TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 3RD, 2009 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, September 3rd, 2009.  Supervisor David Tetor called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the troops still in harm’s way.  


Roll Call:  
Robert Cadwallader - present




Joyce Hadden – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – absent (would arrive later in the meeting)




David Tetor – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle, Jr. and Building Inspector Don Smith.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The September 2009 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Escrow Abstract were approved for payment on a motion made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 20034-20069, in the amount of $25,090.30; and Highway Fund, check numbers 20070-20081, in the amount of $9,006.47.  Grand total of Abstract #9 of 2009: $34,096.77.  Planning Escrow Abstract #9P, check numbers 676-679, in the amount of $5,303.50.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – absent; David Tetor - yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the August 13th, 2009 Town Board Meeting and the August 24th Special Meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – absent; David Tetor - yes.  

[Changes in agenda order]

PUBLIC HEARING:

MORATORIUM WAIVER FOR DIVYANAND SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION –

SPECIAL USE PERMIT AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL


A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to close the regular meeting and go into the first scheduled Public Hearing.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – absent; David Tetor - yes.


Jolanda Jansen, representing the applicant – explained that the property was a 15-acre residential parcel with one house.  The Hindu group would be coming up on weekends from New York City and spending time there meditating.  The five bedroom house has had the living room modified to become a meditation room with mats and an altar.  As the group had approached the Town for tax exempt status as a religious organization, a conditional approval pending the special use permit and site plan approval from the Planning Board was granted; a religious use in a residential zone needs a special use permit.  The Planning Board will address safety concerns, emergency exit signs, fire inspections, and if the well and septic can handle the number of people expected.  The neighbors’ input is needed as there would be additional traffic in and out of the driveway.  A waiver is required from the Town Board so that the group can continue with their application before the Planning Board, who can approve or deny, place conditions: hours of operation, the number of people.  The parcel is on Creamery Road, the Coonradts’ old house, set back on a long driveway in the middle of the woods, far from other homes.


[Councilwoman Stern arrived back to the meeting.]


Atty. Bogle – stated that the property was granted tax exemption from the Assessor, conditioned upon the ownership issues.


A motion was then made by David Tetor, seconded by Virginia Stern, to close the Public Hearing and go back into the regular session.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
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PUBLIC HEARING:

MORATORIUM WAIVER FOR DAWN FREER AND PETER STEIN-

FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE FOR 600 SQ. FT. ADDITION TO 

HUNNS LAKE ROAD HOME


A motion was made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the regular meeting and enter into the second scheduled Public Hearing.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


Supervisor Tetor explained that this waiver request from Dawn Freer and Peter Stein was for an addition to an old home they had purchased on Hunns Lake Road, less than 1,000 sq. ft. because they wanted to add on a 600 sq. ft addition.  Planning Board Chairman Bob Butts had forwarded them to the Town Board for a moratorium waiver.

There was no public comment on this matter.


A motion was then made by Joyce Hadden, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to close the Public Hearing and go back into the regular session.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

MORATORIUM REQUESTS: A motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Virginia Stern, to approve both moratorium waiver requests.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

HIGHWAY: A motion was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve sand and salt availability, limited to two 5-gallon buckets per storm, to Town residents between the hours of 7 AM and 3:30 PM, and will be stored by the Highway Garage gates for monitoring.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  This notice will be also posted at the Town Hall.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. AUDITOR’S REPORT: Town Auditor Rae Achille presented her 2008 audit to the Town Board for the Supervisor, Town Clerk, the Building Inspector, the Tax Collector and the two Town Justices.  A motion was made that the Justices’ audits had been received and would be forwarded on to the State, as per New York State law.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Mrs. Achille also answered Councilman Cadwallader’s question regarding spending fund balance for a new Highway Garage, explaining that a Capital Project Fund, and then a Special Reserve Fund would be set up.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. CONTRACT WITH DAVE CLOUSER FOR TOWN CENTER WATER STUDY: Supervisor Tetor had given the Board’s suggestions for the contract to Attorneys Bogle and Butts, and to Planner Neil Wilson, and then made a motion to allow him to sign the contract with the County.  The motion was seconded by Robert Cadwallader, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - no; Virginia Stern – abstained, as she had not seen the contract; David Tetor - yes.  Motion carried.

2. RECREATION COMMISSION VACANCIES: Supervisor Tetor stated that Lisa Shaffer was resigning from the Recreation Commission and Helen Thorpe had sent in her letter of resignation in July. As two positions were now open, a motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to accept both Sarah Rigolino and Renee Richard as Rec. Chairwoman Sue Blouse wanted both applicants, pending receipt of a resignation letter from Lisa Shaffer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.
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3. HIGHWAY CUSTODIAN POSITION: As the ad for this position was just in the newspaper, no letters of interest had been received yet.  Tabled until October.

4. OTHER: Councilwoman Stern asked Town Atty. Bogle about the status of the property at 125 Market Lane, and asked about having engineer Ray Jurkowski’s power point presentation for the new garage be posted on to the website.


Councilwoman Shafer made mention of a letter received from Jan Weido, with Supervisor Tetor replying that the two gravel mines are not part of Dave Clouser’s study.

NEW BUSINESS:

2. BUDGET RESOLUTION – HIGHWAY FUND: Supervisor Tetor read the following resolution:

BUDGET RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION # 16 OF 2009



Motion made by Councilwoman Joyce Hadden



Seconded by Supervisor David Tetor

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2009 Highway Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2009 Highway Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease____

01-04-5110-41
 - General Repairs
 _________________________        $ 12,000.00__


01-04-5120-40 – Bridges



$ 1,800.00



  

01-04-5130-20 – 




$    469.00





01-04-5130-48 – Fuel







$ 2,269.00


01-02-5142-42 – Salt




$ 12,000.00










TOTAL:
$  14,269.00

$ 14,269.00



  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.

Budget Resolution # 16 of 2009 unanimously approved and adopted by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members.  Certified this 3rd day of September, 2009. 

3. OTHER: Attorney Bogle stated that there was a Planning Board Escrow deficiency for one applicant and suggested that 1) either put the application on hold; 2) pursue through litigation; or 3) assess against the property by a 30-day notice.  A “Notice of Intent” letter for failure to pay fees as prescribed in Section 90-9 of the Town of Stanford Code, will be sent to the applicant by registered mail to appear at the October 8th, 2009 Town Board meeting.


Supervisor reminded all those in attendance that Community Day will be Saturday, September 19th (rain date-Sun. 9/20), and that he was looking into getting a school bus for those interested in attending the Quadricentennial celebration for the Walkway over the Hudson on October 3rd.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilwoman Shafer stated that she did not have a report from the Recreation Commission, but reported that the C.A.C. had been working on their budget; several members had met with the Supervisor.  Eagle Scout projects were being discussed for walkways, parking, and perhaps problems with invasive species.  Mrs. Shafer asked if the Town Board would pass a resolution to approve giving the CAC authority over the Stanford Wildlife Preserve.  Mr. Tetor stated that the Town Board has authority over the Preserve, but after further discussion, a motion was made by Johanna Shafer to give the CAC responsibility for planning for the Preserve, with the Town Board’s approval.  The motion was seconded by Virginia Stern, with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.  Motion carried.


Councilwoman Stern had the following report from the 8/26/09 Fire Commissioners’ meeting: they are looking into replacing/repairing the fire house roof, 
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adding on an addition for more storage space, and one of the trucks will have extensive work done by D.C. Diesel for about $10,500.  In July, the Fire Company responded to 14 fires, 6 accidents and 9 EMT calls.  From the Aug. 26th School Board meeting, Mrs. Stern 

reported that the district’s elementary safety plan had been updated; a 9th Grade orientation for students and parents would be on 8/25; the Stanford Historical Society will attend the 9/9 meeting to discuss acquiring the Attlebury School House; two board members will look into how other school districts have worked with foundations to supplement student activities; $400,000 was transferred from the reserve funds to the Seymour Smith reconstruction project, and another $400,000 to save borrowing for new school buses; and $800,000 was transferred from the fund balance to reduce this year’s tax levy.  The next meeting will be 9/9/09 at 7 PM at the Middle School/High School Library.


Councilman Cadwallader stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals would meet next week.


Councilwoman Hadden had the following report from the Planning Board: three public hearings were held with no disagreement from the public for the Millbrook School Master Plan, the Seebruch Special Use Permit and the 317 Main Mall Corp. plan approval for a farmers’ market.  George Osborne’s Sherwood Forest application requested a permanent approval extension, and was advised to contact Attorney for the Town Bogle and submit an application to the Planning Board for this request.  The Millbrook School Master Plan was tabled as the applicants were not in attendance.  The Seebruch Special Use Permit applicant will receive approval at the September 30th meeting.  The 317 Main Mall Corp farmers’ market application was asked to submit a revised plan for parking and sign location and size, and will be reviewed again at the September meeting.


Supervisor Tetor reported that the Northern Dutchess Alliance had met today and would have another meeting on 9/17 at Norrie Point with a spokesman from the MTA along with a representative from the Governor’s office, and Assemblyman Molinaro to discuss their new fees.  The Dutchess County Community Action Partnership will meet on 9/16, and he added that he was unable to attend the Tuesday evening D.C. Supervisors and Mayors meeting.  The Tick Task Force reported that the County is leading the country in Lyme Disease cases, and added that two new tick borne illnesses are coming from woodchucks.  Mr. Tetor added that the annual Town & Country Day Tour would be Sept. 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM (cost-$50) and would include a visit to the Sisters Hill Farm and lunch at the Grange.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, asked what had been spent for Codes Committee work.  Mr. Tetor responded that from 2006 to 2009, $48,538 had been spent on the planner, books, maps and Dave Clouser.  Mrs. Hanlon asked if there would be a line item in the ’10 budget for future expenses, with Mr. Tetor stating that this will hopefully be done by February.


Ginny Speed, Hunns Lake Road, asked if the Senior exercise class would get new shades and an air conditioner in the Senior room.  Mr. Tetor replied that he had received quotes for new shades but would get a better price if more were purchased, and he was looking into having other rooms done.  The air conditioner in the Senior Room was working well.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made at approximately 9:25 PM by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Joyce Hadden, to close the regular meeting and enter into an Executive Session regarding personnel and possible litigation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


The Town Board exited their Executive Session at 10:35 PM on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, second by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


A motion to approve the 2010 Salary Schedule, as reviewed and discussed, was made by Robert Cadwallader, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes. (Copies available upon request.)
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A motion was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader, to examine the Tax Collector’s records and verify them with the County, as discussed in Executive Session, and to advertise for a new Tax Collector, salary to be determined, 

tentative amount: $4,542.82.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.


With no other business to attend to, a motion to adjourn at 10:37 PM was made by David Tetor, seconded by Robert Cadwallader.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Robert Cadwallader – yes; Joyce Hadden - yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes; David Tetor - yes.








Respectfully submitted,









Ritamary Bell









Town Clerk

