
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING
NOVEMBER 10TH, 2016

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for the regularly scheduled monthly meeting and two Public Hearing on Thursday, November 10th, 2016.  Supervisor Joseph Norton called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with a salute to the flag.  He then asked for a moment of silence to remember our troops overseas, adding that there were major events going on in Iraq, and to remember a friend that had died a year ago from war wounds.
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Mary Weinberger – present



Linda Eurich – present




Mark D’Agostino – present




Ryan Orton – present
Also present was Attorney for the Town William Bogle Jr.
                        PUBLIC HEARING – 2017 PRELIMINARY BUDGET
This Public Hearing had been opened on Monday, November 7th and been left open to accept any further comments.  With none forthcoming, a motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to close the Public Hearing on the Preliminary Budget for 2017.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

PUBLIC HEARING – ABANDONMENT OF MILL LANE
A Public Hearing was opened on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to solicit comments on the Town’s plan to abandon Mill Lane.

Johanna Shafer, Decker Road – asked if the road would be turned over to a resident.  The supervisor replied that one of the primary owners on Mill Lane, Bruce Lisman, would be taking over the road and the bridge.  All of the property owners have been notified, and the Fire Company and the Highway Superintended have been consulted, and added that there has to be a legal egress for O’Macdon Lane.  Mr. Lisman will also have walking and biking access.

Mrs. Shafer – asked if he would repair the bridge.  The supervisor again responded that he was planning on erecting a Vermont style bridge and will take down the old one.
Attorney for the Town Bill Bogle added that a quit claim deed will be done to reduce liability and will require easements for the walking and biking paths.

Mrs. Shafer – asked if both parties (Town/Lisman) will sign, and would it be an irrevocable agreement.

Mr. Bogle – the Town quit claims the rights to the resident(s) and the easement agreement must include maintenance of the property as long as Mr. Lisman owns it, and if he no longer owns it, the other landowners will take over.  Shawn Pratt, present, is Mr. Lisman’s attorney. The other property owners will have direct access with rights to go in and out, and will be in the easement language as well.

Mrs. Shafer – thought it was a great idea and glad it had been worked out.

Mr. Bogle – it had been reviewed by both the Fire Company and the Highway Supt. and would be in the best interest of all involved.

Greg Bull, Cold Spring Road – would the property be taken off the tax roll?
Mr. Bogle -= that would be up to the Assessor.  A small amount of raw land does not add that much more value to a property and would not have a major effect on the Lisman property value.

Supervisor Norton – added that to replace that bridge would cost the Town $300,000 to take down and $1 million to replace it.

Councilwoman Eurich – could be avoiding a lawsuit and it was a win/win situation.

Mr. Bull – who would pay to have the bridge taken down, with the supervisor responding that it would be the owner, Mr. Lisman.

A motion was then made to close the Public Hearing by Joseph Norton, seconded by Linda Eurich.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Jesse Cutaia, Hudson Solar – asked the Board questions for a client that was considering doing a solar array and how the moratorium would affect this project.  Discussion followed with Mr. Cutaia offering his help in drafting a law as he had already worked with the Town of Clermont.
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REPORTS:

LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Orton welcomed students from the high school’s Government Class.  He also reported the following community events: Holiday bazaars at the UCC and the Bangall Methodist Church on 11/12; The Grange’s roast beef donner on the 13th; the Forever Young Club would meet on the 5th and the 19th at 1pm at the Town Hall but did not have any more trips scheduled for the year; and the Holiday of Lights Parade and Party would be on Dec. 3rd at 6pm.

Councilman D’Agostino congratulated the Recreation Commission members on another successful Haunted Fortress season.
Councilwoman Eurich stated that the ZBA had been cancelled for this week and would meet next week on the 16th.


Councilwoman Weinberger reported that the Planning Board continued their pre-application conference for a 3-acre flag lot at Bloodstock Farm, including review of the wetlands in the area, and that a requested lot line adjustment had been approved.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: He reported that through a County & Federal emergency program, the Town had an emergency preparedness program here at the Town Hall at the end of last month.  If there was an emergency the County may not be able to get out here quick enough and we’d have to rely on ourselves.  The handouts were excellent, food, flashlights, water purification tablets, etc.  Mr. Norton added that regarding the solar issue, roof mounted panels can still be done.

NORTHEAST COMMUNITY CENTER DIRECTOR: Jenny Hansell would arrive later in the meeting.

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA: A motion was made by Joe Norton to accept the agenda.  Mark D’Agostino asked that an ad for the Rec. Commission members be re-advertised in the Hudson Valley News.  The supervisor also made mention of doing an ad for proposals to have electronic waste taken in at the Transfer Station.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

A motion was made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton, to re-advertise for all four open positions again: a Rec. secretary, a CAC secretary, a Rec. Commission member and a Rec. Director.  The ad will be placed in the Hudson Valley News and the Northern Dutchess News and Mary and Rita will work on it together.   Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.


A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to advertise for proposals for the collection and removal of electronic waste at the Town Transfer Station.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. APPROVE BUDGET: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to approve the Preliminary Budget to the Final Budget that carries an 8 ½% decrease in Town taxes.  The supervisor stated that the Board figured how to lower the taxes, that with all of the foreclosures, it would help the Town’s economy and be beneficial to all.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

OTHER: The Supervisor and Board discussed the fees for the Transfer Station.  It was agreed that the prices will be changed, that there will be no more “free dump day” and that the Transfer Station will close at 1pm on Saturdays.  This will be discussed further at the December meeting, but a motion was made by Joe Norton, seconded by Ryan Orton, to have the public made known of the 1pm Saturday closing times to start in January.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.
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NORTHEAST COMMUNITY CENTER DIRECTOR JENNY HANSELL: Ms. Hansell arrived and gave the Board an update on the Dial-A-Ride Program and of the increase in the last 2 years of their 4th year program.  She also thanked the Board for its continued support of the program.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The October Minutes were approved as follows:

· October 27th – include the salaries of the elected officials.  Motion to include this change made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – abstained.

· October 24th and October 18th – approved as written on a motion made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

· October 13th – under “Privilege of the Floor” add Therese Fallon’s comment that “…it cost the Grange $4000 to put on Community Day.”  Motion to include this change made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – abstained.

· October 10th – amend the Minutes to read “Councilman D’Agostino went over the changes to the July 14th and August 11th Minutes…”  Motion to include this change made by Mark D’Agostino, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – abstained.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session at 8:40pm regarding litigation.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

The Board exited their Executive Session at 9pm on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Ryan Orton – yes.

With no action taken, a motion to adjourn was then made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.

_________________________________

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk


