TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2011 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on September 8th, 2011 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for the disaster relief work for those affected by Hurricane Irene, and for the loss of lifetime resident Darren Good.


Roll Call: Mark D’Agostino - present



    Thomas Dewhirst - present



    Christopher Flynn – absent (Councilman Flynn arrived at 7:40 PM)



    Johanna Shafer - present



    Virginia Stern – present


Also in attendance were Attorney William Bogle, Jr. and Building Inspector Don Smith.

REPORTS:

1. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

Councilman D’Agostino spoke of the information on the Master Plan Committee’s website.

Councilman Dewhirst reported from the August CAC meeting.

Councilwoman Shafer gave her report from the 8/31/11 Planning Board but added that she had been unable to go to the recent Fire Commissioners’ meeting.

Councilman Flynn stated that he had been unable to attend the ZBA meeting with Supervisor Stern adding that he could perhaps switch liaison duties with another Board member.

2. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of Hurricane Irene’s impact on the Town: one bridge collapse and one partial road collapse, as well as commending Central Hudson on their response to the storm.  The Supervisor made note of upcoming events: Community day on 9/17, Farm Day on 9/24 and the Town Hall tree planting on 10/15.  Mrs. Stern added that AFLAC would make a presentation to Town employees on 9/20 from 11 AM to 1:30 PM.   

3. HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt. Jim Myers was unable to attend.

4.  COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT:  Mr. Kelsey was unable to attend as there was a Legislature meeting in Poughkeepsie.

PUBLIC HEARING:

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and go into the scheduled public hearing for the Town’s Community Development Block Grant application.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Supervisor Stern stated that the Town was applying for a grant to install a handicapped accessible “splash pad” and a paved walkway to access it at the Recreation Park.


Frank Munzer, Anderson Road, asked what the amount of the grant was.

Supervisor Stern replied that the splash pad was estimated to be about $75,000 and the paved walkway would be about $25,000.


With no other public comments, a motion to close this public hearing was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all in favor.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. AUDITS OF THE SUPERVISOR, TOWN JUSTICES, RECREATION DEPARTMENT AND THE TRANSFER STATION: Town accountant Rae D’Achille presented to all in attendance her audits of the above-mentioned departments, as well as giving copies of all to the Board members and the Town Clerk.  She described the new accounting practices of GASB 34 that the State recommends the Town adopt.  In addition to her presentation, Mrs. D’Achille also gave the Board her recommendations for a new Code of Ethics and a new Purchasing Policy.  
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Supervisor Stern suggested that the following agenda items be taken out of sequence, and the Board members agreed:

GENERAL BUSINESS:

2. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: One voucher included in the September Abstract was discussed at length that had not been signed by a majority of the Board, for the repair of the internet connection for the Supervisor’s office.  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve payment of this bill.  Discussion followed with Councilman D’Agostino adding that any computer repairs over $450 should require notification of the Board as was agreed to in March and April of 2011.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve payment of the September Abstract of Claims and the September Planning Escrow as follows: General Fund, check numbers 21987 - 22045  [JC Fund, ck.# 21989], in the amount of $35,317.24; Highway Fund, check numbers 22046 - 22065 , in the amount of $199,158.57; Stanfordville/Bangall Light District, check #22066, in the amount of $685.07; and Capital Project Account-Highway Garage, check numbers 22067 - 22070, in the amount of $77,795.00.  Grand total of Abstract #9 of 2011: $312,955.88.                  Planning Escrow, Abstract #9P, check numbers 786 - 791, in the amount of $1,086.25.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

3. TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE RISK RETENTION FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND:  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve the transfer of $151.50 from the Risk Retention Fund to the General Fund for payment of a bill to cover a litigation expense.  Motion carried with Board members D’Agostino, Dewhirst, Shafer and Stern in favor and Councilman Flynn abstaining.

4. GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION:  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the General Fund Budget Resolution as presented to the Board.  Discussion followed and the original motion was rescinded.  The resolution was resubmitted and a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino as follows:

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION # 19 OF 2011

Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by Councilman Mark D’Agostino

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2011 General Fund budget line items that will exceed the amount available in the below mentioned lines, and


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other budget lines and needs to transfer funds to provide for expenses incurred,

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines for the adopted 2011 General Fund budget:


Account





      Increase
      Decrease

00-01-1220-40 – Supervisor – contractual             
    
            __
___$ 38.40___

00-01-1440-40 – Engineer – contractual: Church Ln.
  
       $ 38.40
       



00-06-7140-21 – Recreation: chain link fence_

     $ 9,600.00


 

00-06-7180-20 – Beach & Pool equipment – pond pump
     $ 699.95
  ___________

00-06-7180-40 – Beach & Pool contractual – pond pump
     

      $ 699.95
  

00-07-8010-42 – Zoning Board of Appeals – Article 78
     $ 151.50


  






TOTAL:

     $ 10,489.85      $ 738.35
 

   Revenues

00-5031     Interfund Transfer: Haunted House account: chain link fence              $ 9,600.00



00-5031     Interfund Transfer: Litigation expense-Article 78                             $ 151.50








TOTAL:
                 
      $ 9,751.50 

Roll Call Vote as follows:
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes





Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes





Councilman Christopher Flynn – abstain
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Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes





Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Budget Resolution #19 of 2011 was passed by the affirmative vote of the majority of the Town Board members and was thereby adopted and certified this 8th day of September 2011.

ITEMS REQUIRING VOTES:

7. EMPLOYEE MANUAL CHANGES: In an effort to have the union contract changes be in agreement with the Employees’ Manual, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to accept the update of adding the day after Thanksgiving as a vacation day, and to change the Vacation Leave provisions.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – no; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

2. NOISE ISSUES: After discussion, it was agreed that the Board would hold a meeting to invite the public for their input on noise issues in the Town.  A motion to have this meeting on Saturday, October 1st, 2011 at 10 AM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

3. VACANCIES ON THE PLANNING BOARD, CAC AND SCENIC ROAD COMMITTEE: Only one application for the CAC had been received, and would be approved later in the meeting.  Suggestions were made that these vacancies be advertised for again: flyers around town and as a community notice placed in the Journal and the Hudson Valley News local column for these volunteers.

4. CAC SECRETARY VACANCY: No applicants yet, but it will be advertised again, as well as notices in the above-mentioned papers.

5. BUDGET WORKSHOP DATES: Mention was made of the following budget workshop dates: 9/22, 9/28, 10/14, 10/20, 10/26 and 10/28 if needed. All meetings would start at 7:30 PM.  

6. DEPUTY TOWN CLERK APPOINTMENT: Town Clerk Bell notified the Board that Mary Dalton had been appointed as Deputy Town Clerk as of September 1st.  After discussion regarding a letter of interest from Charles Hanlon who had volunteered for the position, a motion was made by Mark D’Agostino to recommend to the Town Clerk to have Charles Hanlon appointed to the position.  Thomas Dewhirst seconded the motion.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Christopher Flynn – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstain; Virginia Stern – abstain.  Motion carried.

7. RECEIPT OF THE 2012 TENTATIVE BUDGET:  Mention was made that the Tentative Budget had been received and filed by the Town Clerk on September 6, 2011.

8. CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDING:  After discussion, it was agreed that monies would be transferred into the Capital Project Fund for the new Highway Garage on an “as needed” basis.

ITEMS REQUIRING VOTES:

1. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION:  The following resolution was offered:

RESOLUTION # 20 OF 2011

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR

THE TOWN OF STANFORD’S

 2012 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

TO CONSTRUCT A PAVED WALKWAY AND A “SPLASH PAD” AT THE RECREATION PARK

THAT WOULD BE BOTH HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

Motion made by: Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Councilman Christopher Flynn
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WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board held a Public Hearing at the Stanford Town Hall on September 8th, 2011, which was duly advertised in the Town’s official newspaper, and

WHEREAS, many successful Community Development Block Grant applications had been submitted and completed by the Town of Stanford, and


WHEREAS, public comment was heard by the Town of Stanford Town Board at the September 8th, 2011 meeting, at which the Town Board agreed to pursue the planned project to construct a handicapped-accessible “Splash Pad” at the Town’s Recreation Park and a paved walkway to the water feature that would also be handicapped-accessible, and


WHEREAS, the Minutes of said Public Hearing reflect all comments, and the vote to approve this application was made by the Town Board in the form of this resolution.


NOW BE IT RESOLVED that this application for a 2012 Community Development Block Grant application be approved by the Town of Stanford Town Board in resolution form as prescribed by the Dutchess County Department of Planning application process, on this 8th day of September 2011.


Roll call vote as follows: 
Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes






Councilman Thomas Dewhirst – yes






Councilman Christopher Flynn – yes






Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes






Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Certified this 8th day of September, 2011

2. DUTCHESS COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL GRANT:  Conrad Levenson and Frank Munzer, members of the newly formed Stanford Art League, spoke of the formation of this new group and presented their proposal for a grant application to the D.C. Arts Council: the Town would be the applicant for this grant that could average $1,500, and the League would be the sponsor.  After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, September 14th at 7 PM to vote on this matter.  Motion carried with all in favor.

3. BUILDER’S RISK POLICY:  After discussion, this matter will be put on the agenda for the October Town Board meeting.

4. CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION APPOINTMENT: On the recommendation of the CAC, Virginia Stern made a motion to appoint John Kemmerer to fill this vacancy on the CAC, seconded by Christopher Flynn.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

5. FIRE COMPANY HYDRANT REQUEST:  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve the Fire Company’s request to run a new hydrant line across the Town Hall property in order to put in another hydrant near the Firehouse.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.  

6. VANDEWATER AND VANDEWATER ATTORNEY LETTER: After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to release the November 14, 2010 letter to the Town from Attorney Kyle Barnett.  Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – no; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Christopher Flynn – abstain; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.  Motion did not carry.

8. TRANSFER STATION COMPACTOR:  A motion to approve the purchase and the installation of a Box Bust Transformer for the compactor at the Transfer Station was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all in favor.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the August 11th, 2011 Town Board meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Christopher Flynn. Motion carried with all voting in favor.
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Margaret Bowlander, Hobbs Lane, asked the Board about looking into a law to remove an unsightly container that is on her next-door neighbor’s property.  Councilman D’Agostino believed that there already was a law to address this and a summons could then be issued.

Michael Shafer, Decker Road, stated that there was an anti-Semitic diatribe on the bulletin board and gave to the Town Clerk to destroy it.

Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, spoke of his letter of interest and resume to volunteer for the Deputy Town Clerk position.

Erin Dewhirst, Jameson Hill Road, stated that the public should be allowed to post items on the board without bias.

Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, spoke of the importance of people volunteering for the Town.

Mark Ruggerone, Scenic Drive, asked why the Town Clerk was in charge of approving / disapproving items for the bulletin board.

With no other business, a motion to adjourn at 10:25 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


