TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2013 MEETING


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, September 12th, 2013 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Stern opened the meeting by asking for a moment of silence to reflect on those far away protecting us here at home.

Roll Call: 
Virginia Stern – present




Johanna Shafer – absent




Joseph Norton – present




Thomas Dewhirst – present




Mark D’Agostino - absent

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Nancy Kryzak, Hobbs Lane – spoke of Verizon’s plan to abolish land line service, distributed AARP information on this matter and asked the Board to write a letter of dissatisfaction to Verizon for this plan.

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Dewhirst stated that the ZBA did not have a meeting this month.

Councilman Norton did not have a report.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Stern spoke of the North East Dial-a-Ride service going to Sharon, CT, of the Board’s workshop meeting approval of the CDB grant application for the Rec.’s Splash Pad, that the 3rd annual Farm Day tour would be on Sept. 21st, and Community Day this Saturday, the 14th. 

COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT: Legislator Debra Blalock reported on the following County matters: the purchase of parcels along Noxon Road for safety, the District Attorney’s budget offsets, the Department of Labor’s Workforce Investment Act, amending the budget for Red Hook to join the workers’ comp plan, a refund on a tax bill due to a clerical error, the Sheriff’s overtime by schools and Dutchess Stadium, a labor contract for DCCC, the announcement of the new commissioner of Public Works, the auction of property by the County on Oct. 1st, the extension of sales tax, an agreement for school resource officers in Pine Plains, FAA grants for the county airport, presentations regarding the STAR exemptions and Dutchess One-Stop, and the Walk to Prevent Suicide.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Hwy. Supt. Myers was absent from this meeting but left a written report of what had been done through August and the beginning of September.

Motion to accept the agenda:

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to accept the agenda as presented with the deletion of #3 (engineer…) under Old Business, and add at the end of Old Business, the Building Inspector and Town Clerk’s computers.  Councilman Norton asked to have #4 - Transfer Station procedures removed until the Board could speak with the employees. Supervisor Stern amended her motion to include the deletion, seconded by Councilman Norton.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. NEW TELEPHONE SYSTEM: As this purchase was not in the current year’s budget, a motion to advertise again around the first week of October was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

2. SOLAR PROPOSALS’ UPDATE: Supervisor Stern and Councilman D’Agostino will be discussing these next week and will report back at the October meeting.

3. COMPTROLLER’S ACCESS TO BANK INFORMATION: The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Stern:
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RESOLUTION #48 OF 2013

RESOLUTION GRANTING PERMISSION FOR COMPTROLLER TO ACCESS BANK ACCOUNT INFORMATION FROM THE BANK OF MILLBROOK
WHEREAS, access to bank account information can only be granted to an individual by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford; and 

WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Stanford may need to access information and data from a bank account at the Bank of Millbrook; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1) The Comptroller of the Town of Stanford may contact the Bank of Millbrook to inquire about and receive information concerning a) whether a check has been cashed or cleared by the bank, b) a request for a monthly statement, c) whether a deposit has been received, d) a request for the balance in an account.

2) This resolution applies to the following accounts:

-….562: Haunted House Account

-….573: Risk Retention Account

-….535: CDPHP Account

-….530: Planning Board Escrow Account

-….002: Landfill Transition Reserve Fund

-….359: Investment Funds

-….323: Driveway Fund

-….268: Rec Cap Fund

-….326: Capital Projects Fund

-….018: General Fund

3) This resolution does not extend authorization to the Comptroller to sign checks, to transfer monies or to manipulate monies in any way.

4) This resolution only authorizes the Comptroller to be able to access data and information about the bank accounts listed.

There was no second to this motion and the resolution did not pass.

4. BUILDING INSPECTOR AND TOWN CLERK’S COMPUTERS: Supervisor Stern again presented estimates for the replacement of these computers. After discussion, Councilman Norton will look into other options from another company.  The matter will be discussed again in October.  

NEW BUSINESS:

1. HIGHWAY / REC. – DAN SHEPLEY AS FULL-TIME / PART-TIME EMPLOYEE:

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to approve having Dan Shepley continue for the rest of the year as a full-time part-timer at $14.53 per hour.  

Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

2. APPOINT KATHY ZEYHER AS ZBA MEMBER OF THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst, to appoint Kathy Zeyher to this new committee.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

3. 2013 FARM TOUR: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to approve the 3rd annual Farm Tour on Sept. 21st to visit four local farms, with no charge for the certificate of liability.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

4. CARPENTER HILL ROAD CEMETERIES: The following resolution was offered by Virginia Stern:                         RESOLUTION #49 OF 2013

RESOLUTION TO MAINTAIN UPKEEP OF CEMETERIES THAT ARE OWNED BY THE TOWN OF STANFORD
WHEREAS, there are two cemeteries at 52 Carpenter Hill Road and 228 Carpenter Hill Road that are the property of the Town of Stanford; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has not, to this date, maintained these cemeteries; and
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WHEREAS, Municipal Law 291 states that the Town must remove grass and weeds at least three times in each year, and to erect and maintain suitable fences for any cemetery which “shall have been used by the inhabitants of any town in this state as a cemetery or burial ground for the space of fourteen years”; and

WHEREAS, the cemetery at 52 Carpenter Hill Road dates from 1808 to 1837, a period of 29 years; and
WHEREAS, the cemetery at 228 Carpenter Hill Road dates from 1749 to 1840, a period of 91 years;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT
The Town of Stanford will maintain the cemeteries at 52 Carpenter Hill Road and 228 Carpenter Hill Road in accordance with the Municipal Law of the State of New York.
There was no second to this motion and the resolution did not pass.
5. ACKNOWLEDGE MILLBROOK SCHOOL’S DONATION: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph, to accept the Millbrook School’s gracious donation of $3,500.  Motion carried with a roll call vote a s follows:  Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

6. LETTER TO VERIZON: The Supervisor’s draft of a letter to Verizon regarding their plan to abolish land line service was approved on a motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Thomas Dewhirst. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

7. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS: The following resolutions were offered:

RESOLUTION #50 OF 2013

RESOLUTION TO FUND COSTS FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL CONCERNING OUTSTANDING LIENS, REPAIRS AND PREVAILING WAGE ISSUES FOR THE HIGHWAY GARAGE CAPITAL PROJECT

Motion made by Supervisor Virginia Stern

Seconded by Councilman Joseph Norton


WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford contracted for the construction of a new Highway Garage; and

WHEREAS, there are outstanding liens against a contractor for the Highway Garage construction; and

WHEREAS, the outstanding liens have not been resolved; and

WHEREAS,  the Town Attorney cannot participate in the defense of the Town in this issue because of a conflict of interest; and

WHEREAS,  the Town has engaged the law firm of Drake, Loeb, Heller, Kennedy, Gogerty , Gaba and Rodd, PLLC to represent the Town in this matter; and

WHEREAS, the Town has received 3 (three) bills from the aforementioned law firm:

1) June 12, 2013: $3,970.30

2) July 16, 2013: $1,535.00

3) August 14, 2013: $3,880.00, totaling $9,385.30; and

WHEREAS, funds for this legal matter have not been budgeted in the 2013 Town of Stanford Budget; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that

1) $9,385.30 be transferred from   the Unappropriated Fund Balance to the


 Attorney, Contractual Expenditure line, A1420.4; and

2) $9,385.30 be paid out of line A1420.4 to cover the above mentioned


 expenses.

Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

Resolution #50 of 2013 passed by the affirmative votes of the three Town Board members present and certified this 12th day of September 2013.

          RESOLUTION #51 OF 2013

RESOLUTION TO FUND COSTS FOR ENGINEERING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE SPECIAL COUNSEL CONCERNING THE HIGHWAY GARAGE CAPITAL PROJECT
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WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has engaged a Special Counsel to advise on outstanding issues and costs with the Highway Garage Capital Project; and

WHEREAS, the Special Counsel had requested to consult with the Engineer hired by the Town who oversaw the planning, design and construction of the Highway Garage Capital Project; and

WHEREAS, the Town has received four (4) bills from the engineering firm, Morris Associates 

  

1) April 25, 2013: $ 359.10

  

2) May 22, 2013: $1,193.80

 

3) June 26, 2013: $ 533.40 

  
4) August 25, 2013: $127.00 for correspondence, meetings with the



 Special Counsel, and providing information to the Special



 Counsel totaling $2,213.30; and

WHEREAS, the funds for this legal matter are not budgeted for in the 2013 Town of Stanford Budget;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. $2,213.30 be transferred from the Unappropriated Fund Balance to the


 Law, Contractual Expenditure budget line, A1420.4; and

2. $2,213.30 be paid to Morris Associates out of budget line A1420.4 to cover the above mentioned expenses.

Motion made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Joseph Norton – no; Thomas Dewhirst – no; Mark D’Agostino – abstained.

Resolution #58 of 2013 did not pass.

8. REPORTS FROM THE BOARD OF ETHICS: Councilman Joseph Norton read reports, dated 4/11/13 and 6/10/13, from the Ethics Committee to be entered into the record.  (Copies attached.)  He also read Resolution #29 of 2012.  Mr. Norton then offered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #52 OF 2013

RESOLUTION REGARDING TOWN FUND BALANCE

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford Town Board retains surplus funds in the Town Fund Balance, and


WHEREAS, recent Town Board meetings were devoted to finding ways to “spend down” the surplus, and


WHEREAS, in these hard economic times, it is fiscally prudent to curtail spending and live within the budgetary limits imposed by the Board approved budget for 2013 fiscal year.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that only in the case of emergency should the Town Board exceed established budget limits and 25% of the current Town General Fund balance surplus be encumbered for use in lowering Town taxes.  Said taxes only apply to the Town of Stanford Budget and are not relevant to School, Fire, Lighting District and County taxes.

Roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – no; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

As there was a two to one vote on this resolution with two Board members absent, Resolution #52 did not pass.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton, to adjourn the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session for collective bargaining at 8:35 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

Virginia Stern made a motion at 8:45 PM, seconded by Joseph Norton, to close the Executive Session and go back into the regular meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Virginia Stern – yes; Johanna Shafer – absent; Joseph Norton – yes; Thomas Dewhirst – yes; Mark D’Agostino – absent.

With no action to be taken, a motion to adjourn this meeting was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

                                                             Respectfully submitted, Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk


