TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 9TH, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, April 9th, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops around the world still in harm’s way.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith and Highway Supt. Jim Myers.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The April 2009 Abstract of Claims and Planning Abstract were approved for payment on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden as follows: General Fund, check numbers 19643-19692 in the amount of $38,377.04; Highway Fund, check numbers 19693-19708 in the amount of $16,331.32; Light District, check #19709, $1,196.12; and Town Hall addition, check #19710, $3,668.90.  Grand total of Abstract #4 of 2009: $59,573.38.  Planning Escrow Abstract #4P, check #654, $719.55.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the March 12th, 2009 Town Board Meeting where approved with a correction to read that Supervisor Tetor met with the Pine Plains School Board president… on page 2.  A motion was then made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - present; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  

LIAISON REPORTS:
Councilwoman Stern reported from the March 17th Fire Commissioners Meeting: plumbing repairs have been completed so as to be ready for summer meals and community activities; all financial records are with the auditor; the department is looking to sell their Cascade air supply system; discussion over the lack of emergency call coverage during the daytime hours that have been turned over to Northern Dutchess for response, and of the ongoing meetings to share ambulance services in the northeast part of the County; the problem of some of the volunteers not having CDL licenses for driving trucks when not on the way to an emergency, as well as looking for affordable CDL courses; and that the department responded to 4 fires, 3 accidents and 12 emergency medical calls last month.  


Mrs. Stern also spoke of the last two Pine Plains School Board meetings: discussion on the masonry, drainage and sidewalk repairs at Seymour Smith that would cost an estimated $3,849,000 and the bonded tax implications, to be voted on at the budget vote on May 19th; their continued search for a foundation that would provide financial support for programs and educational activities outside of the official school budget; the draft ’09-‘10 budget that carries a 3.91% increase; and the May 19th vote.  A public hearing on the budget will be on 5/6, and there will be three separate issues on the vote: the budget itself, the purchase of new buses, and the election of school board members.  They are continuing discussions on changing class sizes for ’09-10, and there will be a “Meet the Candidates” night at the Grange on May 12th. 


Councilwoman Shafer stated that the Recreation Commission meeting was postponed until next week, but reported from the CAC meeting: they were looking to plan a parking area and kiosk at the Stanford Wildlife Preserve and were thinking that Boy Scouts would help in this endeavor.  At Whitlock, they were also discussing moving the parking lot closer to the road and elimination of invasive species.  Mrs. Shafer added that three Eagle Scout projects were coming up.  Mrs. Shafer also reported that the CAC did not get responses to their questions from the Master Plan / Codes Committee, but would draw up specifics for zoning matters.  In July they would be working with the Wappingers Creek watershed group and Trout Unlimited to set up a stream education 
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programs for ‘Creek Week’ at the Rec.  They have yet to set up a date for their annual roadside clean-up.


Councilman Cadwallader reported from the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting the previous evening: a public hearing was set for the Karpf variance for next month; RPG Development was granted variances to their front, side and parking setbacks, but County Planning did not recommend that a variance be granted for their sign (this matter will be sent to the Codes Committee for zoning changes review); the Demarkos variance brought up concerns about wetlands and septic placement; and Antonio Vaccaro was granted a front and side variance for a metal storage shed.


Councilwoman Hadden did not have a Planning Board report due to illness. 


Supervisor Tetor stated that he was unable to attend a D.C. Supervisors & Mayors meeting since he had been ill, but they had discussed the State budget in relation to towns and villages.  The Northern Dutchess Alliance Executive Committee had completed their publication, “Blueprint for Economic Development” and had 15 copies available.  The Community Action Partnership had a new Board member, Charlie Hanlon.  A meeting the prior evening with the County’s northeast towns regarding emergency services was discussed and that a driver and EMT from Northern Dutchess could be available 12 hours per day, either 5 or 7 days per week, to use each town’s ambulances’ and that the cost would not be as high as anticipated; the patients would be billed, and only the towns’ billed when a patient did not have insurance.  The Poughkeepsie/Dutchess County Transportation Council discussed “shovel ready” projects that could be funded by the Federal stimulus monies, but a lot of red-tape was involved.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Henry Boehringer asked about upcoming School Board meetings and the School Budget vote.

HIGHWAY: Supt. Myers spoke of having swept the town’s roads, cutting brush and putting up railings.  He had also shown Councilman Cadwallader what they had been doing, as well as a complaint regarding a culvert and water on a property.  Mr. Myers also stated that the brush boom was doing very well and that he had not received any calls from the school.  Brief discussion followed regarding a possible lawsuit from the above mentioned run-off problem.  

OLD BUSINESS:

1. PLANNING BOARD VACANCY: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to appoint Jerry Monaco to the Planning Board for a seven-year term, on the Planning Board Chair’s recommendation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

2. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CLERK VACANCY: It was agreed that this matter would be discussed in an Executive Session, with Councilwoman Shafer adding that all procedures had been followed, that the Board should have accepted the Town Clerk’s recommendation and a vote should be taken after the Executive Session.

3. NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE: Ray Jurkowski from Morris Associates gave a presentation on plans for a new garage, along with the two site options.  After the presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Johanna Shafer, that the new garage should be placed near the old one (Option #1) and have these plans looked into further, with a new survey be obtained for this site.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.  Mr. Cadwallader will get three quotes from surveyors and discuss in more detail for a future referendum vote.

4. OTHER: Supervisor Tetor stated that the Board had sixty-two days in which to act on the special use permit application of Verizon Wireless / Millbrook School.


Councilwoman Shafer asked if the water study for the proposed hamlet area had been sent to the County, and was told that it had been.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. GRANGE WEEK PROCLAMATION: Supervisor read the following proclamation for Grange Week:  

PROCLAMATION

GRANGE WEEK IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

APRIL 26th – MAY 2nd, 2009  


WHEREAS, for 142 years, the Grange has sought to advance the interests of farmers, rural Americans and our Nation’s families, regardless of where they might live, through the simple but powerful idea that by working together we can accomplish much for our communities; and

WHEREAS, voluntary association with the Grange elevates character by providing social, cultural and educational programs, along with opportunities for personal growth; and

WHEREAS, the Grange increases the influence of each of its members by giving them the opportunity to serve their community through projects and programs that make a difference in the lives of children, youth and our neighbors in need of assistance; and

WHEREAS, our local Stanford Grange #808 has been active in our community since 1896 and celebrated their 113th anniversary in January 2009, has sponsored our Community Day for the past 50 years, has been recognized, along with our Junior Grange #414, as being among the best in the State and in the Nation, with the Junior Grange having celebrated their 41st birthday in February of 2009; and

WHEREAS, being designated “Action” Grange, our Stanford Grange holds monthly meetings open to the public with discussion of important and timely topics such as State and Local Legislation, a School Board’s Candidates Night for 5/12/09 at 7 PM, health topics and many other community issues,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford proudly proclaims the week of April 26th – May 2nd, 2009 to be Grange Week, and that the community is invited to the Grange Week Open House and Covered Dish Dinner on Tuesday, April 28th, 2009 at 6:00 PM at the Grange Hall.

Proclaimed this 9th day of April, 2009 on the motion of Supervisor David Tetor, seconded by Councilwoman Joyce Hadden.
Roll call vote as follows:
Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.

2. BANGALL METHODIST CHURCH REQUEST TO HOLD A BAKE SALE ON TOWN PROPERTY: The Church’s request to hold a bake sale in conjunction with the Garden Club’s Plant Sale on May 9th in the lower parking lot was approved on the motion of Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

3. REQUEST FOR 30-DAY WAIVER FOR A LIQUOR LICENSE: BANGALL WHALING CO./STAN’STILLE GRILL INC.: With reservations being spoken by the Supervisor, and others, to have three establishments serving liquor in close proximity, he suggested, by motion, that this matter be denied and the 30-day waiting period not be granted.  The motion was seconded by Joyce Hadden, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – no; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – no; Virginia Stern – no; David Tetor - yes.  Motion failed.  A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to grant a 30-day waiver for this liquor license application, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - no; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - no.  Motion carried. 

4. CAMPAIGN FINANCE RESOLUTION: Councilwoman Stern introduced this resolution and read it in its entirety.  After discussion among the Board members and Attorney Bogle, it was agreed that Mrs. Stern and Mr. Bogle will re-write it and introduce it again at the next Board meeting.

5. RECREATION COMMISSION RESIGNATION FROM JAN SMALLEY: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to accept Jan Smalley’s 
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resignation with regret.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.  The Town Clerk was instructed to place an ad for this vacancy, with discussion following regarding the current lack of a local newspaper.  The rules should also be changed for what constitutes “an official paper.”  Mention was also made of the receipt of a letter from Evelyn Seipp to replace Mrs. Smalley on the Rec. Commission. 

6. OTHER: Supervisor Tetor stated the following: that the Dutchess County Personnel Office had certified the payroll records; Cablevision was dropping several channels; 

congratulated Avery Evans on being named Poughkeepsie Journal ‘Athlete of the Year’; the March mortgage tax receipt was on track as budgeted for; a nuisance ordinance will be looked at, and had received a copy of Pleasant Valley’s; purchase orders will be instituted soon for all departments; and Roseland Ranch was sold and a new moratorium waiver request might be forthcoming.

  
A motion was then made by David Tetor, seconded by Virginia Stern, to go out of the regular meeting and enter into an Executive Session at approximately 9:20 PM regarding litigation and personnel matters.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


With no decisions made or minutes taken, a motion to go out of Executive Session and back into the regular meeting at 9:57 PM was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - absent; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to schedule a Special Meeting on Thursday, April 30th at 7:30 PM to discuss the following: 1) Verizon Wireless/Millbrook School SEQRA vote; 2) survey quotes for a new Highway Garage; 3) Campaign Finance resolution; and 4) other matters as needed.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to approve Town Clerk Bell’s recommendation of Beth Ashton as the new Records Management Clerk.  Mention was made that the beginning salary was $10.54 for the first six months.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - no.


A motion was then made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by David Tetor, to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.








Respectfully submitted,









Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk

