TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 12TH, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, March 12, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops in harm’s way and that they will all be home soon.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – absent




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith and Highway Supt. Jim Myers.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The March 2009 Abstract of Claims were approved for payment on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 19555-19609 {JC Fund, check numbers 19554 & 19561; check # 19562-void}in the amount of $31,372.53; Highway Fund, check numbers 19610-19638, in the amount of $107,411.70; Stanford Library District, check #19639,  $123,000.00; Stanford Fire District, check #19640, $282,500.00; and Town Hall Addition, check numbers 19641-19642, in the amount of $57,493.65.  Grand total of Abstract #3 of 2009: $601,777.88.  Planning Escrow Abstract #3P, check numbers 646-653, in the amount of $6,046.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the February 12th, 2009 Town Board Meeting where approved as amended on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  

LIAISON REPORTS:
Councilwoman Shafer stated that she was unable to attend the March CAC meeting, but gave the following report from the Recreation Commission’s most recent meeting. Winter basketball was going well, but was not as well attended from past years, perhaps due to a fee increase; they were handing out shirts and making plans for their pizza party.  Two new picnic tables have been built, and the back stops at the Town Hall and Little League softball fields will be repaired / replaced.  The Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sat. April 4th (rain date-the 5th).  The Summer Rec. plans were ahead of schedule and no fee increase is planned.  Mrs. Shafer added that she was impressed with the number of youngsters that are interviewed and hired, giving them “interview practice.”  She added that Little League baseball’s opening day was April 18th.  Mrs. Shafer also read a report on the March 10th Codes Committee meeting, and asked if the letter requesting the water study had been sent to the County.  Supervisor Tetor stated that it would be in a couple of weeks. 


Councilwoman Stern reported from the 3/12/09 Fire Commissioners Meeting: the generator shed electrical work has been completed; all records have been sent to the District’s auditor, who will also file a report with the Attorney General; funds were transferred from the reserve account to the checking account to pay bills prior to receipt of tax monies, which will then be replaced; the Fire Chief will order a gear rack for coats and equipment as well as a hose drier; hose testing is being done and they conducted a successful ice rescue drill; five members will be attending a chiefs’ conference in June; and the department responded to 7 fires, 7 motor vehicle accidents and 18 emergency medical calls last month.  Mrs. Stern also spoke of the last three Pine Plains School Board meetings: after much discussion on the elementary schools’ plans, the Board will postpone the new reconfiguration until the ’09-’10 school year; capital repair plans for Seymour Smith will need to be voted on by the public, as well as the replacement purchase of 5 new buses; and the ’09-’10 budget is being discussed by various departments.  Mrs. Stern also gave a brief report from the Association of Towns meeting: many of the meetings dealt with growth and planning, protecting home rule, the impact of the stimulus funds and the change and flux in all areas of town functions.       
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Councilman Cadwallader reported from the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting the previous evening: new business included requests from the RPG Development Group for front, side and parking setback variances; a front area variance from Demarco was 

requested for a single family home; and a rear and side yard variance was requested for Vaccara for a metal storage shed.


Supervisor Tetor stated that he had attended an Emergency Services meeting with Fire Commissioners Smith and Gilhooly, Chief Kevin Brown and EMT Dan McCarthy.  These meetings involved the towns of Pine Plains, Amenia, Northeast and Stanford, and covered the possibility of hiring a full-time EMT and driver for daytime hours.  Many were in favor of this as fewer volunteers are available during the day, and would be discussed for next year’s budgets.  The Northern Dutchess Alliance held their annual meeting in February with guest speaker Pat Hooker, the Agriculture and Markets commissioner.  Chamber of Commerce awards were also given as well as the Hudson Valley Agricultural Award to Dutchess County Bounty.  The Transportation Council will be meeting next week.  The Community Health Foundation discussed transportation for seniors, but added that some stimulus money might be going towards transportation issues.  Mr. Tetor also added that he had met the Pine Plains School Board President and the Superintendent.    

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Jim King, Charwill Drive, asked about the status of his original complaint from four months ago.  Attorney Bogle stated that this was a matter of litigation and could not be discussed.  Councilwoman Shafer questioned Mr. Bogle, and he stated that this could only be discussed in an Executive Session.

PUBLIC HEARING:

BULLIS HALL MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUEST


Supervisor Tetor made a motion to close the regular meeting and go into the scheduled public hearing for Addison Berkey’s moratorium waiver request for Bullis Hall, with a second by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Supervisor Tetor asked if there were any public comments regarding this matter.  Mr. Berkey was planning to change Bullis Hall into independent luxury living quarters with a caretaker.


Councilwoman Stern – added that these were not self contained apartments; they would not have individual kitchens.


Ginny Speed, Hunns Lake Road – asked if this was “assisted living”.


Jeff Blouse, Decker Road – asked if this would change their assessment.


Supervisor Tetor – stated that the Town Board only gives permission for this request to be forwarded to the Planning Board.


Councilwoman Shafer – asked why a waiver was needed.


Attorney Bogle – explained that any “change of use” application or subdivision needs a waiver, and is to be considered by the Town Board on a case by case basis.


Mark Stern, Market Lane – this does not sound like “assisted living”; no medications.  Would they manage the elderly?


Supervisor Tetor – explained the project a little further, adding that this was not strictly for the elderly.


Councilwoman Shafer – more like a country club that has rooms all year around.


Councilman Cadwallader – not “affordable housing.”


Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane – asked who the owner of the property was.


Councilwoman Stern – added that the property was also for sale.


With no other comments, a motion was then made by David Tetor, seconded by Virginia Stern, to close the public hearing and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Councilwoman Johanna Shafer gave the Town Board members greetings and gifts from her recent trip from Bishop Deva from South India, where mission work was being done to build schools and wells for the local Indian people.  
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HIGHWAY: Supt. Myers spoke of the Highway’s need for a new pickup truck.  As the funding was already in his budget, he had received three quotes for Ford, Chevy and Dodge trucks.  After further discussion, a motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by

Robert Cadwallader to purchase a 2009 Dodge Ram 2500 pickup with bedliner and an 8 ft. plow in the amount of $24,795.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: 

Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. MILLBROOK SCHOOL / VERIZON CELL TOWER: As the public hearing on this matter was still open, a letter was received from Fred Whitridge.  Lengthy discussion followed between the Town Board, area residents Fred Whitridge and Eric Rosenfeld, Barry Schnor from Millbrook School and Attorney Bogle.  A motion was then made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the public hearing on this matter.  Attorney Bogle added that the Town Board has 62 days in which to complete the SEQR process and render their decision in writing.  Councilwoman Stern also added that having service in the area was not the issue but that the Board had enough information to consider this application.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

 2. ROSELAND RANCH: After discussion, a motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Johanna Shafer to close the public hearing period on this moratorium waiver request.  Mention was made that the applicant did not state clearly if the application was withdrawn or tabled.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

3. PLANNING BOARD VACANCY: Supervisor Tetor stated that he had not spoken with Planning Board Chmn. Bob Butts but that the two individuals who had sent letters of interest, Tanya Roy and Jerry Monaco, should be interviewed by the Planning Board.

4. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CLERK VACANCY: Town Clerk Bell gave the Town Board her written recommendation for this position.  Discussion followed regarding procedures and standards for interviewing for committee and department positions.  Supervisor Tetor made a motion to hold off this appointment until next month and create further guidelines for appointments and interviews, with a second by Robert Cadwallader.  Councilwoman Stern added that there should be no more delay than one month.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - no; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

5. OFFICIAL UNDERTAKINGS FOR TOWN OFFICIALS: Supervisor Tetor will be meeting with the Town’s insurance agent the following day and will discuss this matter further, but felt that all Town officials were covered sufficiently by the Town’s insurance policy.

6. OTHER: Supervisor Tetor spoke briefly of Joe Norton’s complaint about a shooting preserve on Hobbs Lane.  He stated that the DEC had declined to meet with him, but would discuss it further with Mr. Norton and Building Inspector Don Smith. 


Mr. Tetor also reported that Peter Zampko’s complaint about cats on his property would be the subject of a meeting with the DCSPCA and the Trestle Lane neighbors, but added that there are no regulations for cats.


Councilwoman Shafer asked about the School Board vote, with Councilwoman Stern adding that she had hoped for volunteers from our community to run for the School Board, and that a local school was a central aspect to a sense of community.


Councilwoman Stern asked if responses from the Codes Committee’s public hearings would be put on the Town’s website.  Supervisor Tetor said no, but that copies were available in the Town Clerk’s office.  After further discussion, Mr. Tetor said that he would reconsider this matter.
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Councilwoman Stern asked about the problems at 125 Market Lane.  Attorney Bogle stated that this was a matter of litigation and could only be discussed in Executive Session.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. BULLIS HALL MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUEST: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve this moratorium waiver for Bullis Hall in order to send the project application to the Planning Board.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

2. REAFFIRM THE 2007-2010 GOALS OF THE WAPPINGER CREEK WATERSHED INTERMUNICIPAL COUNCIL: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Virginia Stern, to reaffirm and support the “WIC” goals of 1) to draft and implement a Municipal Water Use Management Plan; 2) to protect streamside buffer zones; 3) to conduct stream assessments, cleanup projects and/or re-vegetation projects; and 4) to have regular meetings of this Council.  Mr. Tetor added that the C.A.C. was also in full support of these goals.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

3. PERMISSION FOR TOWN HALL / PROPERTY USE: A motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern, to approve the following Town Hall and property use: 1) Pine Plains CSD for School Board election and budget vote on Tuesday, May 19th; Stanford Garden Club on Saturday, May 9th; and Lions Club Flea Market on June 13th (raindate, Sun., 6/14).   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

4. RECREATION BACKSTOPS: After discussion, a motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to allow the Supervisor to approve and enter into a agreement with the lowest responsible bidder(s) for the repair of the two backstops at the Rec. and Town Hall ballfields in time for the baseball season and the dedication of the Erin Shanley softball field.  The funds will come from the Recreation Capital Improvement Fund.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

5. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS: The following resolutions were read by Supervisor Tetor:

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION #3 OF 2009


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease

00-01-1110-21 – Justices – grant


$ 659.90_________________


00-01-1355-20 – Assessor – equipment: printer

$ 150.00



  

00-01-1355-40 – Assessor - contractual




$ 150.00


00-04-5010-20 – Highway office – equipment: phone
$ 120.00





00-04-5010-40 – Highway office - contractual




$ 120.00


00-04-5132-40 – Highway Garage





$ 760.00


00-04-5132-43 – Highway – gas tanks

$ 760.00





00-07-8010-41 – Cell Tower



$ 780.00










TOTAL:
$ 2,469.90

$ 1,030.00
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Revenues




Increase





00-2113 – Cell Tower




$ 780.00





00-3021 – Court – Grant



$ 659.90










TOTAL:
$ 1,439.90




Motion made by: Supervisor David Tetor

Seconded by: Councilman Robert Cadwallader


Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Budget Resolution #2 of 2009 was unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members present.

HIGHWAY FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION #4 OF 2009


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2009 Highway Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2009 Highway Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease


01-04-5142-41 – Sand




$ 8,000.00_________________


01-04-5142-42 – Salt







$ 8,000.00
  

01-08-9010-80 – NYS Retirement





$ 151.00


01-08-9040-80 – Workers’ Compensation

$ 151.00










TOTAL:
$ 8,151.00

$ 8,151.00


Motion made by: Supervisor David Tetor

Seconded by: Councilman Robert Cadwallader


Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Budget Resolution #3 of 2009 was unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members present.

6. OTHER: Supervisor Tetor stated that Councilwoman Hadden was getting better and would be back soon.  He also reminded those in attendance about the special election that would be held for Senator Gillibrand’s seat for the 20th Congressional district on Tuesday, March 31st.  Governor Patterson sent a press release that most of the “nuisance taxes” would be cancelled.   


Councilwoman Stern proposed a resolution to discuss campaign finance reform for the Town.  She suggested that it be discussed at the April workshop meeting.


Mr. Tetor felt that all correspondence for the Town Board should be submitted at the workshop in order for the Town Board members to have more time to look into and discuss, rather than during the official meeting.  Councilman Cadwallader agreed, and suggested that this matter be made note of on the website.


Attorney Bogle clarified his position regarding Mr. King’s complaint to the Board, and stated that the matter was one of public record and filed in February at the County Clerk’s office.

On advice of Attorney Bogle, a motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to go out of the regular meeting and enter into an Executive Session at approximately 9:20 PM regarding an update on a matter of litigation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
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A motion to go out of Executive Session and back into the regular meeting at 9:41 PM was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer – 

yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to adjourn the meeting at 9:42 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk

