TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 23RD, 2010 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting at the Stanford Town Hall on Thursday, December 23rd, 2010.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for all those working to bring peace to our world, and that it would be less troubled in the coming year.


Roll Call:  
Mark D’Agostino – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Christopher Flynn – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance was Attorney for the Town William Bogle.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

PROPOSED LOCAL LAWS #6 and #7 OF 2010:


Supervisor Stern made a motion to close the regular meeting and go into the scheduled Public Hearings for Proposed Local Law #6 of 2010, amending the Chapter entitled “Dogs _ Licensing and Control,” and Proposed Local Law #7 of 2010, to Change the Number of Members of the Board of Ethics and to Amend Section 22-7 of the Town of Stanford Code entitled “Ethics.”  The motion was seconded by Johanna Shafer and carried with all voting in favor.


Supervisor Stern stated that this proposed local law would supersede the current dog law – not a leash law but a dog control law that would address the new licensing procedures.

Jan Weido, Church Lane, asked about the dog licensing fees, which he thought were light, as well as asking about a leash law and its enforcement, as well as about dogs running loose at the Rec.  The Town Clerk answered the questions about the new licensing procedures, effective January 1st.  Brief discussion followed among the Board members regarding this proposed law.


The second public hearing for the changes in the proposed Ethics law would bring the number of members of the Ethics Board to five and added that no member shall be a Town elected official, an appointee or an employee.

Jan Weido, Church Lane, asked about the power and open-mindedness of this Board.

Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, added that it would be the same as any other Board, to recommend to the Town Board for its acceptance or not.


With no other comments, a motion to close the public hearing and go back into the regular meeting was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Flynn said that the Farm & Ag. Board had not met and that he had been unable to attend the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.   


Councilman D’Agostino gave his reports from the Master Plan Committee and the Recreation Commission.


Councilman Dewhirst reported from the C.A.C. meeting and the Highway Garage Committee.


Councilwoman Shafer could not attend the recent Fire Commissioners or the Planning Board meeting.


Supervisor Stern gave a brief re-cap of the Town Board’s accomplishments in 2010. 

HIGHWAY: Highway Supt. Jim Myers was absent.

DISCUSSION TOPICS:

1. WEBSITE VIDEOS: After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to have the video taped Town Board meetings out on the website using Vimeo, for no more than $100 per year, and designated the Town Clerk and website consultant Jason Woodcock to put them on.  Mention was made that Councilman D’Agostino would also be involved in the process, that the videos would not be edited, and would start with this meeting.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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2. CABLEVISION CONTRACT: Discussion followed regarding the Town’s access of channel 22 for Stanford’s access only and that grants were available for cable equipment within the Town Hall.  A motion was then made to set a public hearing on this contract for Thursday, January 13th, 2011 at 7:30 PM on the motion of Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, with all voting in favor.

3. WASTE OIL RECOVERY PROJECT: After discussion, this matter will be looked at again at the January meeting.

4. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE ZONING AMENDMENT: The Board members discussed this matter, citing an existing problem in the town, but it was agreed that this matter would be tabled.  The consensus of the Board was that the current laws that they have should be enforced.

CROSS WALK AT BANGALL POST OFFICE: After brief discussion, Supervisor Stern will contact the County regarding this request for a crosswalk in Bangall for Hunns Lake Road.

ISSUES REQUIRING VOTES:

1. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #6 OF 2010 – AMENDING THE CHAPTER ENTITLED “DOGS – LICENSING AND CONTROL”: Attorney Bogle read the following resolution for the adoption of this local law, actual #4 of 2010:
Resolution Number 41 for the Year 2010

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NUMBER 4 FOR 2010

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND CHAPTER 75, DOGS, OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD CODE.


WHEREAS, the New York State Agriculture and Markets Department has amended its laws, rules and regulations, and will no longer be licensing Dogs through the State, but rather have it done locally by the municipalities, such as the Town of Stanford, through its Town Clerk, and 


WHEREAS, such changes require the Town of Stanford to amend its laws, rules and regulations to be able to manage, administer, and enforce the licensing and other requirements formerly done by New York State Agriculture and Markets, and


WHEREAS, the Town has proposed Local Law Number 4 for 2010, with input from the Town Clerk, as to the implementation, administration and enforcement of the revised Dog Law to take over such duties, and to set forth other requirements or changes in the Local Law, and 


WHEREAS, the Town Board, on December 23rd, 2010, held a public hearing for the aforesaid Local Law. 


NOW, be it resolved by the Town of Stanford Town Board that it adopts this Local Law, as Local Law Number 4 for 2010


On December 23, 2010 a motion was made by Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Town Board Member Johanna Shafer, to approve this resolution adopting the aforesaid Local Law. A Roll Call vote was held, as follows:

Supervisor Virginia Stern voted: YES





Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted: YES



Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted: YES



Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino voted: YES



Town Board Member Chris Flynn voted: YES




The Resolution was passed by the affirmative vote of the Town Board and thereby adopted, which adopted Local Law Number 4 for the year 2010.

2. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #7 OF 2010 – TO CHANGE THE NUMBER OF THE BOARD OF ETHICS AND AMEND SECTION 22-7 OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD CODE ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS”: Attorney Bogle read the resolution to adopt actual Local Law #5 of 2010, as follows:

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2010

TO CHANGE THE NUMBER OF THE BOARD OF ETHICS AND AMEND SECTION 22-7 OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD CODE ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS”
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Resolution Number 42 for 2010

To Adopt Local Law Number 5 for 2010

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has legislation whereby it created a Board of Ethics with the rules and regulations codified in the Town of Stanford Code as Article 22 entitled “Ethics,” and


WHEREAS, The Town of Stanford Town Board has recognized shortcomings with that legislation, including but not limited to getting an officer or employee of the Town to serve on the Board and the number of people on the Board, and 


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford wishes to change the number of members to the Ethics Board to five (5) people, and to provide that no elected officer or appointed officer or employee of the Town shall be a member of the Ethics Board, superceding Section 808(3) of the N.Y. General Municipal Law, and 


WHEREAS the Town Board has promulgated the amendment by Local Law Number 7-P of 2010 to Section 22-7 of the Town Code “Board of Ethics,” and has set and held a public hearing on such Local Law.


NOW, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby resolves and enacts the amendments to Section 22-7 “Board of Ethics” of the Town of Stanford Code, by the adoption of Local Law Number 5 for 2010. This local law is adopted pursuant to N.Y. Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10(1)(i) and (ii)(a)(1), and opts out and supersedes Section 808(3) of the N.Y. General Municipal Law


A Public hearing on this Local Law was held on December 23, 2010.  On December 23, 2010, a motion was made by Councilman Christopher Flynn, seconded by Councilman Thomas Dewhirst to approve this Local Law.  A vote to adopt this local law was held by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford. The Vote was as follows:


Roll Call Vote:  Town Board Member Christopher Flynn voted YES

                                       Town Board Member Mark D’Agostino voted YES



                                       Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted YES

                                       Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted YES



                                       Supervisor Virginia Stern voted YES


The Local Law was thereby adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford on December 23, 2010.

3. WEBSITE POLICY: This matter will be discussed again at the January meeting.

4. WORKMEN’S’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE: After a presentation by insurance agent Paul Zerbato at the workshop meeting, the Board agreed to change the Workers’ Comp Insurance to PERMA to get better rates for 2011.  A resolution for this insurance change was approved on the motion of Virginia Stern. Seconded by Mark D’Agostino, as follows:

RESOLUTION #43 OF 2010

A RESOLUTION TO JOIN MUNICIPAL GROUP SELF-INSURANCE PROGRAM


WHEREAS the authorized representative of the Town of Stanford desires to secure the Town of Stanford’s obligation to provide volunteer firefighter’s benefit law, volunteer ambulance workers’ benefit law and workers’ compensation benefits, as applicable, through participation in a group self-insurance program of which the Town of Stanford will be a member,


The authorized representative of the Town of Stanford, duly convened in regular session, does herby resolve, pursuant to, and in accordance with the provisions of Section 50 of the State of New York Workers Compensation Law and other applicable provisions of law and regulations thereunder, as follows:



Section 1. The authorized representative (hereinafter “representative”) of the Town of Stanford does hereby resolve to secure the Town of Stanford’s obligation to provide volunteer firefighter’s benefit law, volunteer ambulance workers’ benefit law and workers’ compensation benefits, as applicable, through participation in a group self-insurance program of which the Town of Stanford will be a member,



Section 2. The representative of the Town of Stanford does hereby resolve to become a member of the Public Employer Risk Management Association, Inc., a workers’ compensation group self-insurance program for local governments and other public employers and instrumentalities of the State of New York;
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           Section 3. In order to effect the Town of Stanford’s membership in said group self-insurance program, the authorized representative of the Town of Stanford is hereby authorized to execute and enter into the Public Employer Risk Management Association Workers’ Compensation Program Agreement, annexed hereto as Exhibit A, on behalf of the Town of Stanford.



Section 4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – YES





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – YES





Councilman Christopher Flynn – YES





Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – YES





Supervisor Virginia Stern – YES

CERTIFICATION

I, Ritamary Bell, do hereby certify that I am the Town Clerk of the Town of Stanford and that the foregoing constitutes a true, correct and complete copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford at a meeting held on December 23, 2010.

Dated December 23, 2010.

5. LIABILITY INSURANCE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to keep the Town’s liability insurance with NYMIR for 2011 for $3,000 less than in 2010.  Mention was made by Councilman D’Agostino to look into the matter of the Recreation / medical coverage mentioned at the workshop.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

6. COMPUTER CONSULTANT: The Town Board agreed to engage the services of Millennium Information Systems on an “as needed” basis for any computer work that may be needed.

7. CENTRAL HUDSON ENERGY GRANT: After discussion, this matter will be discussed again at the January meeting.

8. LIBRARY MORATORIUM WAIVER: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to set a public hearing for Thursday, January 13, 2011 for a moratorium waiver for the Town’s Library project.  Motion carried with all in favor.

9. COURT REQUESTS: A request by the Town Justices to increase their Petty Cash fund from $50 to $100 was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all in favor.


A second request for the Court to accept credit and debit card payments for fines was approved by the Board.  There would be no charge for this service and payments can be made by a defendant at home by accessing a website.


The Court’s request for the Clerks’ training funding to be reinstated will be discussed in January.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the November 10th, November 19th and November 23rd, 2010 meetings were approved as written on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all in favor.

2. RED DEVON’S’ LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION:  Acknowledgement was made that this renewal application was received and filed by the Town Clerk on November 16, 2010.

3. VACATION FOR PART-TIME EMPLOYEES: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn, to approve the part-time employees paid vacation time for 2011, the same per employee as in 2010.  Motion carried.

4. 2011 TOWN BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE: The 2011 Town Board Meeting schedule was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried.  
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5. 2011 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: This schedule was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried.  Copies will be given to all departments.

6. SET REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to set the Town Board’s Reorganizational Meeting for Tuesday, January 4th, 2011 at 7:30 PM.  Motion carried.  

7. SET 2011 TRANSFER STATION RATES: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to keep the Transfer Station rates the same for 2011.  Motion carried with all in favor.

8. OTHER: Councilman D’Agostino mentioned that the contract with Morris Associates for the new Town Garage had not been signed but bills are being accrued.  This contract will be signed by Supervisor Stern.


Councilman D’Agostino also mentioned the invoices from the Special Counsel hired by the Town Board, but this matter would be discussed in an Executive Session.   

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Michael Shafer, Decker Road, stated that the Board had been working together well at this meeting and hoped it would continue.


Mark Stern, Market Lane, volunteered to train a citizen mediator to help with neighbors’ problems.


Town Justice Smith thanked the Board for the petty cash fund increase and for the ability to process credit and debit payments for the Court.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT: County Legislator Mike Kelsey was not present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting at 9:30 PM and go into an Executive Session regarding personnel, labor negotiations and possible litigation.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to close the Executive Session at 10:10 PM and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with all in favor.


With no vote taken from the Executive Session and no other business at hand, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to adjourn the meeting at 10:11 PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.






Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell




Town Clerk 
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