TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE MAY 14TH, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, May 14th, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops still in harm’s way.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr., Building Inspector Don Smith and Highway Supt. Jim Myers.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The May 2009 Abstract of Claims were approved for payment on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 19711-19775 {JC Fund-check numbers 19715 & 19717}, in the amount of $44,333.85; Highway Fund, check numbers 19776 – 19799, in the amount of $69,797.11; and Street Lighting, check # 19800, in the amount of $548.32. 
Grand total of Abstract #5 of 2009: $114,679.28.  Planning Escrow Abstract #5P, check numbers 655-658, in the amount of $5,072.90.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the April 9th, 2009 Town Board Meeting where approved with a correction to read that “Mr. Cadwallader will get three quotes from surveyors...” on page 2.  The minutes of the April 30th, 2009 Special Meeting were corrected to read that “Councilwoman Shafer spoke of the inference that the CAC’s ’09 budget was almost already spent, and that was not the case…” on page 10. 

A motion was then made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  

LIAISON REPORTS:
Councilwoman Shafer reported from two Recreation Commission meetings: the water park update is that they would wait and look for grants to defer the cost; three bids from tennis court contractors have not been received; the backstops are in; the Easter Egg hunt had low attendance but went well; the summer brochure is done with registration dates set; the Rec Rats’ community project would be a new sign for recreation activities; and that the walking path was in disrepair, overgrown and uneven.  Highway Supt. Myers is looking into this and will take care of it.  The Erin Shanley field dedication did not take place but was postponed until the end of the season; the pond will open on June 26th; and a joint project for “Creek Week” will be done by the CAC and the Rec., with Jan Weido assisting.  Mention was also made that all bids received should be given to the Town Clerk unopened.


Mrs. Shafer also spoke of the recent CAC meeting.  Discussion centered on who would oversee the Stanford Wildlife Preserve, with Supervisor Tetor stating that federal funds had not been received yet from the two federal programs.  The kiosk cost would come from the Lucia memorial donations.  The Whitlock Preserve was mentioned by neighbors as a hangout for kids at night, so moving the parking lot closer to the road might alleviate that problem.  Also discussed were Eagle Scout projects, the Roadside Cleanup efforts as well as the Pine Plains Master Plan to look into revisions for Stanford’s.   


Councilwoman Stern was unable to attend the last Fire Commissioners’ meeting but would attend the May 19th meeting.  From the recent School Board meetings, Mrs. Stern said that most of the discussion was on presentation of the ’09-’10 budget, which will be about 3.87% higher than last year, resulting in a tax of $9.68 per thousand of assessed value of one’s property.  A contingency budget would only be about 10¢ less per thousand of property assessment, but would severely limit field trips, most equipment purchases, and public use of facilities would carry a fee.  Two propositions would also appear on the ballot for the vote on May 19th: a bus purchase proposition and Seymour Smith’s masonry repairs.  Three school board members will also be elected.  In addition,
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the BOCES administrative budget was approved and a new High School principal was chosen. 


Councilman Cadwallader reported from the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting the previous evening: a public hearing was held for the Karpf variance to build a new single family dwelling, with the current house becoming a guest cottage, and the variance was granted.


Councilwoman Hadden covered the April 29th Planning Board meeting: two public hearings were held for RPG Development and for Sartorini’s lot line adjustment.  There were no comments from the public on either matter.  The Planning Board still had SEQRA questions from RPG and would be the subject of a workshop on May 19th; no one was present for the Millbrook School Master Plan; and Sartorini was granted their lot line adjustment.    


Supervisor Tetor stated that projects were planned for the Wappingers “Creek Week” from July 12th to 18th.  The Northern Dutchess Alliance executive committee met and discussed the “Dutchess County Bounty” that works with local farmers and restaurants.  Other counties might join, making it the “Hudson Valley Bounty.”  The Community Action board meeting will meet next week, and added that people are in town for the beginning of the census work.  The D.C. Mayors and Supervisors met with a representative from the Governor’s office regarding the unfair MTA tax, and that the area already pays many taxes for transportation.  Also discussed were the increased LOOP bus fares.  

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, asked if the Board could appoint a liaison for the Codes Committee.  She also asked where the Codes Committee was in their decisions making.  Discussion followed, with Supervisor Tetor adding that June 1st was the deadline for input.  


Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, added that he felt it was not fair that the Codes Committee’s work was being accused of being held up by various groups, but was glad to see all working together.   


Jan Weido, Church Lane, asked about the two federal programs for the Stanford Wildlife Preserve.

HIGHWAY: Supt. Myers reported that the new pickup truck had arrived, and that the men were blacktopping, repairing potholes and equipment, cutting shoulders and working on the Rec. Park: mowing, weed whacking, painting and pumping out the pond, planned for next week.  The second Rec. person was hired and would start next week as well.


Councilman Cadwallader went over with the Board the three quotes received for surveying the area for the planned new Highway Garage.  They bids were as follows: Morris Associates - $6,000, Kevin Cunningham - $6,300, and Spencer Hall - $8,250.  Discussion followed regarding what each survey included.  A motion was then made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern, to award the survey bid to Morris Associates for the proposed $6.000.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. CAMPAIGN FINANCE RESOLUTION: After giving an introduction to the resolution, Councilwoman Stern read the following:

RESOLUTION #7 OF 2009

A Resolution to enact Voluntary Campaign Finance Reform Guidelines and ensure fair elections and good government in the Town of Stanford, NY.


Whereas political parties and candidates for the Town of Stanford elected positions, i.e., Town Supervisor, Town Council Member, Town Clerk, Highway Superintendent and Town Justice, may, with no actual intent on their part, give the appearance of favoring political contributors, and 


Whereas it is proper to affirm the highest ethical guidelines in order that our town residents can be assured that all contracts and appointments be awarded to the best qualified applicants at the most economical cost to the town, and


Whereas an individual or a business entity is entitled to contribute to a political 
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party, a political candidate or an organization established by a person in an elected position, and


Whereas  political donations, including in-kind donations, are required by existing election law to be a matter of public record, and




Whereas small cash donations are not required to be disclosed, but, if given repeatedly by a donor can add up to a large donation, and


Whereas many forms of media are enlisted to expand campaign communications and solicitations, and voters have a right to know their source, 


Now Be it Resolved that any local political party and any candidate for public office in the Town of Stanford shall voluntarily limit any contributions or gifts from 1) any business entity or individual doing work for the town or 2) any business or individual acting in any capacity as consultant to the town or 3) persons employed by the town (hereafter referred to as “designated donors“) to an aggregate of no more than $100 in any campaign cycle, and


Be it resolved that any designated donor doing work for the Town of Stanford, applying to do work for the town or seeking an appointment by the town be requested to disclose any contributions or gifts made to any local political party or to any individual seeking election or re-election to a local public office within the campaign cycle, and


Be it resolved that all donors be listed alphabetically by last name or company name with the State Board of Elections, so that the public may easily know the names of donors to any local political party, organization established by a person seeking election or re-election to a local public office or to any individual seeking election or re-election to a local public office, and


Be it resolved that all cash contributions regardless of amount be disclosed as is required for contributions by check and in-kind donations, and


Be it resolved that the any local campaign message or call clearly state the name and address of the political party, business, group or person that is financing the communication, and


Be it resolved that we, the Town Board of Stanford, encourage and expect that every candidate running for public office in the Town of Stanford will voluntarily adopt and abide by these ethical principles for fair and honest government.

* * * * * * * * * *


After lengthy discussion between the Board members and Attorney Bogle, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the aforementioned resolution, #7 of 2009.  Roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – no; Joyce Hadden - no; Johanna Shafer – no; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - no.  Motion failed.

2. RECREATION COMMISSION VACANCY: A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to appoint Evelyn Seipp to complete the unexpired term of Jan Smalley through the end of 2009.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

3. OTHER: Councilwoman Shafer stated that the website looks good but still needs more work and updated information.  Discussion followed regarding Supervisor Tetor’s hiring of two people from Columbia County to update it at no cost.


The tennis courts’ bids that were received were given to the Town Clerk.  

NEW BUSINESS:

1. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT RESOLUTIONS: Supervisor Tetor stated that the correct resolutions had not yet been received from the County Planning Department.  A special meeting might need to be called to address these matters. 
2. SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING FOR MORATORIUM EXTENSION:  After discussion, a motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to hold a Special Meeting for a Public Hearing on June 8th, 2009 for a final 9-month extension to the current moratorium on the subdivision and development of land in the Town of Stanford.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; 
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Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Mention was made that the CDBG resolutions can also be dealt with then.

3. PROCLAMATION: MAY AS LYME DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH: Supervisor Tetor read the following proclamation:

PROCLAMATION
MAY IS LYME DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH


WHEREAS, residents of the Town of Stanford enjoy our open space and wooded areas in the Town, and

WHEREAS, this open space and wooded areas are used by many for recreation, and 

WHEREAS, this open space and wooded areas provide excellent wildlife habitat which in turn provides prime habitat for ticks, and

WHEREAS, deer ticks carry Lyme disease and many other tick-borne illnesses which have afflicted almost 20,000 residents in Dutchess County with several in the Town of Stanford, and

WHEREAS, Dutchess County has the highest number of Lyme disease cases of any county in the United States, and

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature has appropriated funds to the Cary Institute to research control of deer ticks, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that May 2009 be declared as Lyme Disease Awareness month in the Town of Stanford, so that our residents may become more knowledgeable of the causes and effects of Lyme Disease.  Dutchess County has scheduled several events: a website, www.stopticks.org, a video lending library and many other efforts to educate and alert residents about Lyme Disease.

Motion made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden.

Motion carried with all voting as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.  

Certified this 14th day of May, 2009

4. FUND TRANSFER: A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to transfer funds from the Recreation / Parkland Trust Account, #3009268, to the General Fund, account #3900018, to cover Red Hook Fence’s invoice #256 for the installation of the baseball field backstops, in the amount of $4,330.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

5. BUDGET RESOLUTION: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Tetor:

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION #8 OF 2009


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease____  

00-01-1410-20 – Town Clerk-equipment

$ 13.50   _________________


00-01-1410-40 – Town Clerk-contractual exp.
           


$ 13.50
  

00-01-1990-40 – Contingency





$ 20,000.00


00-04-5132-20 – Highway Garage – equipment: phone    $ 280.00





00-04-5132-40 – Highway Garage - contractual



$ 280.00


00-04-5132-44 – NEW Highway Garage

$ 20,000.00                             


00-06-7140-21 – Recreation-backstops

$ 4,330.00





00-07-8010-41 – Cell Tower



$ 884.84










TOTAL:
$ 25,508.34

$ 20,293.50



Revenues




Increase





00-2113 – Cell Tower Escrow


$ 884.84





Town Board Minutes

5/14/09, page 5

00-2705 – Recreation - Transfer


$ 4,330.00










TOTAL:
$ 5,214.84




Motion made by: Supervisor David Tetor
Seconded by: Councilwoman Joyce Hadden


Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Budget Resolution #8 of 2009 was unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members.

6. OTHER: Councilwoman Shafer asked about the new purchase order system decision, with Supervisor Tetor replying that a lot of unwise spending occurred at the end of 2008.  Discussion followed.


Councilman Cadwallader stated that the front door had been left unlocked the other night.


Councilwoman Stern thanked Town Clerk Bell for her reply to a student’s letter.


A motion was then made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:30 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.








Respectfully submitted,









Ritamary Bell









Town Clerk

