TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 10th, 2014 MEETING

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, April 10th, 2014.  Supervisor Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Ryan Orton – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Mary Weinberger – present

A moment of silence was requested by Supervisor Norton to remember the troops in Afghanistan as well as his brother, who was recently wounded but is OK, and all others in service to our country.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

No one was heard.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Ryan Orton reported from the recent Recreation Commission meeting and welcomed the high school seniors that were in attendance: Baseball’s opening day will be 4/12 with the Grange snack bar open, the Easter Egg Hunt will be on 4/13; the Rec. re-roofing project is complete; and summer registrations will be 5/28, 5/31 and 6/7.  Upcoming community events: Library’s wildlife program at the Grange on 4/12, Forever Young meetings on 4/15 and 4/29, Historical Society program on 4/27 at the Town Hall, and the Grange “Distinguished Grange” Open House on 4/27.  Councilman Orton also made mention of the Bangall Post Office’s designation, but this matter would be taken up later in the meeting.


Councilwoman Shafer stated that there was no CAC meeting (no quorum) and that the Planning Board would be meeting at the end of the month.

Councilwoman Weinberger had no reports.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Norton reported that the Highway Department was working on winter storm damage and would be looking at Town Hall driveway repairs.  Mr. Norton added that the State was instituting a property tax freeze for the next two years and described their plan in brief as well as having documents for the Board to study.

No County Legislator was in attendance.

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA:


Joe Norton made a motion to accept the agenda, seconded by Johanna Shafer, with the following additions: the NYS Comptroller’s audit, the former supervisor’s letter regarding a plan of action on the audit’s deficiencies and recently received FOIL requests.  Councilwoman Shafer suggested that some of these items be discussed in an Executive Session.  With these changes noted, the motion to accept the agenda carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

Senator Terry Gipson was not present.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. COLD SPRING GROUP HOME: A motion to discuss this matter in an Executive Session was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. PERMISSION FOR GARDEN CLUB TO USE THE TOWN HALL PROPERTY FOR PLANT SALE ON MAY 10TH: Permission was granted to the Stanford Garden Club for their plant sale on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Mention was made the Garden Club will complete a hold harmless agreement.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.
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2. PERMISSION FOR THE LIONS CLUB TO USE THE TOWN HALL PROPERTY FOR THE FLEA MARKET ON JUNE 7TH: Permission was granted to the Stanford Lions Club for their annual Flea Market on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton.  Mention was made the Lions Club will submit a certificate of insurance.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

3. CEMETERIES RESTORATION RFP: Supervisor Norton made a motion to hold a Special Meeting on Monday, April 21st at 5:00 PM in order to award this bid and to attend to any other matters that the Town Board may deem necessary, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

4. R.F.P. FOR TOWN HALL GENERATOR: Only one bid had been received, DS Electric in Hyde Park.  Joseph Norton made a motion, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to award the project to DS Electric in the amount of $34,450.00.  Mention was made that aluminum piping will be used rather than copper and that a buried gas / propane tank will be installed and that these two items will save some money   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

5. AUDITOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to award the professional accounting services to Theodore Eglit.  Additional duties may be expanded when needed in the future.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

6. ENGINEER REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to retain the services of Fusco Engineering on an as-needed basis.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

7. RECREATION DIRECTOR APPLICATIONS: Three applications had been received so far.  A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to extend the search period until April 19th to get more applications and to have the Rec. Commission conduct interviews and get their recommendations back to the Board.  This matter could then be discussed at the Special Meeting on Monday, April 21st.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

8. PROCLAMATION: APRIL AS GRANGE MONTH: The following proclamation was introduced and read by Councilman Orton:

PROCLAMATION

GRANGE MONTH IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

APRIL 2014
WHEREAS, for 147 years, the Grange has sought to advance the interests of rural Americans and our Nation’s families regardless of where they might live through the simple but powerful idea that by working together we can accomplish much for our communities; and

WHEREAS, voluntary association with the Grange elevates character by providing social, cultural, and educational programs, along with opportunities for personal growth; and

WHEREAS, the Grange increases the influence of each of its members by giving them the opportunity to serve their community through projects, programs, and grassroots legislation that make a difference in the lives of the residents of our Town, County, State, and Nation; and

WHEREAS, our local Stanford Grange #808 has been active in our community since its organization in Bangall on January 23, 1896, thus celebrating its 118th Anniversary in January 2014; and

WHEREAS, Stanford Grange #808 has a history of accomplishment and service in its 118 years of existence including the organization of the Stanford Fire Company in 1931, the organization of Stanford Junior Grange #414 in 1938 (the first organization for the children of the Town of Stanford), sponsoring the 1st Annual Stanford Community Day in 1959, and spearheading the building of the Stanford Free Library in 1964; and

WHEREAS, Stanford Grange #808 continues to fill needs in our community and holds community events of interest for our Town Residents including Meet the Candidates Nights for local, 

Town Board Minutes

4/10/14, page 3
regional, and state candidates for public office and for Board of Education Candidates for the Pine Plains Central School District, School District Budget Meetings, a Defensive Driving Course, Foster Child Christmas Party, fundraising Penny Socials for charitable causes such as the Alzheimer’s Association, local Eagle Scout Projects, and local families in need, and continues to sponsor the Annual Stanford Community Day with 2014 as the 57th year; and

WHEREAS, at the 147th Annual National Grange Convention in November 2013 in Manchester, New Hampshire, Stanford Grange #808 was recognized and honored as a “Distinguished Grange” by the National Grange President and the National Grange Membership/Leadership Director; and

WHEREAS, Stanford Grange #808 is the only Grange in New York State to receive this prestigious award for four consecutive years;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford proudly proclaims April 2014 as Grange Month, and in celebration of this, the community is invited to the Grange Month & Distinguished Grange Open House on Sunday, April 27th, 2014 at 2 p.m. at the Stanford Grange Hall.

Proclaimed this 10th day of April 2014 on the motion made by Councilman Ryan Orton, seconded by Councilwoman Johanna Shafer.

Roll Call Vote as follows: Supervisor Joseph Norton – yes; Councilman Ryan Orton – yes; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – yes; Councilwoman Mary Weinberger – yes.   

Supervisor Norton has been invited to present this proclamation to the Grange at their Open House.
9. BUILDING INSPECTOR’S RIGHTS AS ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: This matter will be discussed during an Executive Session along with the Cold Spring Group Home matter.

10. BANGALL POST OFFICE DESIGNATION: Councilman Orton read a letter of support for the Bangall Post Office’s endorsement on the State and the National Register of Historic Places from County Historian William Tatum III.  Supervisor Norton added that a letter had been received from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation that the Bangall Post Office had listed it on the State Register.

11. FUNDING FOR SUPERVISOR’S SECRETARY POSITION: Supervisor Norton stated that these funds will be taken from the unencumbered fund balance and put into the Supervisor’s budget line.  He added that health insurance should cost between $7,500 and $8,200 per year.

12. OTHER ITEMS ADDED TO THE AGENDA: Discussion followed on the following matters:

· Audit report and others are due

· FOIL requests

· Former Supervisor’s records and emails

After lengthy discussion a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger to have the Town Attorney procure emails from the last four years that are either not there or are inaccessible through Earthlink.  Councilman Orton suggested that former Supervisor Stern be asked to come in and show where they are before the 4/21/14 Special Meeting.  A vote was called on Mr. Norton’s motion with a roll call vote as follows: Supervisor Joseph Norton – yes; Councilman Ryan Orton – no; Councilwoman Johanna Shafer – no; Councilwoman Mary Weinberger – yes.   Motion did not carry and there was no vote on the matter.  Ryan Orton then made a motion to have the Town Board contact Mrs. Stern to come in next week with the majority of the Board present and find the records and emails and call a special meeting if necessary.  Johanna Shafer seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was held as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.  Motion carried.

19. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the March 13th, 2014 Town Board Meeting and the April 7th, 2014 Workshop Meeting were approved with corrections noted on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Mary Weinberger – yes.  Supervisor Norton also mentioned a correction was needed to the November 14th, 2013 Minutes regarding the budget approval. This correction had already been made.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session at 8:36 PM regarding 

The Cold Spring Group home, the duties and legal responsibilities of the Town’s Building Inspector and labor contract negotiation issues.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


At 9:10 PM a motion was made to close the Executive Session by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


With no action taken, a motion to adjourn was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:11 PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk

