TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 11th, 2010 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, March 11th, 2010.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of reflection for those working to keep peace in our troubled world.

Roll Call:  
Mark D’Agostino – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Christopher Flynn – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance were Highway Supt. Jim Myers and Attorney Jon Adams, taking William Bogle’s place for this meeting.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: The March 2010 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Board Escrow Abstract were both approved on the motion of Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, as follows: General Fund, check numbers 20497-20547 [JC Fund, ck.# 20500], in the amount of $38,661.03; Highway Fund, check numbers 20548-20575, in the amount of $89,867.07; Stanford Free Library, ck.# 20576-$123,000.00; and Stanford Fire District, ck.# 20577-$292,500.00. Grand total of Abstract #3 of 2010: $544,028.10.  Abstract #3P, check numbers 710-712, in the amount of $1,396.50.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The Minutes of the February 11th, 2010 Meeting were amended to include an addition, after consultation with the Attorney for the Town, on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, as follows: page 4, #3-Farm and Agricultural Board: The Farm and Agricultural Committee will be charged to support local farms with information from both the larger agricultural community and any sources of funding, and to advise the Town Board on important farm and agricultural issues facing local farms.  The Farm and Agricultural Committee will have no separate and distinct powers from the Town Board and will be an advisory committee only.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

The Minutes of the February 21st, 2010 Special Meeting were amended to include the following addition, on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst: Mention was also made that no Town Board member had received any benefit from any law firms or partners of same that had applied to be retained.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman D’Agostino stated that the Recreation Commission had met on 3/10 and discussed the following matters: winter basketball needed more volunteers, the Commission was anxious to get their brochure on the website; the Easter Egg Hunt will be 3/27 and they are looking for an “Easter Bunny” and “Tigger”; the baseball season opening day will be 4/3 (rain date, 4/10); the dedication of the Erin Shanley ballfield will be on 4/17, and the end of year picnic will be 6/17.  The Rec. Commission also discussed having children’s games at the Stanford History Day on 7/17.  Mr. D’Agostino also spoke of Zoning Board of Appeals’ applications for Bixby (renovation) and Syverson (addition) as well as a lot line adjustment for RPG Development.  Public Hearings will be held on April 14th.


Councilman Dewhirst stated that all the tank work had been done at the Highway Garage and no fines were incurred.  However, they were having problems with the old bucket truck’s boom.  The Conservation Advisory Commission had received two letters of interest for the vacant position and was recommending one applicant; were looking forward to working on the Master Plan updates, as well as looking into grants for the Stanford Wildlife Preserve.  He added that CAC member Barry Haydasz was attending an Hudsonia workshop. 


Councilwoman Shafer stated that the Fire Commissioners meeting would be held next week.  From the Planning Board, she reported on the Divyanand public hearing but much more input would be needed as well as SEQRA issues addressed.  The 317 Main Mall’s application for a farmers’ market was withdrawn; the Planning Board will have lead agency status for the RPG lot line adjustment; Millbrook School’s application for a 
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tennis court platform will be forwarded to the County Planning Department and will need to ask the Town Board for a moratorium waiver; and the Osborne subdivision requested, and was approved for, a six-month extension.

Supervisor Stern informed the audience that there had been five local burglaries lately with one person already arrested.  All residents should be aware of unusual cars and keep home and car doors locked.  She also made mention that the census workers were around but residents should ask for their ID.  On Sat., 3/13, the Sheriff’s Department will be giving a presentation at the Town Hall at 10AM on how to keep you and your home safe.  On Feb. 14th through 17th, she had attended the Association of Towns meeting with Councilwoman Shafer.  Topics included “home rule,” comprehensive plans, meeting the needs of the community during difficult economic times, budgeting and managing taxpayer dollars, competitive bidding, shared services and grants.  Mrs. Stern also urged all to complete and mail the census forms.

PRESENTATION OF PAINTING: KAY COUSE: Mrs. Kay Couse presented a painting of the Depot Lane train station to the Town done by her son-in-law Jim Shockley, who recently moved to Florida.  Supervisor Stern gave a brief history of the station as well as showing the original telegraph key from it.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Virginia Speed, Hunns Lake Road, read a letter from Ann Collins of Cold Spring Road regarding the Town Board’s appointment of an attorney.

HIGHWAY: 

1. Highway Supt. Myers had requested that the Town Board authorize him to spend an additional $20,000 to purchase a used paver and a used bucket truck.  This matter will be completed later in the meeting with a budget resolution.

2. Two letters with invoices will be sent to residents that a) had an evicted tenant’s belongings put out on a town road, and b) did not have their private road plowed when a fire call came in.  Both of these matters were approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, with all voting in favor.

3. The Highway Superintendent requested that the Town Board look into increasing his term from 2 years to four years, as was most town superintendents.  This will be discussed again at the April workshop.

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. C.A.C. VACANCY: The C.A.C. recommended that Brenda Lynch be appointed to the vacant position, and was approved by the Town Board on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded Tom Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all in favor.

2. WEBSITE PROGRESS:  Town Board members Dewhirst and Shafer volunteered to research web designers, but after discussion, decided to have Jason Woodcock do the work.  This was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, with all voting in favor.  Motion carried.

3. GARAGE COMMITTEE UPDATES: The Garage Committee has recommended that the proposed public hearing be postponed as they were not quite ready.

4. OTHER: Councilman Dewhirst asked if the “County Legislator” report be perhaps moved on the agenda to “OTHER.” but both Supervisor Stern and Leg. Mike Kelsey thought that being at the very end was fine. 


Councilman D’Agostino read the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #6 OF 2010

MASTER PLAN / CODES COMMITTEE

Motion made by: Mark D’Agostino

Seconded by: Thomas Dewhirst

WHEREAS, on February 11, 2010 the Stanford Town Board approved a resolution creating a Comprehensive Planning Committee (CPC), and 
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WHEREAS, the CPC creation was based on the Supervisor’s statement that “we have to first establish a committee, the makeup, how it is going to work is determined at a later time. We must establish a committee so we can apply for a moratorium extension,” as evidenced from the video of the 2/11/10 Town Board meeting. The moratorium extension was approved by the Town Board on March 8, 2010, and

WHEREAS, in the previous moratorium extension filed May 12, 2009 with the D.C. Planning Dept. which Supervisor Stern received on 2/11/10 and neglected to make available to the Board, therein including a resolution approved by the Town Board (which included Mrs. Stern and Shafer) stating:

“WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford developed and empowered an ad hoc Master Planning Committee as well as several other committees or sub committees, such as affordable housing, agricultural or farming, which have met to study the possible changes to the zoning code and such master planning committee and other committees or sub committees have recommended revisions to the zoning code to regulate land use development, zoning and other factors including the master plan within the town of Stanford and Whereas the committees were formed, met and deliberated and made recommendations and the town has received information and held joint meetings of the town boards or commissions, committees and interested persons as well as its planning consultant to assist the town…” and 

WHEREAS, over the last three years, Town money was expended on behalf of the ad hoc Master Planning Committee’s work, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to follow the recommendation of the Association of Towns’ Attorney and to be consistent with what has transpired in the Board Minutes over the last 3 years, that the committees were empowered and duly authorized, and to be consistent with what has been filed with the D.C. Planning Department in all the previous moratorium extensions, all references to Comprehensive Plan Committee be changed to Master Plan/Codes Committee and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members who have given unfailing and competent service to the Master Plan/Codes Committee, which was unilaterally dissolved by Supervisor Stern without Town Board knowledge or input, be reinstated to continue their work.  The members include Bob Butts, Tom Angell, Steve Gotovich, Dave Tetor, Joyce Hadden, and John Royall, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, time being of the essence, that the Town Board set a public hearing to review the work of the Master Plan/ Codes Committee in an effort to build on what has done before, and as Ms. Stern has indicated, we should “build on all the previous discussions and input that have been put forth by the previous groups” and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Town Board go into Executive Session to consider the applications for membership on the Master Plan/Codes Committee so as to achieve a full 9 member board.  

Discussion followed with Councilman D’Agostino requesting that an email from an attorney from the Association of Towns be made a matter of record, stating as follows: “…any dispute amongst the Town Board members as to whether the committees were properly created or disbanded is best addressed by a board resolution that sets forth the various committees, their mission and their membership, and eliminates any future confusion on this matter.  Such resolution may acknowledge and continue the work of the committees as they may have existed prior to January 1, 2010, or alter the membership of committees, or disband the committees, and create new committees altogether.  Taking such action will put to rest any uncertainty regarding the committee, rendering the 

Town Board Minutes

3/11/10, page 4

questions raised… concerning the propriety of their creation and/or disbandment moot.”  Other Town Board members objected to it since they did not have prior knowledge of this resolution and requested that it be tabled.  A roll call vote was then taken as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes



Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes



Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes



Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – no



Supervisor Virginia Stern – no

Resolution approved by the affirmative votes of the majority of the Town Board members, and certified by the Town Clerk this 11th day of March, 2010

NEW BUSINESS:

1. WILLOWBROOK CELL TOWER APPLICATION: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to set a public hearing for this co-location application of Cingular Wireless for April 8th, 2010 at 7:30 PM, contingent upon T-Mobile, the owner of the pole, getting a certificate of compliance.  Motion carried with all in favor.

2. MILLBROOK SCHOOL TENNIS COURTS – MORATORIUM WAIVER REQUEST: Planning Board Chairman Bob Butts had the applicant forward a letter of request for this routine application to request a moratorium waiver before going further with the Planning Board.  A motion to set a public hearing for this request was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, for April 8th, 2010 as well.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

3. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS VACANCY / LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM CHRISTOPHER FLYNN:  A motion to accept the resignation of Christopher Flynn from the Z.B.A. as of 2/11/10, as he was appointed to the Town Board as of that date, was made by Thomas Dewhirst, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Mention was made that an ad had already been placed for this vacancy.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

4. PINE PLAINS SCHOOL DISTRICT REQUEST TO USE TOWN HALL: A request from the Pine Plains School District to use the Town Hall on Tuesday, May 18th, 2010 for their annual budget vote and Board of Education election was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all in favor.

5. NORTHERN DUTCHESS ALLIANCE RESOLUTION: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Stern:

RESOLUTION #7 OF 2010

IN SUPPORT OF THE NORTHERN DUTCHESS ALLIANCE’S APPLICATION TO THE HUDSON RIVER VALLEY GREENWAY FOR FUNDING IN SUPPORT OF A SERIES OF REGIONAL FORUMS

Motion made by: Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Councilman Christopher Flynn

Whereas the Northern Dutchess Alliance is applying to the Hudson River Valley Greenway for a grant in the amount of $20,000 under the 2010 Greenway Conservancy for the Hudson River Valley Annual Grant Program for a program entitled “Implementing the Northern Dutchess Alliance Blueprint for Economic Development”; and 

Whereas this series of four forums will address important issues of regional concern, including economic development compatible with agriculture; protecting unique historic sites; protecting and managing water as an essential resource; and finding ways to share services across communities to reduce costs and improve delivery (detailed calendar attached); 

Whereas this forum series will bring together member municipalities, including the Town of Stanford, with other northern Dutchess County stakeholders and decision-makers to address these issues of regional concern; and

Whereas the Northern Dutchess Alliance is a qualified 501(c)3 not-for profit, the mission of which is to create a broad-based and inclusive institutional structure for regional cooperation and economic development throughout Northern Dutchess County 
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with a public process that will lead to the implementation of the goals, ideas and policies established by the members of Northern Dutchess Alliance; and 

Whereas the grant application requires the applicant municipality or not-for-profit to obtain the ‘approval/endorsement of the governing body of the municipality or municipalities in which the project will be located”; and 

Whereas the Town of Stanford is a member in good standing of the Northern Dutchess Alliance and is supportive of the NDA’s effort to foster dialogue on pressing regional issues; 

Now Therefore, be it resolved that the governing board of the Town of Stanford hereby does approve and endorse the Northern Dutchess Alliance application for a grant under the 2010 Greenway Conservancy for the Hudson River Valley Annual Grant Program, for a project known as “Implementing the Northern Dutchess Alliance Blueprint for Economic Development.” 

Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes





Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Resolution #7 of 2010 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of March, 2010.

6. BUDGET RESOLUTION: 

RESOLUTION #8 OF 2010 

HIGHWAY FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

Motion made by: Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Councilman mark D’Agostino


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2010 Highway Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2010 Highway Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease____

01-04-5110-40 – General Repairs-Cont. Exp.   


__________    $ 2,000.00___

01-04-5110-46 – General Repairs-Engineering




$ 5,000.00___  

01-04-5130-20 – Machinery-equipment

$ 20,000.00

______


01-04-5130-45 – Machinery-outside repairs




$ 2,000.00


01-02-5130-48 – Machinery-fuel



__
______$ 10,000.00__

01-04-5140-40 – Brush & Weeds-Cont. Exp.



$ 1,000.00







TOTAL:
$ 20,000.00

$ 20,000.00



Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

Budget Resolution #8 of 2010 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members and certified this 11th day of March, 2010.

7. APPOINT FARM & AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: All five applicants’ letters were read by Supervisor Stern: Dave Tetor, David Hambleton, Terry Kilmer, Mark Burdick and Aaron Zeyher.  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to appoint all five individuals.  Mention was made that no budgetary funding had been discussed, but rather this committee would serve as a resource.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

8. APPOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE MEMBERS: After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to go into an Executive Session regarding personnel at 9:25 PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to go out of the Executive Session and back into the regular meeting at 10:55 PM.
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A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to appoint the following individuals to the Master Plan Committee:  Robert Butts, Thomas Angell, Steve Gotovich, Dave Tetor, Joyce Hadden, John Royall, Gary Lovett, Conrad Levenson, Carol Hanlon, Jan Weido, Eric Rosenfeld, Sten Wilson and Spencer Hall.  This committee will serve at the pleasure of the Town Board, will be given their “mission statement,” will write an “RFP” for a comprehensive planner, and will recommend to the Town Board their choice for a chairman.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, requested that the Board work together, not attack the Supervisor, spoke of “transparency” from Board members who had not attended past meetings and the Codes Committee.


Erin Dewhirst, Jameson Hill Road, spoke of five people with various degrees of knowledge should work together more as they have much to offer.


Mark Rugerrone, Scenic Drive, thanked the Town Board for keeping taxes down for those who wanted to get away from NYC.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT: County Legislator Mike Kelsey stated that he was happy to hear about the formation of the Farm & Agricultural committee, and added that Dave Tetor had been reinstated to the Industrial Development Committee.  The County Legislature had also appointed a new County Attorney and a new Commissioner of Planning, had repealed the electricians’ licensing law, discussed shared services contracts, legislators’ mileage reimbursement, the Resource Recovery Agency and the sales tax exemption that ended March 1st.  However, some funds will come back to the towns to perhaps offset future Board of Election expenses.  Brief discussion followed on how Mr. Kelsey voted on these matters and he would do a summary to the effect.  


With no other business at hand, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to adjourn the meeting at 11:07 PM.  Motion carried with all in favor.






Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell







Town Clerk 

