
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING / WORKSHOP MINUTES

NOVEMBER 5th, 2018
The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for a Special Meeting, Budget Public Hearing and a Workshop on Monday, November 5th, 2018.  Supervisor Norton called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Mary Weinberger – present




Linda Eurich – present




Mark D’Agostino – present



Paul Coughlin – absent

                                       PUBLIC HEARING: 2019 PRELIMINARY BUDGET
          A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to open the scheduled Public Hearing on the 2019 Preliminary Budget.  He then asked if anyone had any comments for the Board.
James Biber, Creamery Road – asked what the abbreviations P.S., Cap. And C.E. meant in the budget, adding that in the copy of the Preliminary Budget, the actual YTD totals said 2015.  He also asked if the full year of 2017 actuals were in the budget.
Wendy Burton, Hunns Lake Road – asked about the last audit report’s unexpended fund balance, how much money goes back into the revenue stream, how often is the audit done, was the 4.83% decrease covered by using unexpended fund balance, and had concerns about the estimated income at the end of the budget being higher than the departments anticipated.
Mr. Biber – asked what franchise fees were and the sales tax projection.

Michele Inzeo, Shelley Hill Road – asked if residents could expect to see an increase in taxes with discussion following regarding mostly school tax rather than Town and County taxes.

Divo Martini, Shelley Hill Road – thanked the Town Board for their fiscal management as Stanford has the lowest taxes in the county.
Mr. Biber – stated that his school taxes are ten times higher than his town taxes.

Ms. Inzeo – asked about what the Board anticipated for school taxes. (No input, said the supervisor.)

Mr. Biber – asked about the Library line item and the Highway Fund.

Carola Friedman, St. Bernard Way – commended the Board on their fiscal responsibility and asked if the tax cut brought a diminution of services.


With no other comments, a motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to change the Library’s budget line from $142,502 to $142,000, as three years ago the County assessed the Town additional tax fees and the Library owed the Town $500.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

Joseph Norton made a motion to adopt the Preliminary Budget as the 2019 Final Adopted budget with the above noted change, seconded by Mark D’Agostino.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to give all hourly employees a 2% raise,  effective January 1st, 2019, except for the elected officials and the Highway personnel (in negotiations with the Union),  and this 2% increase will come out of the $20,000-$25,000 budgeted in the Contingency line, 00-01-1990-40.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

Joseph Norton then made a motion to close the Special Meeting, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – yes; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

The Town Board then went over items on their agenda for the Thursday, November 8th meeting: 

A penalty roll back tax site visits/titles searches, appoint a Mr. McDonald as an attorney for the Assessor’s office as needed, a donated refrigerator, the annual Highway materials bids, approval of the October Minutes and the Sutherland Cemetery. 
_______________________________

Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

