
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 10TH, 2015 MEETING

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their monthly meeting on Thursday, December 10th, 2015.  Supervisor Joseph Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and asked for a moment of silence to remember our soldiers defending us all over the planet and to keep them in our thoughts.
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Mary Weinberger – present



Johanna Shafer – present




Ryan Orton – present




Mark D’Agostino – present

Also present was Attorney for the Town William Bogle.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Jean Knapp, 6101 Rt. 82 – spoke of a problem with an illegal transfer of a dog license.  Ms. Knapp then gave paperwork to the Town Board.
Michael Nicastro, 268 Market Lane – asked about the distance in from of a town road for a culvert pipe repair in a driveway.
LIAISON REPORTS:

Councilman D’Agostino said that the Rec. Commission does not meet in December but had discussed the water filtration system and the use of the Haunted House funds.  Mention was made by Councilwoman Shafer that a procedure / policy list should be implemented in case of a turnover in personnel.

Councilman Ryan Orton did not have any liaison reports but mentioned the following community activities: The Library was hosting an art show through the month of December; the Forever Young Club would be meeting on 12/15 and maybe on 12/29; the Nursery School would be having a penny social on 12/13 at the Grange, and as an aside, today would’ve been his father, Oliver’s 74th birthday.

Councilwoman Shafer stated that she did not have a CAC report.

Councilwoman Mary Weinberger reported that the Planning Board would be meeting on 12/16 due to the holidays.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Norton said that the Highway Dept. was finishing up blacktopping and since the price of salt was lower, they were placing their orders now.
MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA: A motion was made by Joseph Norton to accept the agenda with the following additions: a public hearing for a guest cottages’ zoning change, and a resolution for the County Supervisors regarding the tax cap.  Councilman Orton requested that an announcement for the D.C. Community Action agency be added.  With these additions noted, the motion was seconded by Johanna Shafer.  Roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. DOG ENUMERATION BY MAIL IN TAX BILLS: A motion was made by Johanna Shafer, seconded by Ryan Orton, to include a dog enumeration letter in the Town’s January tax bills, as had been done 5 years ago.  Discussion followed, with Attorney Bogle adding that a local law had been adopted in 2011 to allow inserts in tax bills.  Roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – no; Mary Weinberger – abstained; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – abstained.  The motion did not pass.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. BAS CLOUD: This computer storage suggestion was made by the Town’s IT company.  Supervisor Norton only mentioned this item as a matter of discussion as he thought that is was expensive.  Brief discussion followed.
2. CABLEVISION: As another matter of information, Cablevision would be raising their rates, and the Clerk was asked to put the letter up on the bulletin board.  For residential customers: DVR service will increase by $1.00 but there will be a $5.00 reduction for online and TV service.  The company is also charging a $1.00 increase for a set top box fee.
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3. INSURANCE RENEWALS AND FUTURE NYMIR WORKSHOP: As another informational matter, the Town’s annual insurance policy premiums will only be going up slightly for 2016.  Mention was made that perhaps the Town Board can have a future workshop meeting with NYMIR, the insurance carrier.
4. 2016 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to approve only January 1st as a holiday.  They wanted the rest of the holiday schedule approved when the new Board meets in January.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.
5. 2016 TOWN BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE:  A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to approve only the January 4th, 2016 date for the annual Reorganizational meeting.  They wanted the rest of the Board meeting schedule to be approved by the new Board that will meet then.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – abstained; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

6. HIGHWAY: PERMISSION TO HIRE PART-TIME EMPLOYEE: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the hiring of a part-time Highway employee that would take on some of the smaller snow-plowing areas of Town property, to receive $15 - $17 per hour.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

7. SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR ZONING AMENDMENT ON GUEST COTTAGES: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to set a public hearing for proposed Local Law #1 of 2016, a local law to modify the square footage for guest cottages under the Town’s Zoning Code, on Thursday, January 14th, 2016 at 7:30 PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

8. TAX CAP EMAIL FROM THE TOWN SUPERVISORS: The following was received by email and read by Mr. Norton:
Dear Governor Cuomo,
I would like to thank you for your determination to bring tax relief to the residents of the Empire State and all of its local communities. Among your efforts, perhaps the most impactful has been the Tax Cap. Unfortunately, in the absence of mandate relief and/or increased state and federal aid, and given the reality of stagnated revenue streams, in spite of our ongoing efforts to collaborate and consolidate services where feasible, local governments have begun to experience financial stress, and in some cases distress, in our efforts to comply with the current iteration of the tax cap. Furthermore, it appears that the tax cap is not currently applied in an equitable manner among all governments. 
The results for all too many local communities is that reserve funds are necessarily being drawn down to unhealthy levels, services and employees are being cut, and local officials find themselves having to submit to options that, in the long term, will prove more costly both in terms of service and expenses (e.g., infrastructure).
I would request, therefore, that the current Tax Cap legislation be revisited and amended in such ways as to alleviate what I am certain were its unforeseen negative consequences.
Supervisor Norton was in favor of supporting this initiative for the State to re-visit the tax cap and made a motion to sign the letter and forward it on.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Orton, and after discussion a roll call vote was held:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.  Motion carried.

Town Board Minutes
12/10/15, page 3

9. DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY: Councilman Orton wanted to bring attention to this NED Corps program sponsored by the DC Community Action Agency, headquartered in Dover Plains.  A representative is here at the Town Hall every Friday from 9:30 to 11:30 AM to help residents with many services: food, clothing, rent, heat, etc. as well as financial assistance.
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
          The Minutes of the November 5th Special Meeting  were approved as written on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino , seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

          The Minutes of the November 9th Workshop Meeting were approved with the following additions on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino: “ …and at that point Mr. D’Agostino asked Ms. Dalton, Deputy Town Clerk…” and “clerical hours being grouped together to help facilitate the smooth running of the Town Clerk’s office.”  With these changes noted, the motion was seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.
          The Minutes of the November 12th Board Meeting were approve with the following additions on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton, as follows: page 3, #8, 2nd paragraph: “…the third bullet on the first page since there was no motion made….”  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.
          The Minutes of the December 7th Workshop meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

   
With no other business, a motion to adjourn at 8:08 PM was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Johanna Shafer – yes; Ryan Orton – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes.

Respectfully submitted,

Ritamary Bell
Town Clerk

