TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 8, 2013 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, August 8th, 2013 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Stern opened the meeting by asking for a moment of silence to reflect on those far away protecting us here at home.

Roll Call: 
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Joseph Norton – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Mark D’Agostino - present


Attorney William Bogle, Jr. was also in attendance.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Michelle Inzeo, Shelley Hill Road, asked about the town looking into a senior discount for Optimum customers.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Dewhirst stated that the ZBA would not meet until next week.

Councilman D’Agostino said that he had no minutes from the Rec. Commission and that the Master Plan was an ongoing process.

Councilman Norton did not have a report.

Councilwoman Shafer was unable to attend the Fire Commissioners’ meeting but the Planning Board had submitted Tom Angell’s name to be on the Master Plan discussion committee.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of the Historical Society’s upcoming programs: 9/29 – Lost Amusement Parks of the Hudson Valley; October – a cemetery walk; and November – History of the Quakers in the Hudson Valley.  She added that Community Day on September 14th would be honoring Stanford’s heritage.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt. Myers was absent from this meeting.

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT: Legislator Debra Blalock reported on the following County matters: discussion on drug enforcement task force officers in some schools, preparation and planning for flood issues, the County Budget Director’s presentation, that sales tax was down and the Home Rule requirement for extension of  the sales tax was discussed, housing out for the jail’s expenses, a shared services plan for workmen’s comp now and a proposed health insurance plan in 2015.

Motion to accept the agenda:

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to accept the agenda as presented with the deletion of #6 (comptroller…) under New Business.  Councilman D’Agostino asked that the matter of a certificate of insurance to the Grange Hall be added as well as the Historical Society’s request for the Town Clerk’s office to sell tickets for the cemetery walk.  With these additions, a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

PRESENTATION: HUDSON ESTUARY WATERSHED RESILIENCY PROJECT

A presentation was given to the Town Board by Senior Water Resource Educator Carolyn Klocker who gave an overview of the Cooperative Extension’s plan to address flooding, climate change and stream management.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. BATHROOM RENOVATION PROJECT: Volunteers Becky Movall and Conrad Levensen will be sent a letter asking them to prepare specs to replace the fixtures, dividers, flooring and a venting system for the Town Hall’s bathrooms, on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.
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2. SOLAR PROPOSALS: Four proposals for solar panels for the Town Hall and Town Garage had been received. Discussion followed with Supervisor Stern making a motion to study the issue and explore the matter in more detail along with Councilman Mark D’Agostino.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – no; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

3. MASTER PLAN DISCUSSION COMMITTEE: Supervisor Stern read the following resolution from the July 11th Town Board meeting::

RESOLUTION #37 OF 2013

Defining the Draft Master Plan Discussion Committee of 2013

WHEREAS, it is important that the Town of Stanford have a current, updated Master Plan officially adopted so that any needed zoning amendments can be finalized as soon as possible for the protection of the Town of Stanford; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, as lead agency, is ultimately responsible for approving and adopting the finalized Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has received comments from the public; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board wants to put a process in place to consider all public comments;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. A discussion committee be formed comprised of representatives from Town committees and boards and resident stakeholder groups;

2. The purpose of the discussion committee is not to rewrite the Master Plan Draft but to offer comments and suggestions based on areas of concern raised by the public;

3. The time frame for the work of this committee is to meet two (2) times a month and to have final feedback for the Town Board by the 23 December 2013 Town Board meeting.

4. The committee be comprised of one representative from the following groups:

The Planning Board

The Zoning Board of Appeals

The Conservation Advisory Commission

The Recreation Commission

The Farm and Agriculture Committee

The Stanford Fire Company

The Master Plan Committee

The Stanford Business Association

The Stanford Historical Society

The Stanford Town Board

5. Each participant is to represent only one committee, board or group.
The motion was seconded by Johanna Shafer. A roll call vote was then taken as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – abstain; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Mark D’Agostino – no.  


Councilman D’Agostino then offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #41 OF 2013

DEFINING THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN DISCUSSION COMMITTEE OF 2013 

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford by motion made 6/13/13 unanimously formed a committee to review the public comments received at the public hearing, informational hearing, written comments including email concerning the draft master plan previously accepted unanimously by the Stanford Town Board.

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford by motion made 6/13/13 unanimously agreed the committee be composed of one member of the Zoning Board, Planning Board, CAC, Master Plan Committee, Town Board, Recreation Commission, Business Association, mine owner, Fire Company, Farm and Ag Committee and Historical Society.

Whereas, the Town Board as lead agency is ultimately responsible for approving and adopting the master plan.

Resolved, that the Mission of the committee to review the draft master plan will be as follows:
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1. Review the Public comments from the public hearing, informational meeting and all other written and email comments.

2. To recommend to the Town Board any amendments or changes to the draft master plan as a result of a review of the comments from the public hearing, informational meeting and all other written and email comments.

3. To determine a committee chair who will have authority over all meetings convened and maintain order at such meetings.

4. The committee will determine a meeting schedule and inform the town board and town clerk so it can be posted accordingly and consistent with public meeting notices.

5. It is recommended the committee set a tentative completion date and inform the Town Board. Such completion date may be altered from time to time as the committee sees fit.

6. Any member of this committee can opine on any issues brought before the committee. Members are not limited to discussions concerning any particular areas.

7. Any recommended amendments or changes to the draft master plan as a result of the committee’s review will be presented to the public at an informational meeting (date TBD) prior to being accepted, rejected or adopted by the Town of Stanford Town Board.

Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

Resolution #41 of 2013 passed by the unanimous votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 8th day of August 2013.

A motion was then made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to appoint the following people to the Master Plan Discussion Committee: 

Planning Board – Tom Angell

CAC – James Sansum

Fire Company – Jeff Spiers

Rec. – Richard Bell

Farm & Ag – Mark Burdick

Historical Society – Larry McKeough

Master Plan Committee – Gary Lovett

Business Association – Karen Mosher

ZBA – (member to be added as soon as they decide)

Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to appoint Tom Dewhirst as the Town Board representative for the Master Plan Discussion Committee.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.


Supervisor Stern will ask if one of the three mine owners in Town would like to join this discussion committee.

4. BUILDING INSPECTOR’S COMPUTERS: Supervisor Stern stated that a quote from the Town’s IT consultant, Irwin Irby, had sent a quote in for three computers - 2 for the Building Inspector’s office and one for the Town Clerk – for $589 each.  After discussion, Mark D’Agostino made a motion to approve each department’s purchase of a back-up system for each computer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

5. ENGINEER APPLICATIONS: As per a March 2013 resolution to get proposals from engineering firms, Supervisor Stern made a motion that two Board members contact the applicants and get the particulars for the Town Board to explore further.  After further discussion, she withdrew the motion.  The matter would be taken up again in September.

6. HIGHWAY TRUCK PURCHASE: As three bids had been received for a new truck for the Highway Department, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to approve the purchase of a 2012 Dodge Ram pick-up truck from Matt Dyer of Armory Garage in Albany for $27,546.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 
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as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. REC. / HAUNTED HOUSE: Recreation Commission chair Sue Blouse addressed the Board regarding a new entrance for the Haunted House for this year, a type of boardwalk to run behind the new Garage with trees to screen the building.  After discussion, Mrs. Blouse will get three bids for this project and present them to the Board.  Virginia Stern made a motion, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to hold a Special Meeting for the purpose to review these proposals to be held on Monday. September 19th, 2013 at 7:30 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

2. CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE TO THE STANFORD GRANGE:  A certificate of insurance will be requested from the Town’s insurance company in order for the Recreation Commission to use the Grange Hall.
3. TICKETS FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S CEMETERY WALK: Under advice from Town Counsel, the Town will not sell tickets for the Cemetery Walk.

4. TELEPHONE SYSTEM UPGRADE: A request for proposals will be published for a telephone system upgrade for the Town Hall.

5. TRANSFER STATION PROCEDURES: After discussion, a change in the procedures for the depositing of money from the Transfer Station was tabled until September.

6. CHANGE DECEMBER MEETING DATES: A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to change the Town Board’s December meeting from Monday, December 23rd to the regular schedule of Workshop Meeting – Monday, 12/9 and Board meeting, Thursday, 12/12/13.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

7. WEBSITE POSTINGS: The Millbrook School’s public hearing for their dormitory construction and for the Winnakee Land Trust / Dutchess Land Conservancy was approved to be posted on the Town’s website.  Motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

8. BOARD OF ETHICS REPORT: Councilman Joseph Norton read a report, dated 2/13/13, from the Ethics Committee to be entered into the record.  (Copy attached.)

9. BUDGET RESOLUTION: TO CORRECT RESOLUTION #14 0F 2013: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to correct the budget item number in Resolution #14 of 2013 as follows:

RESOLUTION #42

TO CORRECT GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION #14 OF 2013


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford previously increased the Contingency Fund by prior resolution with the purpose of using the fund to engage an engineer and other experts for a water study and the impact of the Kading Darling mine expansion on the local residents and to engage legal representation on behalf of the local residents who may be impacted by the Kading Darling mine and DEC decisions, and


WHEREAS, the Contingency Fund was reduced in February 2013 by a resolution proposed by Supervisor Stern in order to allocate monies to the Deputy Town Clerk position;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to the following budget lines to replenish the Contingency Fund for the aforementioned purpose of engaging experts for a water study and the impact of the Kading Darling mine expansion on the local residents.

Account





      Increase
      Decrease
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00-01-1990-40 – Contingency

    
      $ 6,453.20
______


00-01-1410-10 – Town Clerk: salaries



        $ 6,453.20






TOTAL:

      $ 6,453.20       $ 6,453.20
 

Roll call vote as follows: 
Virginia Stern – absent 

Johanna Shafer – no 

Joseph Norton – yes 

Thomas Dewhirst – yes 

Mark D’Agostino – yes

General Fund Budget Resolution #14 of 2013, formerly approved by the majority votes of the Town Board of the Town of Stanford members present and certified the 14th day of March 2013 is now corrected to be RESOLUTION #42 OF 2013 with the following roll call vote: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – abstained; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried
10. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS – NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE:

Supervisor Stern offered a resolution as follows:
RESOLUTION #43 OF 2013

A Resolution to fund costs for  engineering  consultations with the Special Counsel concerning the Highway Garage Capital Project

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has engaged a Special Counsel to advise on outstanding issues and costs with the Highway Garage Capital Project; and

WHEREAS, the Special Counsel has needed to consult with the Engineer hired by the Town who oversaw the planning, design and construction of the Highway Garage Capital Project; and

WHEREAS, the Town has received four (4) bills from the engineering firm, Morris Associates   
1) 25 April 2013: $ 359.10

  


2) 22 May 2013: $1,193.80

 


3) 26 June 2013: $ 533.40 

4) 25 August 2013: $127.00 for correspondence, meetings with the
Special Counsel, and providing information to the Special

Counsel totaling $2,213.30; and

WHEREAS, the funds for this legal matter are not budgeted for in the 2013 Town of Stanford Budget;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. $2,213.30 be transferred from the Contingency budget line, A1990.4 to the Attorney, Contractual Expenditure budget line, A1420.4; and

2. $2,213.30 be paid to Morris Associates out of budget line A1420.4 to cover the above mentioned expenses.

After discussion, this resolution was tabled.

Another resolution was offered by Supervisor Stern:

Motion made by: Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Johanna Shafer

RESOLUTION #44

A Resolution to fund costs for special counsel concerning  outstanding liens, repairs and prevailing wage issues for the Highway Garage Capital Project

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford contracted for the construction of a new Highway Garage; and

WHEREAS, there are outstanding liens against a contractor for the Highway Garage construction; and

WHEREAS, the outstanding liens have not been resolved; and

WHEREAS, the Town Attorney cannot participate in the defense of the Town in this issue because of a conflict of interest; and

WHEREAS, the Town has engaged the law firm of Drake, Loeb, Heller, Kennedy, Gogerty , Gaba and Rodd, PLLC to represent the Town in this matter; and

WHEREAS, the Town has received 2 (two) bills from the aforementioned law firm:

1) 12 June 2013: $3,970.30

2)16 August 2013: $1,535.00 totaling $5,505.30; and

WHEREAS, funds for this legal matter have not been budgeted in the 2013 Town of Stanford Budget; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
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1) $4,981.90 be transferred out of the Contingency budget line, A1990.4 to the Attorney, Contractual Expenditure line, A1420.4; and

2) $524.40 be transferred out of the Unappropriated Fund Balance to the Attorney, Contractual Expenditure line A1420.4; and

3)$5,505.30 be paid out of line A1420.4 to cover the above mentioned expenses. 

Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – abstained; Thomas Dewhirst – abstained; Mark D’Agostino – abstained.  Resolution #44 of 2013 was not passed.

11. AMEND MOTION FOR WOOD CHIPPER PURCHASE (JUNE 2013): A correction to the June 10th, 2013 Minutes (page 3 under “Highway”) was made to pay the lowest bidder, Westchester Tractor, for the purchase of a new wood chipper.  This equipment was paid from Highway Budget line 01-04-5140-20.  This correction was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.
12. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The June 13th, 2013 Minutes were approved with the following changes:

Page 1, under Liaison Reports: “Councilwoman Shafer…the Fire and Rescue Support Squad was still accepting volunteers…; 


Page 2, under “Draft Master Plan”:”… Councilman D’Agostino requested that the motion be amended to be: that this group’s members belong to only one committee and that this committee representative be chosen as independently as possible with a respective knowledge base from their board.

With these changes noted, a motion to approve the 6/13/13 Minutes was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

The Minutes of the July 8th, 2013 Special Meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – abstained; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.


The Minutes of the July 11th, 2013 Town Board Meeting were tabled for another meeting.


The Minutes of the August 5th, 2013 Workshop Meeting where action was taken were approved as written on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Virginia Stern at 10:00 PM, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session regarding possible litigation, collective bargaining, a garage issue and a Building Inspector matter.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

Virginia Stern made a motion at 10:35 PM, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, for the Town Board to approve the stipulation of settlement agreement and the escrow agreement and the release form from the Special Counsel attorneys for the new Garage.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – abstained; Mark D’Agostino – abstained.

A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Virginia Stern, to release the Special Counsel report and ask Building Inspector Don Smith to put in writing the questions that he was asked.  Motion not carry with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – abstained; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – abstained; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Mark D’Agostino – no.
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With no other action to be taken, a motion to adjourn this meeting was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


