TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd, 2013


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for a Special Meeting on Wednesday, October 23rd, 2013 in order to hold a scheduled public hearing for a proposed Local Law #2 of 2013, a moratorium extension.  Supervisor Virginia Stern called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.


Roll Call:
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – present 




Joseph Norton – absent (but would arrive later)




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Mark D’Agostino – absent (but would arrive later)

PUBLIC HEARING: 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2013

TO ENACT A FURTHER EXTENSION OF A NINE (9) MONTH MORATORIUM OF THE SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD IN ORDER TO REVISE THE SUBDIVISION AND LAND USE REGULATIONS

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the Special Meeting and enter into the scheduled Public Hearing.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – absent; Councilman Joseph Norton – absent; Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Mark D’Agostino – absent. 

Larry McKeough, Woods Drive – asked if it was time to end the moratorium and asked how long its been in effect (since 2006) and why it had been going on for so long.

Supervisor Stern – replied that it was hoped that the Master Plan and zoning amendments would have been done.

Karen Mosher, Route 82 – asked why the moratorium was necessary as we have an existing Master Plan and zoning laws; Roseland was not being developed.

Supervisor Stern – has no knowledge of any big projects being proposed but this moratorium is only for another 9 months and could be renewed just one more time.

Mrs. Mosher – it’s been almost 8 years already.

Mrs. Stern – the zoning codes have not yet been finalized.

Councilwoman Shafer – loosening of the requirements in the moratorium took the onus off small subdivisions.

Mrs. Mosher – asked about the worst-case scenario without it.

Attorney Bogle – all applications go before the Planning Board and Zoning Board.

Mrs. Mosher – cannot do a minor subdivision now under a year’s time as the Planning Board is so slow.  Working on the proposed Master Plan, there is so much more control over residences, etc. Doesn’t feel its right to keep tying things up.

Mr. McKeough – Urged the Board to not continue with the moratorium; it’s been long enough.

Mrs. Mosher – the Planning Board is beyond thorough, and most large landowners belong to the Land Conservancy, wouldn’t do flag lots, would not want it to look like LaGrange or Fishkill.

Councilman Dewhirst – high-density housing would be like LaGrange.  Too much government control.  No more moratorium extensions.  Bentley Farm and Trump property got up and left the town.

Fr. John Bida, Hunns Lake Road – with past provisions, applicants had to follow a list and should be made to comply.  Was concerned that repeated extensions could open the Town up to litigation with room to question.

Atty. Bogle – further out it goes, more tenable it becomes. The Town has more control over the process with a moratorium but there is good and bad on each side.  The waiver process has made it more fair. The Master Plan still has to be adopted and zoning may change by the time of its approval.

Mr. Dewhirst – zoning could take 2 to 3 years more; keep on extending the moratorium until the zoning is done.


(Councilman D’Agostino arrived at about 7:20 PM)

Atty. Bogle – the risk is low with no current large applications, but they could still come in and talk with the Building Inspector or have a scoping session with the Planning Board.  The moratorium holds the status but has a relief valve.  Other towns have had long moratoria and some have been challenged in court.  
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With no other comments, a motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Councilman Joseph Norton – absent; Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes. 

1. PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2013 – MORATORIUM EXTENSION - VOTE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to extend the current moratorium one more time. Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – absent; Thomas Dewhirst – abstained; Mark D’Agostino – no.  Motion did not carry and proposed Local Law #2 of 2013 did not pass.

2. RESOLUTION FOR JUSTICE COURT GRANT: The following resolution was offered:                                   RESOLUTION #61 OF 2013

TO ALLOW THE TOWN OF STANFORD JUSTICE COURT 

TO APPLY FOR A 2010 JUSTICE COURT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (JCAP) GRANT

Motion made by: Virginia Stern

Seconded by: Johanna Shafer

WHEREAS the Town of Stanford Justice Court has been given the opportunity to apply for a 2013 Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP) Grant, and

WHEREAS the Town of Stanford Town Board enthusiastically supports any outside funding for equipment and/or renovations, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board supports the Town of Stanford Justice Court in making their application for the 2013 Justice Court Assistance Program Grant in requesting up to the maximum amount allowed per jurisdiction, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution, certified on the 23rd
day of October 2013, be included with their grant application and be forwarded to the New York State Office of Court Administration.

Roll Call vote as follows:
Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes

Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes 

Councilman Joseph Norton – absent

Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes

Councilman Mark D’Agostino – yes

Adopted and certified this 23rd day of October 2013

3. APPOINT NEGOTIATORS FOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING: Virginia Stern made a motion to appoint Mark D’Agostino and Joseph Norton to be the Board members negotiating with the UPSEU in collective bargaining negotiations, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Councilman D’Agostino stated that they both will decline (conflicts of interest) and Supervisor Stern withdrew her motion.  Another motion was made by Thomas Dewhirst, seconded by Johanna Shafer to appoint Virginia Stern as the negotiator with the Union.  Roll Call Vote as follows:  Supervisor Virginia Stern – abstained; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Councilman Joseph Norton – absent; Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Mark D’Agostino – abstained.  Motion did not carry.

(Councilman Joseph Norton arrived at 7:30 PM)

4. APPROVAL OF PAYMENT TO DUTCHESS COUNTY FOR ERRONEOUS TAXES AND JUDGMENTS: The following resolution was offered:

RESOLUTION #62 OF 2013

A BUDGET RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE DUTCHESS COUNTY CHARGE BACK VOUCHER RELATED TO REFUNDS OF ERRONEOUS TAXES AND JUDGMENTS IN THE ASSESSMENT ROLLS AND TAX BILLS


WHEREAS, there were erroneous tax bills related to the production of the Assessment Rolls for 2013, and


WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Department of Finance has paid these bills, and


WHEREAS, the Department of Finance has billed the Town for charge backs for these bills amounting to $11,486.03, and


WHEREAS, this amount has not been budgeted in the 3012 Town Budget.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that

1) The Town of Stanford transfer $11,496.03 from the unappropriated fund balance to the Assessor’s budget line, 00-01-1355-40

2) $11,496.03 be paid to Dutchess County Department of Finance from that budget line.

Roll Call Vote as follows:  Supervisor Virginia Stern – yes; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Councilman Joseph Norton – yes; Councilman Tom Dewhirst – yes; Councilman Mark D’Agostino – no.  


With no other business to attend to, a motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to adjourn this Special Meeting at 7:40 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

The Town Board continued with their Budget Workshop Meeting.


A presentation on changes to the full-time Union employees’ health insurance for 2014 was made by representatives from Marshall & Sterling and the UPSEU.


The Board also had budget workshops with the following departments:

Comptroller, Recreation, Planning Board, Stanford Historical Society (regarding upkeep of cemeteries), the Justice Court and the Town Clerk.


The meeting adjourned at 9:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


