TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 13th, 2014 MEETING

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, November 13th, 2014.  Supervisor Joseph Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and asked for a moment of silence for those risking their lives to defend our freedoms.
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Ryan Orton – present




Johanna Shafer – present




Mary Weinberger – present


Also present were Attorney for the Town William Bogle.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Michelle Inzeo, Shelley Hill Road – thanked the Board for passing the budget and reducing our taxes so that she could stay in her house a little longer.
Erin Dewhirst, Jameson Hill Road – acknowledged that the election signs were taken down quickly and that there was no nasty behavior with our local elections.
LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Ryan Orton reported from the prior evening’s ZBA meeting: a variance was approved for Adam Munderback, and that a public hearing for Cooke was scheduled for December.  From the Rec. Commission: the Haunted Fortress had 3 successful weekends and Kelly, Evelyn and all the volunteers were thanked.  Early prep work for next year will start in the spring.  Official numbers will be forthcoming in December.  Community Events as follows: On Sat. 11/15 both the UCC and the Bangall Methodist churches will have holiday bazaars; Creative Crossings art show at the Grange the next two weekends will showcase hooked rugs; the Grange will have a Roast Beef dinner on the 16th; and the Library will have a computer introduction class on Monday morning the 17th and their Thursday afternoon movie series continues.
Councilwoman Shafer stated that she had no report, as did Councilwoman Weinberger.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Norton had nothing further to report other than the Highway Dept. had been cutting brush and getting ready for the winter.
The County Legislator and the Highway Superintendent were not in attendance. 

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to accept the agenda.  Councilwoman Shafer asked to have the letter of interest for the vacant CAC position added on, but the Supervisor asked if the applicant would send a resume.  Supervisor Norton also requested that an Executive Session be added on.  With the Board’s approval for these additions, a roll call vote was taken as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. DRAFT MASTER PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE LETTER: Mr. Norton stated that he was not ready to discuss this and suggested that this be put on the December workshop agenda.  After further discussion, Johanna Shafer made a motion to authorize the Draft Master Plan Review Committee to look for proposals to get the assistance of a planner.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Orton, with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – no; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – no.  Motion did not carry.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REQUEST FOR SALARY CAP AND ELECTRIC INSPECTION SERVICES:  A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to approve the Building Inspector’s request to have his salary capped at $30,000.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.  Another motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to have State Wide Inspections Services added to the list of approved electrical inspectors for Town residents.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.
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2. TAX CERTIORARI RESOLUTION: The following resolution was summarized by Attorney Bogle:                         RESOLUTION #27 OF 2014
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT OF THE TAX CERTIORARI MATTERS FOR 2011, 2012, 2013 AND 2014 TAX ROLLS AS LISTED BELOW, AND RECOMMENDED BY ASSESSOR STEPHAN GOTOVICH

Motion made by: Joseph Norton

Seconded by Johanna Shafer
WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford and the Assessor and the Board of Assessment Review are Respondents in the following matter:

1. In the Matter of the Application of LAKEVIEW PROPERTIES, LLC, Joseph E. St. Onge, Esq., Agent, Petitioner, Index Nos.: 2011/5063, 2012/4655, 2013/4595, and 2014/3286, pending in Dutchess County Supreme Court before the Hon. James V. Brands, JSC;

That the Assessor and the Attorney to the Town have negotiated settlements of the above matters, as set forth below, and set forth in the Consent Judgment presented to the Town, and the same are fair and reasonable to the Town of Stanford, and shall end the litigation and the expenses and costs related the same, and are recommended to be entered into by the Town of Stanford,

NOW, be it RESOLVED, by the TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD that the following matters are hereby settled as follows:

LAKEVIEW PROPERTIES, LLC, Joseph E. St. Onge, Esq., Agent: that the assessed value of the following parcel located in the Town of Stanford, Dutchess County be amended and be reduced as follows:
Parcel 6869-00-630615

15 East Hunns Lake Road, Town of Stanford, Dutchess County

Assessment 
Original
Adjusted
Amount of

Year
Assessment
Assessment
Reduction
2011                            1,197,421                            808,920
                                   388,501

2012                            1,197,421                            825,660                                   371,761

2013                            1,197,421                            806,650                                   390,771

2014                            1,197,421                            825,240                                   372,181

and it is further Resolved:That the officer or officers having the custody of the assessment rolls upon which the above-mentioned assessments and taxes are levied thereon shall correct the said entries in conformity with the above, 

a. That there shall be audited, allowed and paid by the Commissioner of Finance, Dutchess County of all State, County, Judiciary, Refuse, Sewer, Fire, Water, Library and all other ad valorem taxes paid by said Petitioner, its agents or representatives as taxes against the said erroneous assessments in excess of what the taxes should have been if the said assessments had been as determined by this Judgment, with interest unless said refund is paid within 60 days of service of the Order with notice of entry,

b. That there shall be audited, allowed and paid by the Pine Plains School District within which the parcels are located and that the Finance Officer of said School District shall make and pay to Petitioner or its attorney, the amounts, if any, paid by the said Petitioner, its agents or representatives as school taxes in excess of what the taxes should have been if said assessments had been directed by the Judgment, with interest unless said refund is paid within 60 days of service of the Order on School District, with notice of entry, 

c. That petitioner waives any refund from the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance for the 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 assessment rolls relative to the amount, if any, solely of Town taxes, paid by Petitioner as taxes in excess of what the taxes should have been if said assessments had been directed by the Judgment, 

d. That the proceedings are discontinued with prejudice and without costs or disbursements against either party, and
e. That the provisions of Real Property Tax Law § 727 shall apply so that the reduced assessment for the 2014 tax roll shall remain in effect for the 2015, 2016 and 2017 tax rolls.
This resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Attorney to the Town is directed to prepare and file such stipulations and Orders with the Court consistent with this Resolution.

Dated:  November 13, 2014
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The foregoing resolution was moved and seconded, and a vote of the Town Board was taken as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes. 


The foregoing Resolution was thereby adopted by the affirmative vote of the four Town Board members present and certified this 13th day of November, 2014. 

3. MOTION TO APPROVE DISPOSAL OF OLD COMPUTER EQUIPMENT: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to approve the disposal of the old computer equipment, consisting of one monitor, 2 printers and 6 CPUs that are obsolete and have no value.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.  An additional motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to allow any employee that has worked with that equipment to be allowed to purchase it for $1.00.   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion to approve the Minutes of October 6th, October 9th, October 18th, October 25th, October 30th, November 6th and November 10th were approved as written on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


At 7:53 PM a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to close the meeting and go into an Executive Session regarding a personnel matter.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes.


A motion to close the Executive Session at 8:12 PM, with no action taken, and then to adjourn the meeting was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton.  Motion carried with all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell
Town Clerk

