended (page 5 - NYMIR insurance) on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  The minutes of the January 5th, 2009 Re-Organizational Meeting were approved as amended (page 4 - Beth Ashton’s paid hourly leave) on the motion of Joyce Hadden, second by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – abstained; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made at 7:35 PM by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the regular meeting and have the Board enter into an Executive Session in the Supervisor’s office with Attorney Bogle and consultant Richard Comi regarding litigation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

PRESENTATION ~ COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP: In the Town Board’s absence, a presentation was given to those in attendance by Maureen Lashlee and Rae D’Achille from the Community Action Partnership regarding the Town’s annual contribution.

END OF EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 8:35 PM, the Town Board closed their Executive Session and returned to the Meeting on a motion made Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  With no action nor minutes taken, the motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

LIAISON REPORTS: In an effort not to keep the meeting going too late, Supervisor Tetor and the Board members concurred in suspending the Board members’ liaison reports.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Jim King, Charwill Drive, asked the Board about the boat junkyard on Scenic Drive.  After numerous comments on this issue, the Attorney suggested that the Town Board not discuss this matter as it was in litigation.

Town Board Minutes

1/15/09, page 2


Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, read a letter to the Town Board regarding the Master Plan update.


Charles Shaw, Millis Road, also read a letter to the Town Board regarding the same matter.  (Copies of both letters available upon request.)


Discussion followed regarding the Codes Committee and the Master Plan Update between the Town Board and residents Carol Hanlon, Charles Hanlon and Charles Shaw.


Jan Weido, Church Lane, asked the Board several questions regarding the Town’s website, the Master Plan Update, the zoning / subdivision changes, and the proposed Town Center.


Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, retracted his offer to help with the website as well as asking about plans for it.


Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, asked about a website blog. 

HIGHWAY: The annual ‘Agreement to Spend Town Highway Funds’ was read by Supervisor Tetor and approved for signing and forwarding to the County Commissioner of Public Works on a motion made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. MILLBROOK SCHOOL / VERIZON CELL TOWER:  This matter will stay on the Board’s agenda.

2. ROSELAND RANCH MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUEST: Supervisor Tetor stated that the Roseland subdivision request had been withdrawn, but neither the Town Board nor the Planning Board had received this in writing.

3. OTHER: Councilwoman Shafer stated that she had compiled a list of Town departments that could use the assistance of high school students who could volunteer for community service hours.


Councilwoman Stern asked to get an update on the 125 Market Lane property.  Attorney Bogle said that this matter was still pending.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. APPROVE THE BOOKS OF THE TOWN JUSTICES, THE BUILDING INSPECTOR AND THE TOWN CLERK: Court Clerk Patty Koch presented the books of Town Justice Frank Weber, Jr. to the Town Board and Court Clerk Carolyn Harklerode presented those of Town Justice Dennis Smith.  After the Town Board’s review, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to accept them as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Town Justice Smith, also present, told the Board that he was originally unsure of how the prosecutor would work but added that they had picked the right person and it was going very smoothly.  He also stated that they had a good group of troopers to work with.


The Building Inspector was not able to stay until this part of the meeting and would be asked to bring his books to the next Town Board meeting.


Town Clerk Ritamary Bell presented the books of the Town Clerk.  She also gave the Town Board copies of her annual report and spoke briefly on the overall year’s business.  A motion to accept them as presented was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  

12. OTHER: Supervisor Tetor informed that Board that he had received five quotes for window treatments for the sixteen windows in the addition.  Tri-County Wall Covering was the lowest quote received.  A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to approve the work to this firm in the amount of $2,738.00.  Mention was made

that $30,000 was included in the budget for items such as these associated with the addition.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
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Mr. Tetor also mentioned that the Loop Bus routes were being cut immediately, including the Route #7 that goes through Stanford.  Councilwoman Stern had prepared the following resolution to let the County Planning Department know of the Town’s displeasure with this lack of service.  Councilwoman Hadden also suggested that other towns be made aware of this resolution.

RESOLUTION #1 OF 2009

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ELIMINATION OF 

DUTCHESS COUNTY LOOP BUS #7




Motion made by: Councilwoman Virginia Stern




Seconded by: Supervisor David Tetor


WHEREAS the Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development has eliminated the Loop Bus Route #7 that serves the Town of Stanford, and


WHEREAS the Loop Bus Route #7 is the only form of public transportation available to the residents of Stanford, and


WHEREAS the Loop Bus Route #7 is vital to the lives of our residents with disabilities, those without cars, veterans, students and commuters, and


WHEREAS these residents will have no other means of getting essential medical appointments, educational classes, treatment programs or shopping, and


WHEREAS the need for public transportation for the Town of Stanford will likely increase with the worsening economy.


NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford strongly requests that the Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development reinstate the Loop Bus Route #7 and continue to serve the people of the northeast section of Dutchess County with public transportation.


Roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Resolution #1 of 2008 was unanimously adopted by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board, and certified this 15th day of January 2009.


Councilwoman Shafer made a motion that a copy of the Master Plan Update be forwarded to the C.A.C. for their review for environmental impacts and request that their recommendations be forwarded to the Codes Committee.  She added that they might have more questions regarding this document.  This motion was seconded by Robert Cadwallader, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Motion carried.


Councilwoman Stern suggested that the Town Board write a letter to the Pine Plains School Board regarding the impact to the community if the Cold Spring School were to close, and volunteered to do a draft.  Supervisor Tetor concurred and would add his comments to it.  Councilwoman Shafer added that the closing of the school would kill the Town’s soccer program.


 Councilman Cadwallader asked about the possibility of discussing starting the construction of a new Town Garage at the February meeting.  Discussion followed, with Atty. Bogle adding that this matter might have to be the subject of a permissive referendum.  Supervisor Tetor added that the interest rate was now .03%.


Supervisor Tetor stated his condolences to the family of Eleanor Ferris. 


With no other business at hand, a motion to adjourn at 9:40 PM was made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.








Respectfully submitted,









Ritamary Bell 









Town Clerk

