TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE MAY 8th, 2014 MEETING

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, May 8th, 2014.  Supervisor Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Ryan Orton – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Mary Weinberger – present

A moment of silence was requested by Supervisor Norton to remember all mothers as Sunday is Mother’s Day and many miss their Moms.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road – Spoke of the negative issues brought up regarding the previous supervisor’s files and stated that the Board should let this matter go and move on.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Ryan Orton reported from the recent Recreation Commission meeting: summer registrations will be 5/28, 5/31 and 6/7 with a reminder for registrants to bring a driver’s license, a copy of a their tax bill and their car license plate numbers, and that the Rec. brochure will be available soon.  There will be no Zoning Board meeting this month as they had no business.  Upcoming community events: Forever Young meetings on 5/13 and 5/27 – coffee, dessert and bingo as well as a trip to the Platzl Brauhaus, Garden Club plant sale on 5/10 from 9am to 3pm, rain or shine; and the Grange would be hosting a “Meet the Candidates” night for the Pine Plains School District election and a budget presentation on 5/13.  Councilman Orton reminded everyone to vote on the School budget on May 20th.  The Grange is also having a roast beef dinner on May 18th.

Councilwoman Shafer and Councilwoman Weinberger had no reports.

Supervisor Norton stated that the Highway Department had been grading several roads, some trees had been taken down as well as doing brushwork and chipping, adding that the bulldozer was down for repair.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Norton stated that an issue was on the horizon for the Town with the State requesting mergers of services and a tax freeze,

No County Legislator was in attendance.

.

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA:


Joe Norton made a motion to accept the agenda as presented, seconded by Ryan Orton. Councilwoman Shafer requested that #3, the Bangall traffic resolution, be tabled until next month.  With all in agreement, a motion to accept the agenda carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. RECREATION BIDS: 1) Gatehouse roll-up window: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to award the bid to Dutchess Overhead Doors in the amount of $1,293.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes. 2) Chlorine bids: a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to award the bid to Duso as the Town has been dealing with them for many years and they were the lowest responsible bidder.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

2. CONFIRM NEW REC. DIRECTOR’S NEW SALARY: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to confirm that Kelly Nielsen’s salary would be 

$8, 339.20, representing 80% of the former Rec. Director’s salary, which has been the Town’s policy. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

3. BANGALL TRAFFIC RESOLUTION: Tabled as per agenda acceptance motion.
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4. EMAIL ISSUES: After lengthy discussion regarding the former Supervisor’s computer files and emails, and two FOIL requests received by the Town Clerk, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to fulfill the motion made at the April meeting to write to the former Supervisor Virginia Stern to come into the office and pursue the matter of getting the records in question.  The Town Clerk was also assisted by the Attorney for the Town on how to answer the FOIL requests.  Roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – no; Johanna Shafer – no; Mary Weinberger – yes.  Motion did not carry and there was no vote.

5. PERSONNEL MATTERS: Mention was made that nothing had been done in the last year for personnel records through Dutchess County personnel and much time had been spent accumulating the required documents.  Supervisor also stated that all letters of resignation were to be signed.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. PERMISSION FOR THE GARDEN CLUB TO LOOK INTO HAVING THE TOWN EVERGREEN REPLACED: Permission was granted to this request on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  The motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

2. FUSCO ENGINEERING TO LOOK AT TOWN HALL EXTERIOR FOR REPAIRS: The Board approved the Supervisor contacting Fusco engineering to look at the Town Hall exterior and give a report on its structural integrity for $500.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.

3. WAPPINGER CREEK WATERSHED RESOLUTION: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Norton:               RESOLUTION #14 OF 2014 

WAPPINGER CREEK WATERSHED

WHEREAS, water exists in watersheds that extend beyond municipal borders, and Dutchess County’s municipalities are working together to protect water resources, and

WHEREAS, the severe weather events of 2011 and 2012 have illustrated the need for proactive, but green storm water management practices and policies in the Wappinger Creek Watershed and

WHEREAS, the federal government through the Environmental Protection Funds and the New York State (N.Y.S.D.O.S.) Division of Coastal Resources has provided monies to help communities protect the designated water body and revitalize the community and

WHEREAS, the designated Inland Waterways Act (S5408-A) has been introduced in the N.Y.S. Senate by Senator Terry Gipson and into the N.Y.S. Assembly by Assemblywoman Didi Barrett (Bill # A08015) to include the Wappinger Creek in the list of designated waterways.

NOW, therefore be it resolved that the Town of Stanford, as a participant of the Wappinger Creek Watershed Intermunicipal Council, supports the Designated Inland Waterways Act and hopes for the adoption of this bill in the N.Y. State Legislature.  

Motion made by Supervisor Joseph Norton

Second: Councilwoman Johanna Shafer

Roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


Resolution #14 of 2014 adopted by the unanimous affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board members and certified this 8th day of May 2014.

4. RDA TRAINING: Supervisor Norton made a motion, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to be trained as a back-up on the Town’s financial computer software, RDA, as well as having his secretary Meghan O’Connor trained as well.  RDA quoted this online training as costing $1,000.00, which would come out of the Supervisor’s budget line.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.
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5. TAX FREEZE PROPOSAL: Discussion followed regarding the State’s proposed plans for municipal sharing of services and town reimbursements for freezing property taxes for the next two years.  This plan is still evolving.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the April 10th, 2014 Town Board Meeting, the April 21st Special Meeting and the May 5th, 2014 Workshop meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session at 8:28 PM regarding potential litigation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


At 8:43 PM a motion was made to close the Executive Session by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


With no action taken, a motion to adjourn was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk

