TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE JULY 11TH, 2013 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, July 11th, 2013 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor opened the meeting by asking for a moment of silence to reflect on how grateful we are to have peace in our country.

Roll Call: 
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Joseph Norton – absent




Thomas Dewhirst – absent




Mark D’Agostino - present


Attorney William Bogle, Jr. was also in attendance.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

No one in attendance spoke, but Supervisor Stern read an email from Doreen Knapp regarding her displeasure with the Town Board giving tax dollars to the Nursery School.

(Duffy Layton submitted a letter to the Board later on in the meeting regarding a problem with the downgrading of weight limits on several of the bridges in Town)

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman D’Agostino noted that the Recreation Commission meeting had been moved to a different night and he could not attend.

Councilwoman Shafer reported from the Fire Commissioners’ meeting that May saw 12 fires, 3 motor vehicle accidents and 19 EMS calls.  She added that they had been having radio communication problems, and that they have been working cooperatively with other local fire departments.  From the Planning Board, Councilwoman Shafer stated that the Historical Society was before them for a lot line adjustment for the old schoolhouse, adding that the Town had waived their fees.  She also added that the Planning Board welcomed any questions or concerns that applicants might have.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of the Boy Scouts of America having a clay shoot in Dover on July 19th as well as reports from the Wappinger Creek Intermunicipal Council and a Legislative District #19 meeting with the four towns for shared services.  She also added that even though the Board did not agree to the Municity grant, she would continue to look for other grant opportunities, and since the Hunns Lake Road bridge was changed to a 22-ton limit, she would speak with the County and follow up with them.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt Myers was not able to attend the meeting.

COUNTY LEGISLATIVE REPORT: County Leg. Debra Blalock reported from her notes about upcoming matters before the upcoming County Legislative meetings: a local law for well testing, pesticide application regulations, the Empire State purchasing group and the 2013 DCCC ’13-’14 budget.

Motion to accept the agenda:

A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to have “Solar Estimates” tabled until August.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

OLD BUSINESS:

DRAFT MASTER PLAN: Supervisor Stern read the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #37 OF 2013

Defining the Draft Master Plan Discussion Committee of 2013

WHEREAS, it is important that the Town of Stanford have a current, updated Master Plan officially adopted so that any needed zoning amendments can be finalized as soon as possible for the protection of the Town of Stanford; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, as lead agency, is ultimately responsible for approving and adopting the finalized Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has received comments from the public; and
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WHEREAS, the Town Board wants to put a process in place to consider all public comments;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. A discussion committee be formed comprised of representatives from Town committees and boards and resident stakeholder groups;

2. The purpose of the discussion committee is not to rewrite the Master Plan Draft but to offer comments and suggestions based on areas of concern raised by the public;

3. The time frame for the work of this committee is to meet two (2) times a month and to have final feedback for the Town Board by the 23 December 2013 Town Board meeting.

4. The committee be comprised of one representative from the following groups:

The Planning Board

The Zoning Board of Appeals

The Conservation Advisory Commission

The Recreation Commission

The Farm and Agriculture Committee

The Stanford Fire Commissioners/Stanford Fire Company

The Master Plan Committee

The Forever Young Club

The Stanford Business Association

The Stanford Grange

The Stanford Historical Society

The Stanford Town Board

5. Each participant is to represent only one committee, board or group.
Motion made by: Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Johanna Shafer
Discussion followed with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – no.  Resolution #37 of 2013 did not pass.


Supervisor Stern agreed to amend the resolution by leaving out #4 – the committee list of members, keeping the list the same as proposed last month, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  A roll call vote on the amended Resolution, #38 of 2013 was taken as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – no. Resolution #38 did not pass.

2. HIGHWAY / RECREATION TRUCK: Highway Superintendent Jim Myers proposed giving one of the Town’s pick-ups to the Rec. to use and they would purchase another one.  Discussion followed regarding this proposed purchase.  The Highway Supt. had only submitted two bids for a new truck that would be purchased from the Highway Vehicle purchase account, but according to the Procurement Policy, must obtain a third bid.  Tabled until August.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. SOLAR ESTIMATES: Tabled until August.

2. NYS HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT LETTER OF INTENT: Supervisor Stern’s letter of intent to apply for this grant for a generator for the Town Hall was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

3. PROSECUTOR’S LETTER: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Stern:

RESOLUTION #39 OF 2013

Special Prosecutor Additional Authorization Request for Violations

WHEREAS, The Town of Stanford Town Board has since 2008 authorized the Attorney to the Town, William F. Bogle, Jr., Esq., and members of his law firm, Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea, LLP to handle and prosecute the traffic tickets for New York State Police matters in the Town of Stanford Court, which was authorized by the Dutchess County District Attorney William V. Grady, Esq., on May 2, 2008, and 

WHEREAS, the N.Y. Vehicle & Traffic Law Section 1806 was amended in 2009 
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to provide for Pre-trial Conferences on all traffic tickets, with a Special Prosecutor, appointed by the Town Board, including the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department and N.Y.S. Environmental Conservation, and 

WHEREAS, there are violations of the Penal Law and other local laws and codes, such as building and zoning, dangerous dogs, and other sections of the law that the District Attorney's Office does not prosecute, however a Special Prosecutor is recommended or needed in such matters, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board seeks to have the Attorney to the Town William F. Bogle, Jr., Esq., and members of his law firm, Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea, LLP be authorized to act as Special Prosecutor in all vehicle and traffic matters, including, but not limited to the New York State Police, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, and N.Y. S. Environmental Conservation matters, as well as local code matters, dangerous dogs or other violations, such as harassment, disorderly conduct, and other violations that the District Attorney's office does not prosecute,

NOW, be it resolved that:

The Town Board of the Town of Stanford authorizes the Supervisor and the Attorney to the Town to write to the Dutchess County District Attorney for authorization and approval for Attorney to the Town William F. Bogle, Jr., Esq., and members of his law firm, Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea, LLP be authorized to act as Special Prosecutor in all vehicle and traffic matters, including, but not limited to the New York State Police, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, and N.Y. S. Environmental Conservation matters, as well as local code matters, dangerous dogs, or other violations, such as harassment, disorderly conduct, and other violations that the District Attorney's office does not prosecute. 

Motion made by: 
Virginia Stern



Seconded by:

Johanna Shafer



Vote:

Supervisor Virginia Stern - yes

Councilperson Johanna Shafer - yes

Councilperson Joseph Norton - absent

Councilperson Mark D'Agostino - yes

Councilperson Thomas Dewhirst - absent

Resolution #39 of 2013 passed by the affirmative votes of the three Town of Stanford Town Board members present and certified this 11th day of July 2013.

4. JACOBS’ PROPERTY DONATION: A prior resolution to accept property offered to the Town by the Jacobs family had been found to have a boundary line question. A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to rescind the motion of the property’s acceptance.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

5. INSURANCE RE COMMENDATIONS:  Tabled until August as the Recreation Director hasn’t had all of the items completed yet.

6. TRANSFER STATION: APPROVE HIGHWAY EMPLOYEE TO FILL IN ON 7/13/13:  Discussion followed that perhaps another part-time Town employee could cover the absent personnel at the Transfer Station on the upcoming Saturday.  Councilman D’Agostino will call the Rec. Director, but if that fails, he made a motion to approve a Highway employee to cover.  The motion was seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Mention was made that other positions should be looked at and have a plan in place.

7. TOWN GARAGE: MORRIS BILLS: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Stern:



RESOLUTION #40 OF 2013

TO FUND THE COSTS FOR ENGINEERING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE SPECIAL COUNSEL CONCERNING THE HIGHWAY GARAGE CAPITAL PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has engaged a Special Counsel to advise on outstanding issues and costs with the Highway Garage Capital Project; and
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WHEREAS, the Special Counsel has needed to consult with the Engineer hired by the Town who oversaw the planning, design and construction of the Highway Garage Capital Project; and

WHEREAS, the Town has received three (3) bills from the engineering firm, Morris Associates 

  1) April 25, 2013: $ 359.10

  2) May 22, 2013: $1,193.80

  3) June 26, 2013: $ 533.40 for correspondence, meetings with the Special Counsel, and providing information to the Special Counsel totaling $2,086.30; and

WHEREAS, the funds for this legal matter are not budgeted for in the 2013 Town of Stanford Budget;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. $2,086.30 be transferred from the Contingency budget line, A1990.4 to the Law, Contractual Expenditure budget line, A1420.4; and 

2. $2,086.30 be paid to Morris Associates out of budget line A1420.4 to cover the above mentioned expenses.

After discussion, this resolution was withdrawn.

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the June 10th, 2013 Workshop were approved with the comments of Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shafer removed from after their votes on the proposed Z.B.A. member’s letter of interest.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

The Minutes of the June 13th and July 8th meetings’ approvals were tabled until August.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting at 8:35 PM and enter into an Executive Session regarding the job performance of a particular person and the collective bargaining agreement.   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, at 8:46 PM to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting.  

Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.


With no action taken, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 PM was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


