TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 29TH, 2012


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for a Special Meeting on Thursday, March 29th, 2012 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.


Roll Call:
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Joseph Norton – present




Thomas Dewhirst - present

Mark D’Agostino – absent 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, spoke of the payroll issue as being made political by the three male Town Board members, had written a letter asking the chairman of the Ethics Committee to step down, and of the illegal avoidance of tax payments by a Board member.

(Councilman D’Agostino arrived at 7:33 PM)


Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, and chair of the Board of Ethics, resolved the complaint that Mr. Eiger had mentioned by a 4 – 0 vote, with his abstention, to not hear the complaint, and stated that any issues brought before the Ethics Board were not for neighbor-to-neighbor grievances.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:


A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to close this Special Meeting and enter into the first of the three scheduled public hearings.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

1)  TO SOLICIT PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF AN ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHT IN THE STANFORDVILLE / BANGALL LIGHT DISTRICT NEAR OR UPON TOWN PROPERTY IN THE HAMLET OF BANGALL:

Jackie Burger, Bangall Amenia Road, read a letter against having an additional light in Bangall, and gave examples of the many lights that already exist in the area.


Charles Shaw, Millis Lane, stated that he felt that this public hearing was premature and proper procedures had not been followed; quoted from Town Law, section 198.6, that the petition must come from a property owner in the light district, and that details should be included regarding a rate change.  He requested that this hearing be left open for additional comments.


Daphne Murphy, Millis Lane, stated that it was a tiny area and that there were already enough lights; more were not needed.


Bob Burger, Bangall Amenia Road, had several issues: the parking problems in the area remained as well as the matter of the additional lighting in Bangall; was losing confidence in this Town Board to do what is best for the community; that he had contacted the D.C. Traffic Safety Board but they did not like to get involved; contacted the D.C. Sheriff’s Department and submitted their report to help with this issue before someone got hurt.


Nancy Kryzak, Hobbs Lane, stated that she was hardly ever in Bangall but agreed with Mrs. Burger points regarding additional lights; and that the area was starting to look like Fishkill but the country atmosphere of Bangall should be preserved.


Supervisor Stern read two letters from residents Kathryn Zeyher and John Quinn who were both against additional lighting.


Councilwoman Shafer read a letter from Pat Cody who was also against more lighting.

2.)  TO SOLICIT PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2012 – A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR A TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATOR TO BE APPOINTED BY THE TOWN BOARD WHEN THE SUPERVISOR IF THE TOWN IS ABSENT, UNAVAILABLE OR INCAPACITATED:

Adam Munderback, Tic Toc Way, stated that he felt that this position should be given to an elected Town Board member.

Richard Stalker, Charwill Drive, agreed that this administrator should be one that we voted for.

Jackie Burger, Bangall Amenia Road, asked who appoints this administrator.  Supervisor Stern stated that the Board could not answer at this time.
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Carol Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, asked about the definition in Section 3 of “giving notice.”

Erin Dewhurst, Jameson Hill Road, felt strongly that this administrator be a Town Board member as Johanna Shafer had been in the past.

Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, stated that the Supervisor had the right to appoint the person she did, and even though he was not a Town Board member, ran in the last election and lost by only a few votes.

3.) TO CHANGE THE TOWN OF STANFORD SCENIC ROADS LAW REGARDING THE COMMITTEE’S MEMBERSHIP FROM FIVE (5) TO SEVEN (7) MEMBERS:


Rich Stalker, Charwill Drive, asked what the Scenic Roads Committee does.  Supervisor Stern gave a brief summary of their duties.  Mr. Stalker added that five members should be enough.


John Royall, Pugsley Hill Road, and Scenic Roads Committee member, added that the purpose of expanding the committee’s membership was to have a more diverse representation, to allow more flexibility for meetings in order to have a quorum, and to more easily monitor scenic areas of the Town.


Sandra Schimmel, Aberdeen Lane, stated that she didn’t see the need for more members.  She added that a “scenic road” close to her had many dead trees and nothing was getting done to remove them.  A bigger committee would not be helpful.


Charles Hanlon, Hobbs Lane, served previously on the Scenic Roads Committee and was in support of this increase in members, and added that he would like to see more of a clean cut on Hobbs Lane.


With no other comments, a motion to close the Public Hearings was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 
ITEMS REQUIRING VOTES:

1. STANFORDVILLE / BANGALL LIGHT DISTRICT – ADDITIONAL LIGHT: Supervisor Stern made a motion to table this issue and leave the Public Hearing open until the April 12th meeting.  This would give both residents and the Town Board more time to collect additional information.  Councilwoman Shafer seconded the motion and  discussion followed.  Roll call vote was then held: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

2. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2012: TOWN TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATOR: Councilman Norton read the following resolution: 
Resolution Number 15 for the Year 2012 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NUMBER 1 FOR 2012 

A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR A TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATOR 

TO BE APPOINTED BY THE TOWN BOARD WHEN THE SUPERVISOR OF THE TOWN IS ABSENT, UNAVAILABLE OR INCAPACITATED

Motion made by Councilman Joseph Norton

Seconded by Councilman Thomas Dewhirst
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford wishes to provide for orderly government in emergency situations where the Supervisor of the Town is absent, unavailable or incapacitated, and cannot sign checks, certify payroll, or provide for the day to day affairs as the Chief Financial Officer for the Town due to such absence, unavailability or incapacity. The term Supervisor, as defined by this Local Law, includes the term Deputy Supervisor, if the Town Board establishes such position, and 

WHEREAS, The Town Board of Stanford finds that without the ability for someone on the Town Board to act for financial matters when the Supervisor is absent, unavailable or incapacitated, the Town is unable to pay the payroll obligations to its employees and its bills 

to its vendors or suppliers. This Local Law is intended to deal only with the situation where the Supervisor is absent, unavailable, or incapacitated, as is defined therein, and in no way to abridge, modify, or usurp the power or duties of the Supervisor, or modify Section 29 or 42 of the Town Law. It is only intended to be used when the Supervisor is not able to carry out his or her function, either as part of an emergency situation, or for a longer term as may be necessary given the circumstances. It is adopted as part of the orderly administration of government, and to provide the procedure and mechanism for the Town Board to continue to 
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act and carry out financial obligations of the Town in the event of the Supervisor's absence, unavailability or incapacity. 

NOW, be it resolved by the Town of Stanford Town Board that it adopts this Local Law, as Local Law Number 1 For 2012. 

On March 29, 2012 a motion was made by Town Board Member Joseph Norton, and seconded by Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst, to approve this resolution adopting the aforesaid Local Law. 

Discussion followed with Councilwoman Shafer and Supervisor Stern suggesting that either this matter be tabled, that the Deputy Supervisor position be reinstated or that this temporary administrator be a member of the Town Board. Councilman D’Agostino added that if this resolution did not pass with three affirmative votes, then in the absence of the Supervisor, employees, vendors and anyone else entitled to a check would not get paid.

A Roll Call vote was then held, as follows: 

Supervisor Virginia Stern voted: No

Town Board Member Johanna Shafer voted: No

Town Board Member Joseph Norton voted: Yes

Town Board Member Thomas Dewhirst voted: Yes

Town Board Member Mark D'Agostino voted: Yes

The Resolution was passed by the affirmative votes of the majority of the Town Board and thereby adopted, which adopted Local Law Number 1 for the year 2012. 

Dated: March 29, 2012. 

3. SCENIC ROAD LAW CHANGE – MEMBERSHIP FROM FIVE TO SEVEN MEMBERS: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve the change in the Town’s Scenic Road Law to increase the committee’s members from five to seven.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

4. OTHER: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to set a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 12, 2012 for a proposed Local Law, #2 of 2012, a draft Local Law for flood damage prevention so that the Town of Stanford can continue participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  This Local Law must be approved by May 2nd.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

Discussion followed regarding the resignation of the person who had been videotaping the Town Board meetings.  An advertisement will be placed for a person to fill this vacancy.  Mention was made that Ballantine Communications would videotape the 4/12 meeting for $125 but would not distribute the DVDs as had previously been done.  No action was taken on this matter.

Brief discussion followed regarding Resolution # 2 of 2012, adopted by the Town Board on January 12, 2012, a resolution to abolish the position of Deputy Supervisor.  A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, that the section regarding the Supervisor appointing someone to sign checks would be rescinded from said resolution.  Motion carried with a Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton, to appoint Nancy Kryzak and Cynthia Tripp to the newly-expanded Scenic Roads Committee on the recommendation of the co-chair John Royall.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

With no other business at hand, a motion to adjourn at 8:37 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


