TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 13TH, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, August 13th, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops still in harm’s way.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The August 2009 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Escrow Abstract were approved for payment on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 19947-20002 {JC Fund-check #19947}, in the amount of $51,599.60; Highway Fund, check numbers 20005-20032, in the amount of $148,022.09; and Street Lighting, check # 20033, in the amount of $599.00.  Grand total of Abstract #8 of 2009: $200,220.69.  Planning Escrow Abstract #8P, check numbers 674-675, in the amount of $2,028.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the July 9th, 2009 Town Board Meeting where approved as written on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  The minutes of the July 20th, 2009 Town Board Special Meeting where approved as written on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - abstain; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.   

LIAISON REPORTS:
Councilwoman Shafer stated that she had not been able to go to the recent CAC meeting as they had changed their regular meeting date since they did not have a quorum, but asked if the Town Board would, later in the meeting, make a motion to approve their plans for the Stanford Wildlife Preserve.


Mrs. Shafer also reported that the Recreation Program had 35 swim team members this year and was going well.  One employee was upgraded to assistant waterfront director, but some difficulty with other staff members caused two to be let go.  A billboard for the Haunted House would be displayed on Rt. 9G, and the ‘Mommy & Me’ program would have a time change for next year due to sparse attendance.  The tennis courts still had a few cracks, and the nets did not have net straps.  Mrs. Shafer advised Supervisor Tetor that the Pine Plains School District was still charging for use of the fields and busses, as if the austerity budget was still in effect.  Mr. Tetor will look into this matter.      

  
Councilwoman Stern gave her report from the 8/13 Fire Commissioners’ meeting: the new radios were working well, but a new roof for the firehouse and a new hose dryer will be needed, so they will budget for these items.  The Cascade air system has not been sold yet, and discussions continue for a paid daytime ambulance contract.  In June there were 6 fires, 2 motor vehicle accidents and 10 EMS calls.


From the two August School Board meetings, Mrs. Stern reported that the School Board evaluated their goals for the upcoming school year, to include 1) enhancing academic life and an increased graduation rate; 2) more faculty training; 3) increasing safety procedures; 4) minimize costs and improve energy savings; and 5) to increase social and cultural diversities.  The School Board will also be refunding school taxes to the Carvel property in the amount of $142,000, but these funds were set aside prior to the litigation.  The Ag Advisory Board has given the school an award case, and a new library media specialist, Thomas Craig Morton, was hired to fill the position of retiring Vicky LoBrutto.
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Councilman Cadwallader reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting had met the previous evening.  Bruce Lisman was requesting a lot line change on one of his parcels in order to make a larger lot, and Dawn Freer was requesting a variance for a front yard setback for a 600’ addition to an existing home.  One public hearing was held for Dennis Buonocore for a 15’ side yard variance to build a single family residence, and this was granted.

   
Councilwoman Hadden was not able to attend the July Planning Board meeting, and as there currently was no secretary, no minutes were available.


Supervisor Tetor reported that the Community Action Partnership was busy with their stimulus funds, and would be having their weatherization program in a new building.  The D.C. Mayors and Supervisors would not be meeting until September.  The Community Health Foundation was working on a ‘flex’ schedule to assist with transportation to Sharon, and the Loop Bus would have routes from Pawling to Millerton and Red Hook to Millerton, but nothing for Stanford.  The Poughkeepsie/Dutchess Transportation Council were reviewing their various highway projects funded by $24 million in stimulus funding, but would get no additional money.  However, the MTA was receiving $1.13 billion from the Federal government.  The Emergency Response committee for Stanford, Pine Pains, Northeast and Amenia were sending out RFP’s for 2 daytime EMT’s and an ambulance driver.  Mr. Tetor also stated that he had met with the Pine Plains Schools’ Superintendent regarding the budget, adding that there might be mid-year cuts to education and municipalities. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Carol Hanlon, representing the Concerned Citizens Group, asked for the to-date expenses of the Codes Committee and the anticipated ones for 2010.


Gladys Estony, Anderson Road, asked about a bus for the Quadricentennial celebration on October 4th. 


Mel Eiger, Attlebury Road, asked who was responsible for the removal of the bushes and small numbers on the Town Hall hill.


Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, asked about local residents obtaining sand / salt in the winter from the Highway Department.


George Lind, Hobbs Lane, suggested that the Town sponsor dinners or dances to bring in revenue, asked about purchasing with other towns, and suggested more use of solar energy, wind power and composting. 

HIGHWAY: Supt. Myers was not at this meeting, but the following resolution was offered for plowing and sanding County roads for the ‘09-‘10 winter season:

TOWN OF STANFORD

RESOLUTION #14 OF 2009


At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Stanford, held on August 13th, 2009, Supervisor David Tetor offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Councilwoman Virginia Stern:


WHEREAS, the Town Superintendent of Highways has been requested by the County of Dutchess to participate in the regional County Highway Snow and Ice Control Program within the boundaries of the Town, and


WHEREAS, and logically, an earlier or sooner response factor can be provided by Town units and personnel within the locale thereby benefiting the overall safety and welfare of town residents and local community interest, and


WHEREAS, such participation by the town in removing snow from designated County highways, and by sanding and salting or otherwise treating them for the purpose of maintaining highway safety and accessibility for emergency services, is specifically authorized by Article 6, Section 135 of the New York State Highway Law, now,


RESOLVED, that the Town Highway Superintendent be and is herein authorized to perform such work as is found necessary, and at hourly rates as agreed upon by the Town and the County for the renting and hiring of such equipment for the Winter season 2009 – 2010.

I, Ritamary Bell, Clerk of the Town of Stanford, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution offered and adopted at a meeting of the Town Board held on August 13th, 2009.
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Roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. PLANNING BOARD SECRETARY VACANCY: After discussion with Planning Board chairman Bob Butts, one more applicant would be interviewed.  After further discussion, it was agreed, on a motion made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, that a Special Town Board Meeting would be held on Monday, August 24th at 7:30 PM in order to appoint a secretary and start budget discussions.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. ACCEPT UPDATE OF RESOLUTION FOR COURT GRANT: As the Justice Court’s grant application required a statement of support by resolution from the Town Board, and it had been neglected for approval at the July meetings, the following update of last year’s resolution was approved, as follows:

RESOLUTION #13 OF 2009

TO ALLOW THE TOWN OF STANFORD JUSTICE COURT 

TO APPLY FOR A 2009 JUSTICE COURT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (JCAP) GRANT

Motion made by:__David Tetor__________

Seconded by:_____Joyce Hadden________
WHEREAS the Town of Stanford Justice Court has been given the opportunity to apply for a 2009 Justice Court Assistance Program ( JCAP) Grant, and

WHEREAS the Town of Stanford Town Board enthusiastically supports any outside funding for equipment and/or renovations, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board supports the Town of Stanford Justice Court in making their application for the 2009 Justice Court Assistance Program Grant in requesting up to the maximum amount allowed per jurisdiction, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution, certified on the 20th day of July, 2009, be included with their grant application and be forwarded to the New York State Office of Court Administration.

Roll Call vote as follows:
Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes;
Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor – yes.

Certified this 20th day of July, 2009

(A copy of this resolution will be attached to the Minutes of the July 20th, 2009 Town Board Meeting.)
2. FUND TRANSFER: RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO GENERAL FUND: A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to transfer $6000.00 from the Rec. Cap. Improvement Fund (#3009268) to the General Fund (#3900018) to cover the costs for repairs made to the tennis courts.   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Mention was made that the check for Copeland will not be mailed until any remaining cracks in the courts were addressed.

3. BUDGET RESOLUTION: The following General Fund Budget resolution was read by Supervisor Tetor:                     BUDGET RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION # 15 OF 2009



             Motion made by Supervisor David Tetor



             Seconded by Councilman Robert Cadwallader 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2009 General Fund budget:


Account





Increase
Decrease

00-01-1410-20 – Town Clerk Equip.-Records Rm. Air purifier
$ 134.00




00-01-1410-40 – Town Clerk Contractual




$ 134.00
  

00-04-5110-20 – Hwy. Supt. Equip.-computer

$ 350.00




00-04-5110-40 – Hwy. Supt. Contractual




$ 350.00


00-06-7140-21 – Recreation-tennis courts


$ 6,000.00


  

00-07-8010-41 – Cell Tower




$ 1,817.84










TOTAL:
$ 8,301.84
$ 484.00



Revenues

00-2113  Cell Tower Escrow




$ 1,817.84




00-2705  Rec. Capital Improvement Fund


$ 6,000.00








TOTAL:
$ 7,817.84



Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

Budget Resolution # 15 of 2009 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members and certified this 13th day of August, 2009.

4. 2010 SALARY SCHEDULE: This discussion was tabled and will be brought up at the August 24th Special Meeting.

5. MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUEST: A moratorium waiver request was received from Dawn Freer and Peter Stein for an addition to a home on Hunns Lake Point.  A public hearing on this matter was approved for a Special Town Board meeting already scheduled, on Thursday, September 3rd, 2009 at 7:30 PM on the motion of David Tetor, second by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

6. CONTRACT WITH DAVE CLOUSER / D.C. WATER & WASTEWATER – STUDY FOR TOWN CENTER: Supervisor Tetor stated that this contract had been reviewed by Attorney Bogle, Robert Butts and Neil Wilson, and asked for a motion to approve the contract.  Discussion followed that several of the Board members had not yet seen it.  The matter was then tabled until the 8/24/09 Special Meeting.    

7. BUS FOR QUADRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION:  After prior discussion, Supervisor Tetor will contact either JTR Bus Company or look into getting a school bus.  It was mentioned that the cost of a bus could be offset by donations.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

8. COUNCILWOMAN STERN’S LETTER TO THE TOWN BOARD: A letter from Mrs. Stern regarding the water study contract was discussed at the Monday workshop.

9. RECREATION COMMISSION VACANCY: The vacant position on the Recreation Commission did not have to be filled by a senior, as had been customary.  One letter of interest had been received from Renee Richard, but after discussion, Rec. Commission Chairwoman Sue Blouse would be contacted before any appointment was made.  This will be discussed again at the August 24th Special Meeting.

10. MILL LANE BRIDGE: Councilwoman Shafer had been contacted by the Fire Company regarding this matter, but had not yet heard back from them officially.  The matter was tabled until September.             

11. CHANGE IN TOWN HALL’S ‘1793’ DISPLAY: Supervisor Tetor stated that to replace the dead shrubbery on the Town Hall hill would have cost $4,533.  The landscaper who did the plantings by the addition suggested white stones in stone dust, for a cost of $2,378.  Since the original landscaping bid came in lower than expected,
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Supervisor Tetor made the decision to put ‘1793’ on the hill as suggested, but said that the elevation of the stones needs to be redone.  Councilwoman Stern felt that this expenditure should have come before the Town Board first.

12. HIGHWAY GARAGE MEETING LETTER: Some of the Town taxpayers had already received their copy, but others with different zip codes other than 12581 would be getting them very soon.

13. ROY BUDNIK’S SPECIAL USE PERMIT REQUEST FOR A FARMERS’ MARKET AND MIXED COMMERCIAL USE OF PROPERTY ON ROUTE 82 – PLANNING BOARD TO HAVE LEAD AGENCY STATUS: Planning Board Chairman Bob Butts has stated that the Planning Board would like to have lead agency status on these requests.  The Board agreed to defer to the Planning Board, and Supervisor Tetor read the declination letter.  A motion to approve the Planning Board acting as lead agency was made by David Tetor, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

14. STANFORD WILDLIFE PRESERVE – WITHDRAW FROM ‘WHIP’ PROGRAM: The Town Board and the Conservation Advisory Commission were in agreement to withdraw from the ‘WHIP’ program, and a motion to this effect was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

15. COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION MEETINGS: This matter was covered by Supervisor Tetor earlier in the meeting.

16. TOWN CLERK’S VOUCHER FOR HUNTING CARDS: Councilwomen Stern and Shafer had no problem with this matter, but Supervisor Tetor felt that it was not proper as printed: “Compliments of Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk.”  After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern to approve the payment of this voucher for the cards, but have next year’s cards read “Compliments of the Town of Stanford, Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk.”  The motion was seconded by Robert Cadwallader, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - no; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - no.  Motion carried.

17. OTHER: Johanna Shafer made a motion to approve the Conservation Advisory Commission’s plans for the Stanford Wildlife Preserve, as presented at the July meeting. Mrs. Stern seconded the motion, adding that it would be a lovely addition to the Town.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Supervisor Tetor mentioned that he had spoken with several State Assemblymen, and that an audit of the MTA would be conducted.  The employee tax that was being proposed would hurt a lot of people.


Councilwoman Shafer asked why the Building Inspector was not present as she had several things to ask him about, including a letter received from Marshall Crodelle.  Supervisor Tetor responded that one of the matters, a sign on Route 82, had already been removed, but he would speak to Mr. Smith tomorrow.


Councilwoman Stern asked Attorney Bogle about the progress of the 125 Market Lane matter.


Councilman Cadwallader stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman had asked him when the Codes Committee would be finished with their work.


With no other business at hand, a motion was then made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

