TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE 2010 REORGANIZATION MEETING

JANUARY 4th, 2010


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their Reorganization Meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Monday, January 4, 2010.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for those trying to keep peace in this troubled world, and so that they may find common ground to work together for the residents of the Town of Stanford.

Roll Call:  
Mark D’Agostino – present



Thomas Dewhirst – present



Johanna Shafer – present



Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance was Highway Supt. Jim Myers. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Charles Hanlon congratulated all of the newly elected and re-elected officials.

SWEARING IN CEREMONY OF NEWLY ELECTED TOWN BOARD MEMBER: Town Justice Dennis Smith performed the swearing in ceremony for newly elected Councilman Mark D’Agostino.  


Note: Supervisor Stern, Councilman Dewhirst, Town Clerk Bell, Town Justice Smith and Highway Supt. Myers took their Oaths of Office on Saturday, Jan. 2, 2010.

HIGHWAY: Supt. Myers reported that the all was well.

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. C.A.C. AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT CLERK VACANCIES: Both of these vacancies will be discussed at the next regular meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. ACKNOWLEDGE TOWN CLERK’S RECEIPT OF LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM VIRGINIA STERN AS COUNCILWOMAN: Mrs. Stern’s letter of resignation was received by the Town Clerk on December 30, 2009.  The Town Board will need to appoint a person for only one year for this vacant position; this will then be the subject of an election in Nov. 2010. 

2. APPROVAL OF 2010 APPOINTMENTS: A motion was made by Thomas Dewhirst, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to approve the 2010 employees and appointees as presented:

	POSITION
	Name

	Assessor’s Clerk 
	Mona Lantz

	Assessor’s Aides-BAR
	Ritamary Bell

	Assessor’s data collector
	Donald Walker

	Bookkeeper
	Bonnie Hall

	Budget Officer
	Virginia Stern

	Building Inspector
	Donald Smith

	Building Inspector Secretary
	Katrina Gore

	C.A.C. Secretary
	Elizabeth Ashton

	Dog Control Officer
	James Schulhoff

	Historian
	Dorothy Burdick

	Hwy-custodian
	    Vacant 

	Hwy-Deputy Superintendent
	Jeffery Wendover

	HWY-HMEO
	D. Brennan, J. Evans, M. Germond, J. Schulhoff 

	HWY-HMEO
	J. Wendover, C. Wilser

	HWY-MEO/Auto Mechanic
	Raymond Gallinger 

	HWY-p/t mower-maintenance.
	

	HWY Secretary. 
	Meghan O'Connor
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	HWY-flagmen
	

	HWY-Wingman
	

	Justice Court Clerk
	Carolyn Harklerode

	Justice Court Clerk
	Patty Koch

	Planning Board Secretary
	Michelle Turck

	Records Management
	     Vacant

	Registrar-Vital Statistics
	Ritamary Bell

	Deputy Registrar-Vital Statistics
	Donna Howay

	Tax Collector
	Henry Boehringer

	Tax Collector Deputy
	Ritamary Bell

	Town Clerk Deputy
	Donna Howay

	Town Clerk Deputy
	Elizabeth Ashton

	Town Hall Custodian
	Stephen Snyder

	Transfer Station custodians
	Gary Koch, P. J. Agnelli, K. Koch, T. Hoagland

	Zoning Board Secretary
	Mona Lantz

	Recreation Director
	Richard Dalzell

	Recreation Secretary
	Karla Triola


Motion carried with all voting in favor.

3. SUPERVISOR’S APPOINTMENTS: The following appointments were made by Town Supervisor Stern: Deputy Supervisor will be Councilwoman Johanna Shafer, as well as liaison to the Planning Board and the Fire Company; Councilman D’Agostino – liaison to the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Recreation Commission; Councilman Dewhirst – liaison to the C.A.C. and Highway.  Supervisor Stern will cover insurance matters, the Transfer Station, buildings and Cable.  A Pine Plains School Board liaison will be discussed at a later date.   

4. OFFICIAL DESIGNATIONS FOR 2010: The following designations were made by Supervisor Stern with the Board members in agreement.

· The official newspapers - the Poughkeepsie Journal, the Northern Dutchess News and the Hudson Valley News.

· The official banks will remain Stissing National Bank, insured up to the Federal limits, M & T Bank as 3rd party collateral and the savings accounts continuing to be managed by MBIA NY CLASS, as they have a higher interest rate.

· The mileage rate – Town employees using their own vehicles for Town business will be reimbursed at 50¢ per mile.

· Emergency Interim Successors are # 1 – Johanna Shafer, # 2 – Thomas Dewhirst and # 3 - Ritamary Bell.

5. BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: Supervisor Stern stated that while most of the Board and Commission members whose terms were expiring wished to be reappointed, she had requested of them that they wait until the February meeting. 

6. APPROVE KENNEL CONTRACT WITH PINE PLAINS VETERINARY ASSOCIATES: A motion to approve the 2010 Kennel Contract with Pine Plains Veterinary Associates was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

7. APPROVE “PROCUREMENT POLICY / GUIDELINES”: Supervisor Stern briefly described the Town’s Procurement Policy.  A motion to accept the policy for 2010 was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

8. APPROVE MONETARY POLICY: The Town’s Monetary Policy was read by Supervisor Stern and approved as written for 2010 on her motion, seconded by Johanna Shafer. Motion carried with all in favor.
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9. MEETING RULES AND PROCEDURES: Supervisor Stern summarized the Town’s Meeting Rules and Procedures and reaffirmed them for 2010, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

10. ESTABLISH INSURANCE PREMIUM PERCENTAGES: Eligible full-time employees who have insurance through the Town’s plans will continue to pay 20% of the premiums, with the Town contributing 80%.  Councilman D’Agostino asked if there had been an increase in the cost of premiums, with the Bookkeeper, in the audience, replying that they had gone up 11% but the Town had saved money by obtaining more specialized plans.  A motion to approve the premium percentages was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

11. DUTCHESS COUNTY SHERIFF’S CONTRACT: Supervisor Stern had not received this contract, adding that the Town has also never received one for 2009.  She will call the Sheriff’s Department and get one.  The matter will be discussed again at that time.

12. OTHER: Supervisor Stern stated that after paying for all expenses involved in the taping of the Town Board meetings for the last two years, she felt that this expense ($115 per month) should be paid for by the Town.


The appointment of a new Town Board member was briefly discussed.  Mrs. Stern said that three letters of interest had been received and it would be good to make the appointment this evening so that the Board had a full complement of members for the regular January meeting.  Councilman Dewhirst suggested that since Councilman D’Agostino had not seen all of the letters, this should be put off until the next meeting, January 14th, 2010.  Brief discussion followed that the appointment of this Board member should be discussed in an Executive Session. 


Supervisor Stern said that she would be having regular business hours in the Town Hall every day from 9 AM – Noon, subject to an occasional change.  She will also be available on the first Saturday of every month from 10 AM until Noon.  The Town Clerk’s office will also be open at the same time.


Councilman D’Agostino asked about the Commission and Board appointments and the ramifications of their meeting without a full complement of members.  


After brief discussion, it was agreed that a new meeting format would also include a “Privilege of the Floor” at the end of each meeting. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: George Osborne asked about the Assessor’s reappointment and was told that he was still in his seven-year appointment.  He also asked about the prosecutor’s appointment and the Town Attorney.  Mrs. Stern replied that the prosecutor will be appointed at the pleasure of the Board, but is an exempt position, but a new Town Attorney was being discussed.


Mary Weinberger asked about the Town Attorney position.


Carol Hanlon questioned why the vacancy on the Town Board would be discussed in Executive Session, and if suggestions could still be made for the position.  Supervisor Stern stated that she was not sure if that would be the case; it might be discussed at the regular January meetings, and also replied that people can still apply.


Mike Kelsey, County Legislator, introduced himself and would attend as many Town Board meetings as he could.


Councilman D’Agostino asked about the interview process for the Town Attorney.  Supervisor Stern replied that the current attorney had been interviewed along with two others by two Town Board members, and a decision would be made at the January meeting.


Joyce Hadden asked if an ad had been placed in the papers for the attorney position.  Mrs. Stern said that they probably should and would work with the Clerk on this ad.

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting at about 8:15P M and go into an Executive Session regarding personnel.  Motion carried with all in favor.
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A motion to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting at about 9:45 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried.


With no action taken, a motion to adjourn was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all in favor.







Respectfully submitted,








Ritamary Bell








Town Clerk 

