
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2016 MEETING
The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, September 8th, 2016.  Supervisor Joseph Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with a salute to the flag.  He then asked for a moment of silence to remember our service personnel in the Mideast keeping us safe, as well as a close friend who died last year leaving behind a six-year old daughter. 
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Mary Weinberger – present



Linda Eurich – absent




Mark D’Agostino – present




Ryan Orton – present
Also present was Acting Attorney for the Town Kyle Van De Water for William F. Bogle, Jr. who was away.
PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2016

A SIX-MONTH MORATORIUM ON SOLAR ENERGY FARMS OR SOLAR ENERGY PANELS IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

As this public hearing was left open from Tuesday night’s public hearing on a solar energy moratorium, the supervisor read two additional letters he had received:  from Patricia Beard, 105 Willowbrook Road, who was opposed to this proposed solar farm as the adjacent property is still very messy.  A second letter was read from Nora and David Wolf on Willowbrook Road who also disagreed with this proposal to install a solar farm as it could easily be seen, and the Town should halt it for more studies.

Renee Perpetua, Market Lane – didn’t understand how the considered property is in a rural residential zone when this is a commercial venture.

Noel Horan, Trestle Lane – mentioned the presence of large panels but in the future they might be smaller.  The Town should wait on this.
With no other comments, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino , to close this public hearing.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #3
TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS FROM SEVEN TO FIVE IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD

As this public hearing was also kept open from Tuesday, and with no other comments heard, a motion to close this public hearing was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING ON REVALUATION PROJECT
Assessor Steve Gotovich gave a brief overview of the current reval project and introduced Debbie Whiten and Lee McEnroe from Equitable Assessments.  Mrs. Whitten described the process from start to finish and answered several residents’ questions.  Assessor thanked the Town Board for their time.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Mel Eiger, Attlebury Hill Road – asked the Board to remove his picture from the main screenshot of the August Board meeting video.

Greg Bull, Cold Spring Road – asked that with the budget coming up, do residents have any input into it.  The supervisor said that there would be a public hearing when the preliminary budget was presented.

REPORTS: 










            Councilman Orton reported that the CAC has met, has reorganized with a new member and chosen a new chair, Anne Bernstein, and that they were due to meet again on 9/21 at 6pm.  The Forever Young Club has an upcoming meeting on the 20th and a Lake George trip on the 22nd.  The Library has a pruning workshop on Sept. 10th.  Then Mr. Orton went over the various activities scheduled for Community Day on Sept. 17th. 
Councilman D’Agostino stated that the Haunted Fortress was in need of volunteers for the upcoming season.
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Councilwoman Weinberger had no report.
Supervisor Norton stated that since the old shed was gone on the rear of the Town Hall, he also had old electrical wires removed from the area as well.  He also complimented his secretary on obtaining eight free file cabinets and 2 bookshelves from the County. 
MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to accept the agenda with Mr. D’Agostino asking that a #7 be added, the Recreation secretary.  With this addition noted, a roll call vote was held:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. BENTLEY LANE: As this Town road, Bentley, had never been formally abandoned to the best of his knowledge, the supervisor made a motion to let the property owner and the Planning Board know, seconded by Ryan Orton.  Roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.  Motion carried.

2. EMERGENCY GENERATOR FOR HIGHWAY GARAGE: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to advertise for a bid to install another generator at the Highway Garage that could open the doors and operate the truck lift in case of a power failure.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

3. COURT AUDIT:  The following resolution was read by the supervisor:
RESOLUTION #9A OF 2016

A RESOLUTION TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE COMPLETION OF THE AUDIT

FOR THE TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN JUSTICES

WHEREAS, the State of New York Unified Court System requires that all town and village justices provide their court records and dockets to their respective Town Boards through Section 2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act, and

WHEREAS, such records must then be examined or audited and that fact be entered into the Minutes of the Town’s proceedings, and

WHEREAS, the Unified Court System’s Action Plan for the Justice Courts, announced in November 2006, includes initiatives to improve accountability and controls over Justice Court finances and records, as well as increased monitoring of town and village boards’ compliance with Section 2019-A;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford Town Board is acknowledging that the required audit has been completed for 2015 for Town of Stanford Justice Dennis Smith and Town of Stanford Justice Frank Weber, Jr., and is forwarding said audits to the Director of Internal Audit of the NYS Office of Court Administration.

On this 8th day of September 2016, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, and seconded by Ryan Orton.

Roll Call Vote as follows:
Joseph Norton – yes





Mary Weinberger – yes





Linda Eurich  - absent





Ryan Orton – yes





Mark D’Agostino – yes

Adopted and certified this 8th day of September 2016.
4. SIGNS: A proposal for new Town of Stanford signs that would be replacing old worn ones at the Town’s boundaries would be pursued by Councilwoman Eurich on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

5. ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF CAC SECRETARY: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to accept Mollie McMurray’s resignation as CAC secretary with regret, and to advertise for a new secretary.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.
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6. ACCEPT RECREATION RESIGNATIONS: The resignations of Kelly Nielsen, Rec. Director, Evelyn Seipp, Rec. Commission chair and Mary Dalton, Rec. secretary were all accepted with regret on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, and to advertise for replacements.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

7. APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM RECREATION DIRECTOR: A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton, to appoint Dani Seipp as the Interim Recreation Director and to appoint Meg Hurley as the Interim Recreation Secretary.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

8. D.C. DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE – CITIZEN PREPAREDNESS TRAINING: After brief discussion, it was agreed that the Town would host this 3-hour session from 6 – 9 PM for up to 50 people on Wednesday, October 26th at the Town Hall.  The Grange might be able to provide refreshments and will advertise the event both at Community Day and at their Candidates Night.

9. HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL: Mention was made by the supervisor that a Hazardous Waste Disposal day for schools, governmental agencies and small businesses will be held on Friday, October 28th at the County’s Resource Recovery Agency on Sand Dock Road, Poughkeepsie.  Pre-registration is required by Oct. 7th.
10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the July 14th and August 11th meeting were to be amended as follows on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton:
July 14, 2016: 

· Page 1 Privilege of the floor: Mrs. Shafer mentioned the only newspaper that the town has is eye on Stanford. “Councilman D’Agostino responded it is not a town newspaper. Mrs. Shafer then corrected herself and said it is a newspaper about the town. Mrs. Guilhoully added it is written by someone named Rob Baumstone
· Page 2 New Business - #1 Town Clerk Audit: The letter from the auditor only was requested to be included in the minutes. The letter should be included verbatim and in the same size, type and font as all the other minutes are worded. 
August 11, 2016 Minutes:  
· Page 1 Reports:  Councilman D’Agostino - The Town Board received a FOIL request from Greg Bull regarding documents on the pond and water quality and how the rec dept operates…

· “The Town Board received a FOIL request from Greg Bull regarding documents on the pond and water quality and how the rec dept operates. Mr Greg Bull and a Mr. Rob Baumstone had written a newsletter criticizing the rec and how it had operated. I remind Mr Greg Bull and Mr. Rob Baumstone the committee is made up of volunteers who want and try to do the best they can for the town and its residents and don’t deserve your criticism. Let me read some of the responses I received to your criticism of the rec in your newsletter:

· 1. Mr Bulls newsletter shows a picture of children drinking from a water fountain. If Mr. Bull ever visited the rec, he would know there is no drinking fountain nor is there any drinking water at the rec. Shame on you Mr. Bull. 

· 2.Everyone knows there is no drinking water at the rec facility, Mr. Bulls article simply puts the rec in a bad light as was his intent 

· 3. The rec committee should send a letter to former councilwoman Johanna Shafer we are disappointed in her complacency allowing Mr. Bull to write such a misleading article about the rec in her newsletter

· 4. For Mr. Bull to compare our rec facility water to the crises in Flint Michigan is laughable if not sad, why is Mr. Bull picking on the rec?
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· Page 3, #2Planning Board secretary position - A motion was then made by Mark D’Agostino seconded by Linda Eurich  “with input from all 4 involved in the interview process” to approve…

· Page 3, #3 Planning BOARD - Councilman Orton mentioned that there were some people interested in serving on the planning board but the supervisor replied that “if they resigned or did not attend” then they would…

· Page 5 #8 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 3RD what was discussed is “Mrs. Shafer mentioned the only newspaper that the town has is eye on Stanford. Councilman D’Agostino responded it is not a town newspaper. Mrs. Shafer then corrected herself and said it is a newspaper about the town. Mrs. Guilhoully added it is written by someone named Rob Baumstone.

· Page 5 #10 Executive Session - After the voting and Ryan Ortons comments that he wants this matter ended and have the report to prove that nothing was done wrong. Mr. D’Agostino said “we all want that”

· Going back into the regular meeting, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino. “all materials regarding the audit report of the town clerk and a lot of documents some of which have been brought into public demand and some have not be forwarded to the state comptroller’s office for an investigation and let the matter proceed out of our hands.” 

Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – no.

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session at 9:23 PM.  The motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.  

The Board exited their Executive Session at 10:13 PM on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes. 

Going back into the regular meeting, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, regarding an appeal from a citizen to the supervisor’s denial of a recent FOIL request for documents sent to the State Comptroller’s Office.  The individual wants the Town Board to give him the requested documents.  The Town Board denies the request and asks the supervisor to prepare an appropriate response within the time allocated and affirms the prior reason for the decision to deny the records.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – abstained.
The Board then adjourned their meeting at 10:15 PM on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

_________________________________
Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

