
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 10th, 2010 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, June 10th, 2010.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence to reflect on those bringing peace to the world and health to our precious environment.


Roll Call:  
Mark D’Agostino – present




Thomas Dewhirst – absent




Christopher Flynn – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:  The June 2010 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Board Escrow Abstract were both approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, as follows: General Fund check numbers 20749-20801 [JC Fund #20748] in the amount of $36,097.74; Highway Fund, check numbers 20802-20830, in the amount of $31,222.44; and Street Lighting, check # 20831 in the amount of $588.29.  Grand total of Abstract #6 of 2010: $67,908.47.  Abstract #6P, check numbers 720-722, in the amount of $1,770.70.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion to approve the May 13th, 2010 Town Board Minutes as written was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with Supervisor Stern, Councilwoman Shafer and Councilman Flynn voting yes, and Councilman D’Agostino abstaining as he had not seen the amended minutes.


A motion to approve the May 25th, 2010 Special Meeting Minutes as written was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with Supervisor Stern, Councilwoman Shafer and Councilman Flynn voting yes, and Councilman D’Agostino abstaining as he was not present at this meeting. 

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Flynn stated that he had been unable to attend any meetings as he had been working nights and no minutes had been prepared yet.


Councilman D’Agostino reported that the Rec. Commission had been working on updates to their brochure and would like to help with the website.  Baseball opening day had 300 people in attendance with the dedication of the Erin Shanley ballfield.  Registrations had started with their three registration days, and the pond had been drained and chlorine bids had been received.  Interviews of summer staff were done and decisions would be made soon, and Frankenstein’s Fortress would be listed in the Hudson Valley guide.  Mr. D’Agostino said that the Master Plan Committee would be meeting the following week.


Councilwoman Shafer reported from the Fire Commissioners meeting

that they had replaced five pagers and had put out bids for driveway and emergency roof work.  A June 1st Millis Lane meeting had been cancelled, and that there had been 11 fire calls, 2 car accidents and 12 EMS calls.  Several new members had recently joined and they had purchased three new sets of gear for them.  From the Planning Board, the Library had had a preliminary meeting for their new building and had asked about Knoller Way as an access road.  Divyanand was still under discussion but concerns over traffic were unfounded as there was a four-car limit.


 Supervisor Virginia Stern stated that a half-year mortgage check had been received for $56,355.99; the second check comes late in the year and is usually a larger amount, so the Town is on track for budgeted, estimated revenues.  The Pine Plains School budget passed by eight votes, with their proposition for new buses passing by ten votes.  The recent Supervisors and Mayors meeting covered “charge backs” to towns, especially for election costs.  They also opposed unfunded mandates, and would be writing to the Governor, the Assembly and the Senate opposing these as illegal.  An upcoming Northern Dutchess Alliance meeting would discuss the importance of clean water in the face of development.  The Wappinger Creek Watershed group was promoting July as “Watershed Awareness Month” with a special “Creek Week” program mid-month with a bird walk and a wetland habitat hike.

Town Board Minutes

6/10/10, page 2
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Supervisor Stern reminded all that this time was not for discussion with Board members but rather comments on issues only, not on personalities.  She would appreciate if these comments did not take longer than five minutes, and added that there was another time to speak at the end of the meeting as well.  Those addressing the Board could give their name and address if they would like to. 


Michael Shafer, 21 Decker Road, said that he was hoping the Board would act favorably on the Supervisor’s request for a new computer as it had been previously addressed at two other meetings. 


Joseph Norton, 232 Hobbs Lane, stated that he was surprised that the Town Clerk’s office was still only open for four hours per day; he thought the Board should look at this as these are the same hours that were in effect twenty years ago when he was Supervisor.

PUBLIC HEARING:

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2010:

TO AMEND CHAPTER 96, FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION, FOR THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SUITABLE ACCESS FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and enter into the scheduled public hearing for Proposed Local Law #2 of 2010.  Motion carried with all present in favor.


Supervisor Stern opened this public hearing by explaining that this proposed local law was planned to address an issue that had come up over the winter – a house with a long private driveway had been left unplowed and then had an emergency fire call.  The Highway Dept. had been called to plow out the driveway to allow the fire trucks to get in.


Jan Weido, Church Lane – stated that he had not read the law but was concerned with the enforcement of the law.


Atty. Bogle – responded that this was to provide safety access, and that if the Town must provide that access, the owner would be charged for the Town’s costs of clearing the private road or driveway.


With no other comments, Virginia Stern made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

HIGHWAY: 

1. HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S PROPOSED FOUR-YEAR TERM: Attorney Bogle stated that this matter did not have to be discussed until April of 2011, as the matter was to be placed on the ballot 180 days prior to the biennial election.  Then, if approved, a four-year term would not take effect until the next biennial election in 2013.

2. RADIO BID RESULTS: The Town Attorney has suggested that Highway Supt. Myers contact other Highway Superintendents and/or radio companies (who would not bid) to assist in preparing bid proposals on this matter.

3. NEW COMMITTEE LIAISONS: Supervisor Stern made the following modifications to her liaison appointments for Board members: Mark D’Agostino – Master Plan Committee and Recreation; Tom Dewhirst – C.A.C. and Highway Garage Committee; Christopher Flynn – Farm & Agricultural Committee and Z.B.A.; and Johanna Shafer – Fire Commissioners and Planning Board.

4. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT REPORT: Supervisor Stern reported that Hwy. Supt. Jim Myers was ill but had said that they had been cutting brush on Woods Drive, shoulders on Pugsley Hill, ditches on Layton and working on culvert pipes on Wendover.  They had also been doing hot patch, mowing, repaired the salt shed wall, drained the Rec. pond and mowed the dump.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1. SUPERVISOR’S COMPUTER:  Supervisor Stern had submitted a proposal to the Board for a new Dell computer and a printer in the amount of $1,641.10 for several meetings.  Computer consultant and former Milan Town Supervisor Jim Jeffries, in attendance, spoke to the Board regarding the different quotes he had received for this 
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computer request and that this was the best received.  He also spoke of the importance of the Town looking into a central computer system that would have protection against 

malware and spyware, yet offer protected access for each department’s data with automatic updates.  After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern to purchase an Optiplex 380 mini-tower, software, keyboard, mouse, speakers, a 22” monitor and a Lexmark all-in-one printer, as Mr. Jeffries had suggested, with the motion seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Councilman D’Agostino asked if the motion could be split as to several of these components, and felt that there was a pressing need for virus protection.  Supervisor Stern replied that even though the virus protection was important, it could be addressed at another time, but that the motion was for the complete computer system.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – no; Thomas Dewhirst - absent; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer - yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2010: Attorney Bogle had prepared and read the following resolution for the adoption of SEQRA for this proposed Local Law:

RESOLUTION #15 OF 2010:
SEQRA DETERMINATION FOR A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND A PORTION OF CHAPTER 96, FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION, OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD CODE

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford, has considered the adoption of a local law to amend a portion of Chapter 96, Fire Prevention and Building Construction Administration, of the Town of Stanford Code to require that all residences, dwellings and places of business have suitable access to the property for emergency vehicles in the Town of Stanford for the purpose of responding to emergency calls, and 

WHEREAS, the Local Law was prepared in draft form, and a copy of the proposed local law was sent to the Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development as a referral pursuant to N.Y. General Municipal Law Section 239-m, and a public hearing was scheduled for June 10, 2010 at a meeting of the Town Board, and 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development has commented by letter that it is “a matter of local concern,” and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board declared its intent to be lead agency, and coordinated the review with the Town of Stanford Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, CAC, Building Department and Highway Department concerning the proposed Local Law, and with no objection the Town Board was declared the Lead Agency, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 10, 2010, 

WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law is an Unlisted Action under SEQRA, as a modification or alteration of existing legislation in the Town, and 

WHEREAS, a Short Form EAF was prepared by William F. Bogle, Jr., Attorney to the Town, and Part II was completed by the Town Board, as Lead Agency, and made a Determination of Significance that the proposed action Will Not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts on June 10, 2010.

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD, that it hereby adopts the SEQRA Short Form EAF and environmental assessment, and the Determination of Non-Significance.

On June 10, 2010, a motion was made by Town Supervisor Virginia Stern, and seconded by Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino, to approve this resolution. A Roll Call vote was held, as follows:



Supervisor Virginia Stern voted: Yes







Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted:
 Yes



Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted:  Absent




Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino voted:  Yes





Town Board Member Chris Flynn voted:  Yes


The Resolution was passed by the affirmative vote of the Town Board and thereby adopted, which adopted this resolution and the Negative Declaration under SEQRA.

Dated:
June 10, 2010.


Attorney Bogle then read the following resolution for the adoption of Local Law #2 of 2010:                          RESOLUTION #16 OF 2010
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NUMBER 2 FOR 2010

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND A PORTION OF CHAPTER 96, FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION, OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD CODE.

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford believes it is in the best interests of all inhabitants of the Town of Stanford to require that all residences, dwellings and places of business have suitable access to the property for emergency vehicles in the Town of Stanford for the purpose of responding to emergency calls, and

WHEREAS, the County of Dutchess has adopted Enhanced 911 or E-911, which requires identification of each parcel in the Town of Stanford, and

WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention and Building Construction Administration provisions of the Town Law, codified in Chapter 96 of the Town Code, provide in part that the Town may establish the enforcement of the same, and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford is concerned for the safety of all of its residents, inhabitants, owners, tenants, guests and invitees, and the need for each landowner, whether on a public road, private road, driveway or easement to any property in the Town of Stanford to keep the same maintained, plowed, cleared, and passable, so as to permit emergency vehicles of all sizes and dimensions necessary to access such properties in the course of an emergency call, including but not limited to fire, flood, injury or death, and

WHEREAS, when the residents, inhabitants, owners, tenants, guests and invitees, do not keep the same passable, it puts at risk all of the persons on such property, including the firefighters or emergency responders, and often requires the Town to call the Highway Department to plow, clear, grade or otherwise prepare the access to make the same passable to the fire or emergency responders, at a cost to the Town of Stanford, and 

WHEREAS, the need to keep the access clear and plowed is in the best interests, well being, health and safety of all of the Town of Stanford, its citizens, residents, inhabitants, owners, tenants, guests and invitees, and the firefighters and emergency responders, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board referred the Local Law and Short Form EAF to Dutchess County Department of Planning, and the Department of Planning indicated it was a matter of Local Concern, pursuant to General Municipal Law, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board, on June 10, 2010, held a public hearing for the aforesaid Local Law, and thereafter made a determination of non-significance under SEQRA, and

NOW, be it resolved by the Town of Stanford Town Board that it adopts this Local Law, as Local Law Number 2 For 2010.

On June 10, 2010 a motion was made by Supervisor Virginia Stern, and seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn, to approve this resolution adopting the aforesaid Local Law. 
A Roll Call vote was held, as follows:



Supervisor Virginia Stern voted:  Yes







Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted:
 Yes




Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted:  Absent





Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino voted:  Yes





Town Board Member Chris Flynn voted:  Yes



The Resolution was passed by the affirmative vote of the Town Board and thereby adopted this 10th day of June, 2010, which adopted Local Law Number 2 for the year 2010.

2. TOWN AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR 2009: Auditor Rae D’Achille made a presentation to the Town Board of her 2009 Town Audit:

Town of Stanford
1/1/09 to 12/31/09

General Fund - Assets

· 12/31/09

General Fund – Liabilities + Fund Equity

·12/31/09

Changes in Fund Equity

· 12/31/09

Town Board Minutes

6/10/10, page 5
· Operating Surplus: $ 421,471

HIGHWAY FUND

· TOTAL ASSETS  




 $    987,588

· TOTAL LIABILITIES



$       19,824

· FUND BALANCE

· Fund Balance – Designated



$      53,700

· Fund Balance – Undesignated


$    914,064

TOTAL FUND LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE
$   987,588

Highway: Analysis of Changes in Fund Equity

· 2009 Revenue



$ 1,099,184

· 2009 Expenditures



$ 1,053,429

· 2009 Operating Surplus


$     45,755

· Fund Balance @ 1/1/2009


$    922,009

· Add Operating Surplus


$      45,755

· Fund Balance @ 12/31/09


$    967,764

Justice Court

TOWN CLERK

BUILDING INSPECTOR

General Fund Status as of 12/31/09

· Undesignated Fund Balance  $       2,563,362 

· 2010 Appropriations               $       1,200,464 

************************************************************************


Mrs. D’Achille also presented to the Board her suggestion for the Town’s financing of a new Highway Garage:

Process:
· Bond Anticipation Note: $ 800,000

· Balance of Cost to Finance the Highway Garage: $850,000 (General Fund)

· 1. Establish a Capital Project titled “Highway Garage”

· Resolution to state – Maximum Capital Budget and Sources of Financing (Suggestion for Capital Budget of $ 2 million)

· Financing through Issuance of $850,000 Bond Anticipation Note

· Transfers from General Fund

2. Resolution to Authorize Supervisor to Seek Competitive Finance Rate

3. Maintain separate accounting: Feasibility Study, Engineer(s), Attorney

Conclusion

· Utilizing the General Fund Unrestricted Fund Balance to offset approximately 50% of the Cost to Erect a Highway Garage:


1. Provides funds for unbudgeted unanticipated emergencies


2. Leaves a larger portion of Fund Equity available to Appropriate in 2011-2012 budgets for Debt Service.


Mrs. D’Achille added that she had tested the procurement policy and had done internal controls and found no problems at all.  She added that fixed assets should be updated.  Councilman D’Agostino suggested that an audit of the Tax Collector also be looked into, as recommended by the Supervisor; Mrs. D’Achille added that it was an excellent suggestion, and could be done after the Tax Collector settles with the County.

3. CABLEVISION CONTRACT REVIEW: After discussion with mentions made of back-up power plans, notification of work on poles and easements, density numbers for Town roads, other franchises if available, complaints and an annual review of the company’s books from which franchise fees are based on,  Atty. Bogle suggested that the Board members email him with their comments.  He would prepare a draft letter to Cablevision and suggested further discussion at the July workshop.
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4. TROUT UNLIMITED WAPPINGERS CREEK STUDY: The following motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, as follows: to conduct a water study of the Wappingers Creek, in conjunction with Trout Unlimited and the Dutchess 

County Cornell Cooperative Extension, to place water temperature and flow “buttons” in the stream, contingent upon receipt of a memorandum of understanding and certificates of insurance from all parties involved.  Motion carried with all present in favor. 

5. NYS PARKS’ GRANTS FOR RECREATION: At the workshop meeting, grant writer Michael Hagerty was present and gave a synopsis of his qualifications, fees for writing grant projects as well as grants available to towns.  After discussion of a possible grant application for a UV filter for the Rec., with costs of $1575 for the preparation of said grant, the Board decided to hold off until more information was available.  A special meeting could be called if needed.

6. SHERIFF’S CONTRACT RENEWAL: After discussion on the times and areas of patrols, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to approve the Supervisor signing a contract renewal for this service as needed.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

7. GREENWAY COMPACT PUBLIC HEARING: As the Town joining the Greenway Compact had been the subject of several discussions, Supervisor Stern had gathered information from other towns on their experiences.  All Town departments had been given information on the Greenway Compact, and comments from them were being sought.  A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 8th, 2010 at 7:30 PM on this proposed local law to join the Greenway Compact.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

8. WATER AND WASTEWATER FEASIBILITY STUDY CONTRACT REVISIONS: Attorney Bogle explained that the original contract with Dave Clouser and Dutchess County, with the expected $19,000 cost to be split between the Town and the County, had expired in December 2009.  Lengthy discussion followed between Board members, Atty. Bogle and Master Plan Chair Carol Hanlon, with mention being made that the original contract had only been completed by 25%.  The Master Plan Committee, Mrs. Hanlon explained, had not yet considered the Town Center plans, but when they did, would require an extension of this two-way contract until June 2011.  After further discussion, a motion to approve this contract extension, contingent upon Dutchess County’s Water and Wastewater Authority approval as well, was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.  

9. STATE RETIREMENT RESOLUTION: This matter will be discussed again at the July workshop meeting.    

10. BUDGET RESOLUTION: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Stern:

BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION # 17 OF 2010



             Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern



             Seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2010 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2010 General Fund budget:


Account





      Increase
   Decrease

00-01-1990-40 – Contingency-for Morris Assoc. & communication invoices

   $2,142.45


00-04-5132-40 – Hwy. Garage-communications-Bonte tower; storm damage    $5,195.00




00-04-5132-44 – New Highway Garage – Morris bills

      $942.45______________
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00-07-8010-41 – Cell tower consultant invoice
                              $1,011.45_____________






TOTAL:

      $7,148.90
   $2,142.45__

Revenues

00-2113 - Cell Tower – escrow account

                   $1,011.45_
______

00-2680 – Insurance Recovery


                   $3,995.00





TOTAL:
                              
        $5,006.45
______
Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes






Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – absent






Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes






Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes






Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Budget Resolution # 17 of 2010 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town Board members present and certified this 10th day of June, 2010.

11. OTHER: The Recreation Commission had received two bids for chlorine for the season, from JCI at $1.35 per gallon, and Duso Chemical for $1.10 per gallon.  A motion to approve the bid award to Duso Chemical at $1.10 per gallon was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No one was heard.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT: County Legislator Mike Kelsey gave his report of Legislature activities as follows: 

· Three bond resolutions had been discussed: 1) to purchase generators for the County (failed); 2) roof repairs at the Sheriff’s building and the Loop Bus terminal (passed); 3) to purchase additional three snow plows and other vehicles to carry employees to repairs roads and bridges (not yet voted upon but had his support)

· The Dutchess County Rail Trail, Stage 4, is ready to go but has encountered a parking lot problem in Wappingers as the landowner won’t agree; the County plans to claim eminent domain and condemn the property (is leaning towards voting against this)

· Board of Elections will have a class to educate voters on the new voting machines here at the Town Hall on June 29th
· The Federal government would be sending benefits specialists to Fishkill, Castle Point, to help the military and veterans


With no other business at hand, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 PM.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.






Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell







Town Clerk 
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