TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 10th, 2010 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Wednesday, November 10th, 2010.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for all those working to bring peace to our troubled world.


Roll Call:  
Mark D’Agostino – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Christopher Flynn – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle.


Before the agenda items were discussed, Supervisor Stern asked the Board its’ opinion on giving the information from the attorney hired to look into a matter currently before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  After discussion, the majority of the Board agreed not to give them this information.

PUBLIC HEARING:

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2010:

ENACTING A NINE (9) MONTH EXTENSION OF THE MORATORIUM ON THE SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD IN ORDER TO REVISE THE SUBDIVISION AND LAND USE REGULATIONS


Supervisor Stern made a motion to close the regular meeting and go into a scheduled Public Hearing for Proposed Local Law #5 of 2010, a nine-month moratorium extension, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Jim Myers, Jr., Jameson Hill Road, asked how long it had already been in effect and for what purpose?

Atty. Bogle replied since June of 2006 to enact amendments to zoning.

Carol Hanlon, Master Plan Chair, read a letter of support for the moratorium extension from the Master Plan Committee.

Fr. Bida, Hunns Lake Road, asked if this public hearing would be left open.


The Board agreed to keep this public hearing open until December 1st.  A letter of support had also been received from the CAC.  With no other comments, a motion to close the public hearing and go back into the regular meeting was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Flynn said that the Farm & Ag. Board had not met and that the Zoning Board of Appeals was meeting now.   


Councilman D’Agostino gave his reports from the Master Plan Committee and the Recreation Commission.


Councilman Dewhirst reported from the C.A.C. meeting and the Highway Garage Committee.


Councilwoman Shafer could not attend the recent Fire Commissioners as the Town Board had a budget meeting, but gave a report from the October Planning Board meeting.


Supervisor Stern spoke of the Northern Dutchess Alliance’s “Shop Local” campaign, and reported that she had received calls regarding noise issues and a drainage problem.  She added that she would be away from Nov. 21st until Dec. 6th but that Councilwoman Shafer would be in the office most mornings in her place, as well as on Saturday, Dec. 4th.

HIGHWAY: Highway Supt. Jim Myers gave his report on the recent activities of the Highway Dept. crew on the town roads, had placed the order for a new truck and had received the truck purchased County’s auction.

DISCUSSION TOPICS:

1. MORATORIUM EXTENSION: Brief discussion as the public hearing was being kept open.
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2. WEBSITE POLICY: Discussion followed regarding Board members Shafer and D’Agostino’s third draft.

3. RECREATION COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION FOR MEMBER: The Recreation Commission recommended that Doreen Knapp be appointed to fill the current vacancy.  A motion to approve this appointment was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with all in favor.

ISSUES REQUIRING VOTES:

1. 2011 BUDGET: The 2011 Preliminary Budget carried a 0% tax increase.  After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to approve this budget as the Final Adopted Budget.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

2. 2011 SALARY SCHEDULE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the Salary Schedule for 2011.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

3. ETHICS CODE AMENDMENT: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to set a Public Hearing for this amendment to the Town Code (version A) for Thursday, December 16th, 2010.  Motion carried with all in favor.

4. DOG CONTROL LAW: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to schedule a Public Hearing for the Proposed Local Law #7, enacting “Dog Control Law with Licensing Requirements” (Version B) for Thursday, December 16th, 2010.  Motion carried with all in favor.

5. RESOLUTION FOR AGENDA PROCEDURES: The following resolution was offered by Councilman D’Agostino:

RESOLUTION #34

AGENDA PROCEDURES

Motion made by Councilman Thomas Dewhirst 

Seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn 


WHEREAS, an agenda describing the topics, items for discussion and other items of public interest has not been provided for the monthly workshop or Town Board meetings on a timely basis to the Town Board or to the public, and


WHEREAS, the workshop agenda contains items which the Town’s elected officials are expected to vote upon which may include local laws, resolutions and other items that affect the public, and 


WHEREAS, in order to have efficient and effective workshops and Board meetings, all Board members need to have appropriate time to review the issues, investigate the facts and circumstances, obtain legal opinions, contact third parties or governmental offices and complete their due diligence as elected officials, and 


WHEREAS, those third parties and governmental offices need to review the questions posed to them and respond back in a reasonable time period, and


WHEREAS, the Association of Towns’ attorney has indicated “If an agenda is required by the Board, the Board needs to determine what is a reasonable time frame or not. The volume and complexity of the business before the Board may be considered in determining what a “reasonable” time frame is,” and


WHEREAS, Town Law manual section 4-11 says in part “Have an agenda made out ahead of time. Do not include anything on the agenda for which all the facts and the law have not 
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been obtained in advance. These are the two basic ingredients in any decision;” and that in order to follow the recommendation of the Association of Towns’ Attorney, to have an efficient and 

effective meeting, to give each Town Board member time to review the issues, investigate the facts and circumstances, obtain legal opinions, contact third parties or governmental offices and complete their due diligence as elected officials, and 


WHEREAS, those third parties and governmental offices need time to view the questions posed and respond in a reasonable time period, that the Town Supervisor provide an agenda for the workshop to the Town Board and to the public, who has a right to know what is being discussed and voted on and to be transparent and open, 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that an agenda for the workshop be supplied to each Town Board member, be posted at Town Hall and on the Town website at least 5 business days prior to any scheduled workshop, and 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any proposed additions to the agenda made less than 5 business days be tabled and moved to the following months workshop, extreme emergencies excluded or as agreed to by the majority of the Town Board.


Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn - yes; Johanna Shafer – no; Virginia Stern – abstained.


Resolution #34 of 2010 approved by the majority vote of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 10th day of November, 2010.

6. PLANNER’S CONTRACT FOR THE MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE: A motion to approve and sign the contract with VBH (formerly Saccardi and Schiff) was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

7. FEE INCREASE FOR BUILDING DEPARTMENT: The Building Department requested fee increases and they were approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all in favor.

8. COMPUTER FOR ASSESSOR’S OFFICE: A motion to approve the purchase of a new computer for the Assessor’s Office in the amount of $981.01 was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all in favor.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the October 14th Town Board had three changes made: Page 1, Approval of Minutes: delete “The Minutes were not approved;” page 3, # 3, Ethics Committee Vacancy, public hearing date to be at the December meeting, and page 6, #7, Moratorium Extension Public Hearing date to be at the December meeting.  With these changes noted, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to approve the Minutes of both October 14th, as corrected, and the Special Meeting of November 3rd, 2010.  Motion carried with all in favor.

2. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:  The November 2010 Abstract of Claims and the Planning Board Escrow Abstract were both approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst as follows: General Fund, check numbers 21164-21223 [JC Fund, ck# 21163] in the amount of $79,995.52; Highway Fund, check numbers 21224-21245, in the amount of $95,957.59; Street Lighting, check # 21162, $655.05; and Highway Capital Project account, check numbers 21247-21248, in the amount of $1,561.50.  Grand total of Abstract #11 of 2010: $178,169.66.  Abstract #11P, check numbers 737 - 739, in the amount of $428.80.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn - yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  Motion carried.

3. GENERAL AND HIGHWAY FUNDS’ BUDGET RESOLUTIONS: The following Budget resolutions were approved by the Town Board:

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION # 35 OF 2010
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Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by Councilman Christopher Flynn
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2010 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2010 General Fund budget:


Account





      Increase
       Decrease

00-01-1355-20 – Assessor: equipment: computer

      $ 1,000.00
____________

00-01-1355-40 – Assessor: Contractual: computer

    

       $1,000.00


00-01-1410-20 – Town Clerk: equipment; battery back-up 
      $ 71.99
____________

00-01-1410-40 – Town Clerk: contractual: battery back-up

                   $ 71.99


00-07-8101-41 – Telecommunication: Comi invoice

      $ 520.00




00-07-8020-20 – Planning Board: equipment
: computer
      $ 840.00




00-07-8020-40 – Planning Board contractual: computer        
      
       $ 840.00






TOTAL:

      $ 2,431.99       $1,911.99 


Revenues

00-2113
     Cell Tower escrow



      $ 520.00

______






TOTAL:
                  $ 520.00



Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes





Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Budget Resolution #35 of 2010 approved by the affirmative votes of the five Town Board members and certified this 10th day of November, 2010.

HIGHWAY FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION # 36  OF 2010



Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern


Seconded by Councilwoman Johanna Shafer


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2010 Highway Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2010 Highway Fund budget:


Account




Increase

Decrease


01-04-5110-10 – General Repairs: Salaries
         $ 25,000.00_________________


01-04-5130-41 – Machinery: Tools





$ 3,000.00
  

01-04-5130-20 – Machinery: Parts

         $ 3,000.00_________________


01-04-5140-10 – Brush & Weeds: Salaries




$ 25,000.00
  






TOTAL:      $ 28,000.00

$ 28,000.00


Roll call vote as follows: 
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes 





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes 





Councilman Christopher Flynn - yes 





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes 





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes


Budget Resolution # 36 of 2010 unanimously approved by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board members and certified this 10th day of November, 2010.
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4. OTHER: Supervisor Stern wanted to submit a grant application to the Greenway to help with the Master Plan Committee’s work.  A motion was made by Johanna Shafer to authorize the Supervisor to complete the grant application and send it in to the Greenway for the purposes of updating the Master Plan.  No second was forthcoming and the motion did not carry.  After further discussion, a motion was made by Johanna Shafer, 

seconded, by Christopher Flynn, to hold a Special Meeting on Friday, November 19th at 6 AM to discuss this matter further.  Motion carried with all in favor.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Michael Shafer, Decker Road, addressed the matter of the agenda procedures.


Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, thanked the Board and the Attorney for the Town for fast-tracking the planner’s contract for the Master Plan Committee.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT: County Legislator Mike Kelsey was not present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting at 9:33 PM and go into an Executive Session regarding personnel, labor negotiations and possible litigation.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 


A motion was made at 11:00 PM by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with all in favor.


With no vote taken from the Executive Session matters and no other business at hand, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to adjourn the meeting at 11:01 PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.






Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell




Town Clerk 

