
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
DECEMBER 23rd, 2019
The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for a Special Meeting on Monday, December 23rd, 2019.  Supervisor Joseph Norton called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and asked for a moment of silence to remember our troops overseas and for those who can’t be home, as well as for his friend Antonia Gilbert, killed as a result of war and buried in Rhinebeck.
Roll Call:
Joseph Norton – present




Mary Weinberger – present



Linda Eurich – absent



Mark D’Agostino – present




Paul Coughlin – present

Also present was Attorney Allan Rappleyea.

MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA: A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to accept the agenda.  Roll call vote:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.  Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

SEQR DECLARATION FOR THE E.L.P. STANFORD SOLAR PROJECT: The supervisor read Part 2 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form that identified any potential impacts on the land, with all negative impacts except for #7, a small to no impact on plants and animals.  He then read Part 3, the Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts and Determination of Significance. A motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to declare ELP Stanford Solar as an unlisted action with no significant environmental impact.  The following resolution was read by Mr. Norton:

RESOLUTION #12B OF 2019

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD AS LEAD AGENCY AND DETERMINING THAT ELP STANFORD SOLAR LLC’S Solar Panel Installation PROJECT IS AN UNLISTED ACTION AND WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
WHEREAS, ELP Stanford Solar LLC is proposing the Solar Panel Installation Project (Project) located in the Town of Stanford (Town), Dutchess County, New York; and
WHEREAS, the Project has been classified as an “Unlisted Action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) in 6 NYCRR Part 617.4; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has declared itself as “lead agency” (as this quoted term is defined in the Regulations) for the uncoordinated review under SEQRA of the Project; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Regulations, the Town Board has considered the significance of the potential environmental impacts of the Project by (a) using the criteria specified in Section 617.7 of the Regulations, and (b) examining the FEAF for the Project, including the facts and conclusions in Parts 1, 2, and 3 of the FEAF, together with other available supporting information, to identify the relevant areas of environmental concern, and 

(c) thoroughly analyzing the areas of relevant environmental concern.
            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Town Board hereby establishes itself as lead agency for the Project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based upon an examination of the FEAF and other available supporting information, and considering both the magnitude and importance of each relevant area of environmental concern, and based further upon the Town Board’s knowledge of the area surrounding the Project and such further investigations of the Project and its potential environmental impact as the town Board has deemed appropriate, the Town Board makes the following findings and determinations:  the Project constitutes an “Unlisted action” (as the quoted term is defined in the Regulations); and no significant adverse environmental impacts are noted in the FEAF for the Project and none are known to the Town Board.  Therefore, the Town Board hereby determines that the Project will not have a significant adverse environmental impact and will not require the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement with respect to the Project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a consequence of such determination and in compliance with the requirements of SEQRA and the Regulations, the Town Board directs the Town Supervisor to prepare a Negative Declaration in accordance with 6 NYCRR § 617.12; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board directs the Town Supervisor to place a copy of the Negative Declaration into the Project’s file at the Town Hall in accordance with the Regulations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and upon roll call, the vote was as follows:




Joseph Norton, Supervisor
Yes 

Mary Weinberger 

Yes
 
Linda Eurich


Absent     
Mark D’Agostino

Yes
 
Paul Coughlin


Yes
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

Dated: December 23, 2019

I hereby certify that this resolution was adopted on December 23, 2019 and is recorded in the Meeting Minutes of the Town of Stanford Town Board.       Ritamary Bell_ Town Clerk

NEW BUSINESS:
E.L.P. STANFORD SOLAR LLC SPECIAL USE PERMIT: After discussion with Wendy DeWolf, acting as representative for the applicant, ELP Stanford Solar, and the Board members and Attorney Allan Rappleyea, the following resolution was offered:
TOWN OF STANFORD

RESOLUTION #12C of 2019

Resolution Approving a Special Use Permit for ELP Stanford Solar LLC


WHEREAS, on or about July 11, 2019, ELP Stanford Solar LLC (the “Applicant”) submitted an application to the Town Board for the installation of a large-scale solar energy system on property located at 6060 Route 82 and identified as Tax Map Parcel Number 135200-6768-00-145032-0000 (“the Project Site”); and
WHEREAS, under Section 80 of Town Code, the proposed solar array (“the Project”) is classified as a “large-scale solar energy system” which is a permitted use on the Project Site through the issuance of a Special Use Permit by the Town Board within the RC District or on Town-owned land, subject to compliance with the approval standards for large-scale solar energy systems set forth in Section 80-6 of the Town Code; and

WHEREAS, on or about July 11, 2019, the Town Board made and approved a motion to refer the project to the Planning Board for their full Site Plan Review; and

WHEREAS, the documents submitted by the Applicant as part of is review by the Planning Board and provided to the Town Board included among other things, (1) a Site Plan Application; (2) a proposed site plan set; (3) Part 1 of a Full Environmental Assessment Form (“FEAF”); (4) an authorization letter from the landowner; (5) equipment specification sheets for major equipment, as required in Section 80-6 (B)(3); (6) a Property Operation & Maintenance Plan, as required in Section 80-6 (B)(4); (7) a Decommissioning Plan, as required in Section 80-6 (B)(5); (8) an area map; (9) Information on Solar Basics from NYSERDA; and (10) other relevant documents (the “Application”); and 

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2019 and November 20, 2019 the Planning Board held a public hearing on the Application as required by the Stanford Town Code and the NYS Town Law in which all interested persons were given the opportunity to submit oral or written comment. The public hearing was closed on November 20, 2019; and
WHEREAS, on December 18, 2019 the Planning Board as the lead agency for its Site Plan Review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) adopted a Negative Declaration on the Application concluding that the Project will not create any potentially significant adverse environmental impacts; and  
WHEREAS, on December 18, 2019 the Planning Board determined that the Project will comply with the applicable Site Plan criteria as set forth in Section 80-6 of the Town Code, as well as the other requirements of the Town Code; and 
WHEREAS, on December 18, 2019 the Planning Board referred the Applicant back to the Town Board with a recommendation that the Town Board approve the Applicant’s Special Use Permit with certain conditions; and
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WHEREAS, on December 23, 2019 the Town Board as the lead agency for its Special Use Permit approval under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) adopted a Negative Declaration on the Application concluding that the Project will not create any potentially significant adverse environmental impacts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 80 of the Town Code, the Town Board hereby approves a Special Use Permit for the installation of a large-scale solar energy system on property located at 6060 Route 82 and identified as Tax Map Parcel Number 135200-6768-00-145032-0000. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 80 of the Town Code, the Town Board, following the recommendations of the Planning Board, imposes the following conditions on the Special Use Permit approval granted by this resolution:
1. The Applicant agrees to give priority to residents of the Town of Stanford as community solar subscribers to the Project through March 30, 2020, and the Applicant shall make best effort to notify all residents.
2. The Applicant shall provide a financial security to the Town, in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan, submitted with this application, and annexed to their resolution in the form of a cash deposit in the sum of $90,429.00.
3. The Applicant shall use best practices during construction to protect wetland habitats on the Project Site. 

4.   The cash deposit referred to in ¶2 above shall be fully made prior to operation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as required by the NYS Town Law, the Town Board shall file a copy of this approval in the Town of Stanford Town Clerk’s office within 5 days after this resolution has been adopted and shall also send a copy of this resolution to the Applicant and the Town of Stanford Code Enforcement Officer; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to accept and sign the Decommissioning Plan submitted with this application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall file a copy of this Decommissioning Plan in the Town of Stanford Town Clerk’s office within 5 days after this resolution has been adopted and shall also send a copy of this Decommissioning Plan to the Applicant and the Town of Stanford Code Enforcement Officer; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
Moved by:      Supervisor Joseph Norton

Seconded by:     Councilman Paul Coughlin
The foregoing resolution was voted upon with all members of the Town Board voting as follows:

Joseph Norton, Supervisor
Yes
      
 

Mary Weinberger 

Yes
      
 
Linda Eurich


Absent     
Mark D’Agostino

Yes

 
Paul Coughlin


Yes

 
Dated: December 23, 2019

Town of Stanford New York
Joseph Norton   Joseph Norton, Town of Stanford Supervisor

Another motion was made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to authorize the Supervisor to sign any additional financial documents concerning this project as they may come up.  Motion carried with a roll call vote:  Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.  
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the December 12th Meeting were approved with changes as follows on a motion made by Joseph Norton, seconded by Paul Coughlin:

· Added on by Board motion 12/23/19:Mr. Norton wanted it added that he had asked Mrs. Weinberger why she couldn’t do the transition, she’d been on the Board for 6 years. Also added that he got the feeling that he was being set up as a mechanism for failures, even though he didn’t envision any. 
 Mr. D’Agostino added that he was surprised that we are including emails between Town Board members and the public, first time seen in his ten years.  He asked Mrs. Weinberger who was a witness for the plaintiff Meghan O’Connor who filed a suit against the Town Board, why don’t 
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you release your emails between you and Meghan?  He asked if there was a problem with this? Mrs. Weinberger stated that she was not a witness, the question was irrelevant, and that she didn’t have any emails.  Mr. D’Agostino: he saw one when you were meeting Meghan at the Highway Dept., and are you sure there are no more emails? Mrs. Weinberger: yes, when she was still working here. Mr. D’Agostino: so will you release the emails between you and Meghan? Let the Clerk’s Minutes reflect that Mrs. Weinberger did not answer the question, and wants his comments included verbatim.

Motion on the 12/12/19 Minutes with changes carried with a roll call vote: Joseph Norton – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Linda Eurich – absent; Mark D’Agostino – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:
Frank Pepe, Fancor Road – read a letter from Wendy Burton who could not attend this meeting.  Mrs. Burton was concerned that enough money would be put aside in the event that the ELP Stanford Solar project either abandons or sells the property as the materials used currently for solar panels are hold to dispose of.  She also spoke of the current administration’s unwillingness to make a smooth transition for her and her Board members.
Greg Williams, CAC spokesman – read several points of concern that the CAC had regarding the Solar project: 1. Bond or security, 2. Solar panels, 3. Decommissioning, 4. Public green space, 5. Ground cover species selection, and 6.provisions for fauna.  They also asked the Board that, in the future, their area of expertise be requested earlier on for the study of some future project.
Divo Martini, Shelley Hill Road – expressed his gratitude to the Board for passing this project, as solar is the way to go, and commended the Board for their fiscal responsibility for steering the Town if the right direction.  Mr. Norton added that silicon, the building blocks of solar panels, is a pure element and does not impact the environment.  Half-acre density housing would be much worse as it is near the largest aquifer in the area.
With no other business, Paul Coughlin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58pm, seconded by Joseph Norton.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.

_________________________________

Ritamary Bell

Town Clerk

