TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 10TH, 2013 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, January 10th, 2013 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and asked for a moment of silence to reflect on the New Year with hope, peace and understanding among all.


Roll Call: 
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Joseph Norton – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Mark D’Agostino - present


Attorney William Bogle, Jr. was also in attendance.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road, welcomed the Supervisor back after her illness, congratulated Councilman Dewhirst on the Bangall parking issue having been solved, and spoke of the comptroller appointment.

Neil Dennehy, Jameson Hill Road, spoke of the Darling mine expansion and requested that the Master Plan Committee review the mining issue and then have the Board enact a moratorium.

Duffy Layton spoke of Mr. Dennehy twisting his words at the last meeting.

Nancy Krysak, Hobbs Lane, spoke of the courage needed to speak at Board meetings and asked the Board members to be courteous.

Mike Shafer, 21 Decker Road, spoke of agenda items being manipulated by Board members.

Laura McLauglin from Hudson River Housing stated that she was going to many towns to see what they might need and answer any questions.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Dewhirst could not attend the recent the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting but that they had had a public hearing for an application on Cold Spring Road.

Councilmen D’Agostino and Norton did not have any reports from their respective boards.

Councilwoman Shafer reported that the Fire Commissioners were holding their Reorganizational meeting this evening and that since she was ill for the last Planning Board meeting, had sent information to them regarding Echo cottages for their review.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern wished all a Happy New Year, spoke of the new garage, the Master Plan draft and future zoning amendments and the Town’s free electronic recycling program.  She added that in 2013 she would look into grants and incentives for more efficient use of taxpayer dollars as well as her hope for a more congenial Town Board.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt. Jim Myers reported that everything was fine and that the department had been working on equipment, cutting brush and had done a little sanding.

NO COUNTY LEGISLATORS’ REPORT

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA: A motion to accept the agenda with the following additions was made by Virginia Stern: to add the matter of the comptroller’s additional training, hours and if the position had been created lawfully, as well as addressing the computer program RDA that will no longer be supported.  The motion was seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Thomas Dewhirst also suggested that they discuss turning off the electricity in the old garage. Supervisor Stern agreed and a vote to accept these additions as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

APPROVE BOOKS OF THE TOWN JUSTICES, THE BUILDING INSPECTOR AND THE TOWN CLERK: 

The books of Town Justice Dennis Smith were presented by Court Clerk Carolyn Harklerode.  A motion to approve them, to the best of their knowledge, was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as 
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follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  

The books of Town Justice Frank Weber were presented by Court Clerk Patty Koch.  A motion to approve them, to the best of their knowledge, was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

 The Building Inspector was not in attendance so his books would be audited in February.

The Clerk’s books were presented by Town Clerk Ritamary Bell, and were approved as presented to the best of their knowledge on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

OLD BUSINESS:

1. CHANNEL 22: After discussion on implementing Channel 22 for the Town, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to tell Cablevision to get the channel going.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – no; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Mark D’Agostino – abstained.  The motion did not carry.

2. RESPONSES FROM ADS: The Clerk reported that there had been no responses for vacancies at the Transfer Station and on the Board of Assessment Review and the CAC. However, a letter from Gary Koch from the Transfer Station requesting that Patty Knapp be approved as a fill-in, temporary attendant was approved on the motion of Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

3. SET TRANSFER STATION FEES FOR 2013: The 2013 Transfer Station fees will remain the same on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

4. BOOKKEEPING SOFTWARE: As the Town’s computer software RDA will no longer be supported, brief discussion followed with Council members D’Agostino and Shafer volunteering to look into the matter and discuss it again in February.

5. PROCUREMENT POLICY: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to amend the Procurement Policy to lower the capped amount from $500 to $100.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – no; Johanna Shafer – no; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.
6. SUPERVISOR’S APPOINTMENTS: The following liaison appointments were made by Supervisor Stern: Planning Board: Johanna Shafer; Insurance: Virginia Stern; Zoning Board of Appeals: Thomas Dewhirst; Transfer Station: Virginia Stern; Recreation: Mark D’Agostino; Buildings: Town Board;  CAC: Joseph Norton;  Cablevision: Virginia Stern; 

Fire Commissioners: Johanna Shafer; Master Plan: Mark D’Agostino; Farm & Ag: Joseph Norton; Emergency Interim Successors: 1) Johanna Shafer, 
2) Ritamary Bell, 3) Steve Gotovich.

6. MINING MORATORIUM:  Attorney Bogle presented the Board with a draft Local Law for a mining moratorium.  After discussion, a motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to form a committee to look into the zoning issue of mining.  After further discussion, Councilman D’Agostino asked Councilwoman Shafer to withdraw her motion, and this was agreed to.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. CONTRACTS: Community Action Agency – A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the contract with this agency for their services.  
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Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

North East Transportation Program – A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Johanna Shafer to approve this contract and have $1,000 from the fund balance transferred. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; 

Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

American Legion – A motion to approve a contract with the American Legion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

Forever Young Club – A motion to approve a contract with this Seniors’ group was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – abstained. 

2. STANFORD SAND AND GRAVEL MINING APPLICATION: After discussion, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to have a public hearing for this application on February 7th, 2013.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  

3. VIMEO ACCOUNT: The Town Board agreed to have Councilman D’Agostino renew the Town’s account with Vimeo and reimburse him for his expense.

4. ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF C.A.C. SECRETARY: Sonia Barrenger’s resignation as secretary and member of the CAC was accepted and acknowledged with regret on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will place an advertisement for these CAC vacancies.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion to approve the December 17th, 2012 Workshop Minutes as written was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

The Minutes of the December 20th, 2012 Minutes, with changes to the figures in Resolution #55 of 2012, were approved on the motion of Mark D’Agostino, second by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

The Minutes of the January 3rd, 2013 Reorganizational Meeting, with a correction to the Appointment Approvals’ motion to be changed to read “…Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst…” was then approved on the motion of Mark D’Agostino, second by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

6. OTHER: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to set a Public Hearing for the draft Master Plan at the March Workshop meeting on March 11th, 2013 at 7:30 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to have the electricity turned off at the old Highway Garage building.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 


A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to allow 10 more hours, at $25.00 per hour, for training from Shelley Day to help the Comptroller finish the year.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; 
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Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

7. ABSTRACTS FOR JANUARY 2013: The following bills were approved for payment for January as follows: General Fund for 2012, check numbers 23292-23313, in the amount of $12,544.62 (JC Fund, ck.#23291); Highway Fund for 2012, check numbers 23314-23327 in the amount of $29,987.06; General Fund for 2013, check numbers 23330-23351, in the amount of $114,213.64; Highway Fund for 2013, check numbers 23349-23351, in the amount of $50,253.96; Street Lighting, ck. 23328, in the amount of $725.72; and Highway Capital Project, ck.# 23329, in the amount of $586.82.  Grand total of Abstract #1 of 2013: $208,311.82.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion to close the regular meeting at 9:40 PM and go into an Executive Session regarding a legal matter was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 


A motion to go out of the Executive Session and back into the regular meeting at 10:10 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – temporarily absent.

A motion was then made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to resolve to accept and approve the Judgment and Order of Consent for Bloodstock Farms and Stables and to have any final payments dealt with in a subsequent budget resolution.

Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes. 


A motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 PM was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


