TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9TH, 2012 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on February 9th, 2012 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence for those who put their lives at risk to have peace in this world


Roll Call: 
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Joseph Norton – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Mark D’Agostino - present


Also in attendance was Attorney William Bogle, Jr.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Wendy Burton, Hunns Lake Road, read a letter regarding the dissolution of the deputy supervisor position and the language of the videotaping resolution.


Kathy Zeyher, Shelley Hill Road, read a letter regarding her concerns about a letter written by the Supervisor in the Poughkeepsie Journal regarding decisions of the Zoning Board of Appeals.


Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, spoke of the petition presented by a resident regarding noise from ATVs.

REPORTS:

1. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

Councilman Dewhirst reported from the Feb. 8th Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.

Councilman D’Agostino covered issues discussed by the Recreation Commission, as well as the receipt of the draft Master Plan.

Councilman Norton covered the recent Conservation Advisory Commission and Farm & Agriculture Committee meetings.

Councilwoman Shafer did not have any reports as she had been away in January.

2. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of the following: Councilwoman Shafer’s award by the Episcopal Church for her lifelong service; of her working with the County Executive and the County Supervisors to share services, as well as with the Northern Dutchess Alliance on local towns’ collaboration.  She also reported that Northern Dutchess’ Public Transportation project was underway with buses running in Stanford.

3. HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt. Jim Myers did not attend the meeting.

4. COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT: Legislator Kelsey covered several issues before the County Legislature: the appointment of Ron Hicks as the new Deputy County Planning Commissioner; of the appointment of Bill O’Neill as the new Deputy County Executive; of the Legislature’s vote to accept funding due to the closure of the Hudson River Psychiatric Center to help local mental health services; and of the “Empire Zones” tax breaks and incentives.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF F.O.I.L. REQUEST FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL REPORT: A letter of acknowledgement of the receipt of this FOIL request will be sent on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

2. MORTAR SHOOT: Ron Shaner addressed the Town Board again regarding his request to hold a mortar and cannon shoot at the Landfill during the summer.  After discussion, a motion was made by Mark D’Agostino to change the previously approved shoot to be held on a Sunday rather than on Saturday, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Roll 
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call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – no; Johanna Shafer – no, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

3. DEC FORESTRY GRANT: Councilman Dewhirst asked to be informed on the status of payment for this grant.  Supervisor Stern stated that all Board members had been copied on emails regarding the upcoming payment.

4. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: After discussion, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to include a “Privilege of the Floor” section at the end of each Town Board meeting.  Councilmen Norton and D’Agostino requested that an amendment be added to allow the Board to answer any questions.  With that agreed to, a roll call vote was held as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

5. PROCUREMENT POLICY: Councilwoman Shafer’s procurement policy revisions were discussed.  With a few changes noted by Attorney Bogle, the policy was adopted on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.  (Note: copies will be distributed to all purchasing departments.)

6. WEBSITE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to have a Stanford Historical Society page added to the Town’s website.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.  In addition, Supervisor Stern recommended that a webmaster be looked into and made a motion to solicit bids for one, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

7. DARLING / KADING MINE APPLICATION: After receiving comments that would be forwarded to the Department of Environmental Conservation at the previous Monday night workshop, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to agree to not be lead agency on this application, and to contact the DEC with this response.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

8. ETHICS COMMITTEE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: Discussion followed regarding suggested policies and procedures as submitted by Board of Ethics’ acting co-chair, Charles Hanlon.  A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve these as presented.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – no; Johanna Shafer – no; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

9. BANGALL PARKING ISSUES: After many complaints over parking in Bangall, the Board had asked Building Inspector Don Smith to make a determination on this matter.  A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to request that Mr. Smith make his determination regarding parking issues at Bullis Hall within two weeks.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes, Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

Further discussion followed regarding the possibility of a local law to ensure safety concerns, Town liability and snow plowing operations in Bangall. Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, then made a motion to have at least a few members of the Town Board meet with Bangall residents and the County DPW to open up discussion of these outstanding issues.  Further discussion ensued among the Board members and it was agreed that the Building Inspector should also submit his decision on this matter within 10 days.  The motion by Supervisor Stern was withdrawn.

10. RPG ESCROW FEES: This matter was briefly discussed and no motions were made on this matter.
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11. HOBBS LANE ISSUES: Councilman Joseph Norton read the following resolution:                                       RESOLUTION #5 OF 2012

Motion made by: Councilman Joseph Norton

Seconded by: Councilman Thomas Dewhirst


WHEREAS, The Town of Stanford, through its traditions, Master Plan and town-wide ordinances, seeks to preserve its natural environment and protect the land and water resources of the Town, and


WHEREAS, the Code of the Town of Stanford, section 1.1 (Legislative Intent) states that the intent of the Town of Stanford’s local law is for “… protecting the health, safety and welfare of inhabitants…” and


WHEREAS, residents of Hobbs Lane have expressed their repeated concerns regarding the property known as or described as 187 Hobbs Lane (tax grid #6567-00-628823) regarding the demolition and burial of a single family house and its dangers associated with an open and flooded basement / foundation being so close to the road, and


WHEREAS, the buried building materials contain toxic contaminants which are leaching into the aquifer and neighboring wetlands and water resources, and 


WHEREAS, the empty basement foundation poses a safety issue and impacts the water quality and discharge to neighboring properties and can no longer be utilized for a future building site, and the rebuilding time has expired, and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board requests the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation send an investigator to the property and to take action with the contaminated materials from underground areas and return the land to its original state, and a copy of this resolution is to be sent the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board directs the Building Inspector to follow town procedures and require all persons demolishing a home to secure a demolition permit.  After any such demolition, the Building Inspector shall determine that the demolition materials were properly disposed of before sending the notification to the Assessor’s Office so the house can be removed from the tax rolls, 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board directs the Building Inspector to make a determination under section 164-47(e) of the Code of the Town of Stanford and communicate his findings in writing to the Town Board and to the property owner to correct and/or remediate the situation.


Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.


Resolution #5 of 2012 adopted with the unanimous votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 9th day of February, 2012.


12. COUNTY TAX ISSUES: The following resolution was read by Councilman Joseph Norton:                                       RESOLUTION #6 OF 2012

Motion made by: Councilman Joseph Norton

Seconded by: Councilwoman Johanna Shafer

WHEREAS, the current economic situation has caused financial hardship for many of the residents in the Town of Stanford, and


WHEREAS, the Pine Plains Central School District elected to permit homeowners to pay their tax liability in two installment payments, and


WHEREAS, two or more installment payments make the tax payments more financially manageable for struggling taxpayers, and


WHEREAS, the current State, County, Town and any applicable district Property Tax bill requires a lump sum payment,


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board, on behalf of the residents of the Town of Stanford, requests the Dutchess County Legislature create a two or more payment schedule for the Property Tax payments, 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk will forward a copy of this resolution to our County Legislators and the County Executive.


Roll call vote as follows: Mark D’Agostino – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Virginia Stern – yes.


Resolution #6 of 2012 adopted with the unanimous votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 9th day of February, 2012.
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ISSUES REQUIRING VOTES:

1. BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to have Attorney Bogle start the process to refer an amendment to Dutchess County Planning for their review as follows: to change the Scenic Roads Local Law by having the number of members increased from five to seven. This recommendation was made by of Scenic Roads co-Chair John Royall.  The matter would then have to be the subject of a public hearing in April.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.  

A motion was then made by Thomas Dewhirst, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to appoint Henry Fernandez to the vacant position on the 5-member Scenic Road Committee.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

The Conservation Advisory Commission would be meeting next week and would have their recommendations for their vacant position to the Town Board for the March meeting.

Discussion followed regarding the applicants for the vacancies on the Board of Ethics.  A motion was made by Thomas Dewhirst, seconded by Joseph Norton, to appoint the following applicants for the three open positions, Mary Weinberger, Roseanne Weinstein and Divo Martini, as recommended by Charles Hanlon, acting co-chair.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – abstained; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

Councilman D’Agostino made a motion to have any conversations between the Ethics Board and any elected officials cease once charges had been filed to investigate an alleged violation, but not preclude elected officials asked to appear before the Ethics Board.  Thomas Dewhirst seconded the motion.  After further discussion, Councilman D’Agostino withdrew his motion and requested that this matter be put on the March Town Board agenda.

2. STANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to approve the use of the Town Hall for the Historical Society’s meetings as submitted: Feb. 26th, March 25th and April 29th.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

3. INSURANCE BROKER SEARCH: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to write up and submit an RFP for “professional services” for a broker for health insurance benefits.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

4. PINE PLAINS SCHOOL DISTRICT REQUEST TO USE THE TOWN HALL FOR THE ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE AND BOARD MEMBER ELECTION ON TUESDAY, MAY 15TH, 2012:  This request was granted on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

5. MASTER PLAN DRAFT: Carol Hanlon, Master Plan Committee chair, gave copies of the Committee’s draft Master Plan to the Town Board prior to their workshop meeting.  A motion to have a Special Town Board Meeting on Wednesday, February 22nd, 2012 at 7:00 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton to discuss the draft plan with the Committee.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

1. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve the February 2012 Abstracts as follows: General Fund, check numbers 22391 – 22445, in the amount of $29,576.50; Highway Fund, check 
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numbers 22446 – 22474, in the amount of $35,731.46; Light District, check #22475, in the amount of $683.75; and Capital Project Account-New Garage, check numbers 22476 – 22480, in the amount of $114,303.43.  Grand total of Abstract #2 of 2012: $180,295.14.

February 2012 Planning Escrow Abstract: check numbers 805 – 806, in the amount of $1,085.60.

Roll Call Vote as follows:  Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Councilman Joseph Norton – yes; Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the January 5th Reorganizational Meeting (one spelling correction noted) and the January 12th regular Town Board Meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.  However, Councilman D’Agostino wanted a clarification made to the 1/12/12 Minutes: that the February 6th, 2012 scheduled “public hearing” was an informational meeting only, rather than an official public hearing.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, commented that the resolution for the matter on Hobbs Lane was good, but the Councilman could have included another resolution for the Bangall parking issues.

Joyce Hadden, Hunns Lake Road, stated that the Board should have the Building Inspector look into the issues in Bangall regarding parking and the number of people allowed in a local restaurant.

Mark Stern, Market Lane, stated that it was good to “de-politicize” but had issues with the acting chair of the Ethics Committee, using that individual’s connection during the recent election, as well as refusing to interview a fourth applicant for the vacant position on the Ethics Board.  Dr. Stern also stated that he had written last year to the then-chairman of the Ethics Board, Joe Norton, regarding this campaign matter and not heard anything of it.

Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, refuted Dr. Stern’s statements.

A motion was made at 10:04 PM by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell








Town Clerk   


