
TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 27th, 2020
The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for a Special Meeting on Thursday, February 27th, 2020. Supervisor Wendy Burton called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with a salute to the flag, led by Grange Member Aidan Slominski.

Roll call: 
Wendy Burton – present



Margaret Fallon - present

Mary Weinberger – present



Frank Pepe – present



Paul Coughlin - absent

Supervisor Burton stated that at this meeting, the Town Board was honoring Town Clerk Ritamary Bell.  Former Deputy Clerk Mary Dalton read a nice statement about Rita and her 38 years working for the Town.

Supervisor Burton announced the rules for Town Board meetings for 2020 as follows:  
Fire Code:
The Fire Code must be adhered to at all times.  The number of persons allowed is posted in each room.

Public Forum: During these times, attendees may address the Board on any items of interest pertaining to municipal affairs.
1. The Chair will recognize each attendee who wishes to speak.  Please give your name and address which the Clerk will record.  Individual presentations should last no longer than two minutes as there will be a second Public Forum at the end of each Town Board meeting.
2. Speakers shall address all comments to the Board and not to other members of the public.

3. One person shall speak at a time, including the Board itself.  There will no “side discussions” as they interfere with the public and the Board’s ability to hear the speaker.

4. During Public Comments, each person may speak once.  There will be no “donation” or aggregation of time from others.

Order: The Chair has the authority to keep order and impose reasonable restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of the meeting.

Any continuing unruly behavior by a person or persons, or refusing to come to order, will be asked to leave the room.  Upon failure to do so, those person(s) are subject to removal.  The meeting will be stopped until order is restored.

These Town Board Meeting Rules shall be posted in the Town Board Room.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Greg Bull, Cold Spring Road – spoke of the lights being off in the rear parking lot.  The Clerk will look into getting these fixed.
Joe Kiernan, 122 Hunns Lake Road – a red Ford had left their lights on.

Mark D’Agostino, Ernest Road – there were more questions than answers from the last meeting.  Requested to be on a panel to decide what happens with the taxes, and was pleased to vote on the 60% tax decrease, spoke of the Town’s bank balances, encumbered and unencumbered funds, prior CPA report that suggested the fund balance be reduced and asked to have a report of the monthly bank statements.
Henry Boehringer, 38 Thompson Lane – corrected Mr. D’Agostino, and if depleting the fund balance was such a good idea, it should’ve been done years ago.
Mark Lagus, 45 Hunns Lake Road – read a letter to the Board that covered the matters of public trust and truth regarding the 60% tax reduction after the election, asked that they look into any violations of the penal code statutes by former Board members, and was in favor of restoring the 11% tax cut.
LIAISON REPORTS: Councilman Pepe reported that the ZBA had approved Dr. Angell’s application for a vet practice in the Village Centre but he will first buy the building and start off with office space.

Councilwoman Weinberger stated that the Rec. will be hiring their staff shortly and will advertise for the open positions.

Councilwoman Fallon stated that Fire Safety Board will revamping their disaster preparedness plans, and that the Conservation Advisory Commission had many events planned including a cleanup of the Whitlock preserve,  a roadside clean-up in April or May in coordination with other town groups and a program with funding available to plant trees or shrubs.
Supervisor Burton stated that the Planning Board approved a minor subdivision for the Sisters of Charity, that the Millbrook School was working on a 10-year master plan for their campus which
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includes the removal of an old barn and construction of a new one, and that an application by Justin Holden was presented for a small engine repair shop by the barber shop in Stanford Plaza.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Ms. Burton reported that she would be meeting with the Grange and the Lions Club about a community garden at the Stanford Preserve.  She also read part of a letter from auditor Ted Eglit about fund balances for municipalities, but did not say that taxes should not be raised but rather put funds into a capitals project account.  She added that the rumor of a “sidewalk to nowhere” was definitely not planned by this Board.
CENSUS PRESENTATION: John Penney from the County to give an overview of the upcoming census: its importance for political apportionment and local funding, that forms will be going out in mid-March through late April (no P.O. box mailings) but online responses are readily available at the County’s website, local workers will be needed at $23 per hr. to go out in the field for those who have not responded, and discussed privacy issues – all confidential.
APPROVE BOOKS OF THE TOWN JUSTICES: Town Justice Smith’s books were presented to the Board by Court Clerk Carolyn Harklerode, and those of Town Justice Weber were presented by Court Clerk Patty Koch.  After the Board reviewed all of their paperwork, a motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to approve the books of Dennis Smith and Frank T. Weber as presented, to the best of their knowledge.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEMBER AND APPOINT NEW MEMBER: The resignation of Sally Wing from the B.A.R. was accepted with regret by the Board, and new member Steve Bruman will replace her for a five-year term.  .  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

2. APPROVE VIDEO VENTURES CONTRACT: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to approve a 2-year contract with Video Ventures for recording the Board meetings at $300 per meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
3. DOGS IN TOWN HALL: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Frank Pepe, to allow leashed dogs again in the Town Hall.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
4. TOWN BOARD MEETING RULES: As read by Supervisor Burton at the beginning of the meeting, a motion to approve the updated Town Board Meeting rules was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger.   Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

5. ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF PLANNING BOARD MEMBER AND APPOINT NEW MEMBER: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Frank Pepe to accept, with regret, the resignation of longtime Planning Board member and current acting chair John Royall and appoint the Planning Board’s recommendation of Pat Hancock to the Board. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

6. APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE HIGHWAY UNION: The Highway Union had been working over a year without a contract but after Supervisor Burton and Councilman Pepe met with them, an agreement had been reached with the UPSEU regarding wages for the next four years.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
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7. VETERANS OUTREACH COMMITTEE: Supervisor Burton made a motion, seconded by Frank Pepe, to form a Veterans Outreach Committee to better unite and serve our community.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.  Another motion was made by Ms. Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to have Vincent Ferris be the Chair of this committee.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

8. RESOLUTION TO DRAFT A TOWN LAW CONCERNING A RESTORATIVE TAX LEVY: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Burton:

TOWN OF STANFORD

RESOLUTION #2B of 2020
 TO COMMISSION THE WRITING OF A TOWN LAW FOR A RESTORATIVE TAX LEVY

Motion made by: Wendy Burton

Seconded by: Mary Weinberger
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford finds it likely that the Town of Stanford will need to file a Restorative Tax Levy to supplement the Unauthorized Tax Levy that was submitted to the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that the process of a Restorative Levy involves steps which are time consuming including the writing of the Town Law, the holding of a Public Hearing, the approval of the New York State Secretary of State, and the approval of the Dutchess County Legislature, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board would like to set this process in motion in order to avoid a prohibitive tax increase for Fiscal 2021,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board commissions the Town Attorney, Robert Butts, to write a Town Law utilizing County Law 227, Paragraph 1, Clause b

so we are prepared to move forward if deemed necessary.

Roll call vote as follows:

Wendy Burton -yes, Margaret Fallon-yes, Mary Weinberger-yes, Frank Pepe-yes, 

Paul Coughlin-absent
Resolution #2B of 2020 adopted by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 27th day of February 2020.


Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
9. APPOINT NEW MEMBER TO THE COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to appoint Curtis Moore as the 5th member of the Community Event Committee.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

OTHER:

BASEMENT ACCESS: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to have a locked access door to the basement utility room, as suggested by the County Health Department.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

DOG WASTE AT THE RECREATION PARK: A motion was made by Mary Weinberger to look into solutions for complaints about dog waste at the Recreation area, seconded by Wendy Burton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORTS: Supervisor Burton said that these will be done on a monthly basis, and will be refined as time goes on, but will have all of these available to anyone who wants to view them: Balance report of almost 2 dozen accounts, opening and closing balances of each; anticipated revenue summary and expenditures  of every line in the General Fund but a negative number could not be entered into our computer system; a summation of the bank reconciliation has been completed from the last 6 months of 2019 and everything balances
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through January 2020.  A summation was done on the chalkboard for those present.  A resolution was offered by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, as follows:
2020 Budget Resolution #2C of 2020

General Fund

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2020 General Fund Budget line items which will exceed the amount  available in certain budget lines, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other lines and needs to transfer such funds to provide for expenditures,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to budget lines listed below for the 2020 General Fund:

APPROPRIATIONS:



ACCOUNT
DESCRIPTION
PURPOSE

$INCREASE

-DECREASE


A 1010 1
Council Salaries
One declination



-$5,750

A 1110
 1
Court Salaries

Addl office help
+$3,744

A 1330 1
Tax Collect Salary
Salary Correction



-$482

A 1340 1
Budget Officer Sal
Declination/part



-$3,744

A 1410 1
Town Clerk Deputy 
Reinstate position
+$8,853

A 1910 4
Unallctd Insurance
Available/Final $



-$1,880

A 9040 8
Worker’s Comp Ins
Available/Final $



-$741







Totals

+$12,597

-$12,597

Motion made by Wendy Burton

Seconded by Margaret Fallon

Resolution #2C of 2020 adopted by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board members present as follows:  Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
Certified this 27th day of February 2020


Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

INSURANCE: Councilman Pepe reported that the Town’s insurance policies are done and complete, and that the Town’s officials’ undertakings can be completed at the March meeting.

PERSONNEL SUMMARY AND RESOLUTION: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Burton, and seconded by Frank Pepe, as follows:

2020 PERSONNEL & SALARY UPDATE RESOLUTION #2D of 2020
GENERAL FUND
Motion made by Wendy Burton

Seconded by Frank Pepe
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford engages periodic personnel and salary

Adjustments, and  

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to maintain a cumulative record of all such adjustments and 

Changes in order to provide a source document of Board approvals for all such approvals to be used in personnel and payroll verification and other audit functions,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of the Town of Stanford approves the personnel and salary adjustments in the General Fund as detailed below and approves the updated record of all personnel changes dated 2.27.20 to be filed:

Original
+Increase /
Position

Employee

Budget

-Decrease
Revised     
Explanation

Budget Officer

W. Burton

$ 4,162 
-$ 3,744
   $418
 
 Voluntary declination

Court Office Help
 t/b/d


$ 2,496**
+$ 3,744
$6,240  


Work load, new laws

Supervisor Secr
Jane Cottrell*

$29,172 (1)
-$14,742         $14,742


 
$18.50@ 780 Hrs

Tax Collector

Charles Hanlon 
$ 7,075 (2)
-$     482
$6,594     
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Salary correction


Town Board

Frank Pepe

$ 5,750 
-$  5,750
      $0    


Voluntary declination


Deputy Clerk(2)
Doreen Brown* 
$3,103 (3)  
+$ 5,750
$8,853   



$17.50@   491 hours

Bookkeeper

Karena Frenzel 
$38,653**
-$25,185
$13,468



$18.50@ 728 hours







   Net
Savings                           +$40,409 

*New Employee       ** Previously approved

Notes:

(1) Original budget for prior employee; (2) Erroneous original salary budgeted; (3) Original budget of $3,103 for “weekend” work transferred to “Deputy Clerk” sub account.
(4) Previously approved employee and salary
AND BE IN FURTHER RESOLVED that new employees will receive full salary upon being hired, beginning with their first pay period.
Roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
Resolution # 2D of 2020 adopted by the affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 27th day of February 2020


Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of January 9th Board meeting, the January 22nd Special Meeting and the February10th Workshop were approved as written on a motion made by Frank Pepe, seconded by Wendy Burton.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Charlotte Grasso, P. O. Box 419 – asked about the income for the Highway Fund. The Supervisor answered that for 2020 we’re fine, but final numbers are not in yet, hopefully soon.  If there’s a 2nd levy, will this affect the rebate program?  Frank Pepe said that program might well be eliminated, and added that the Court’s revenues will be higher than previously budgeted. If no other tax levy is done, the forecast for higher taxes may be inevitable.
Ryan Orton, Grange Secretary – the food pantry is open and has been used, and thanks the Board and the residents for their support.
Michelle Inzeo, 224 Shelley Hill Road – listened to the comments, this is a political nightmare and the town is fragmented.  Was told that most NYS homes are underwater and it will get worse.  We must come together in a bipartisan and respectful manner.  Will be filing for permanently disabled status to help get through things.  Needs to know how money is spent, and needs more dialogue with the Town Board.
Mark D’Agostino, Ernest Road – asked again to be part of a bipartisan panel for the Board meeting.  The supervisor’s power point only told half of the story.  The preliminary budget was filed and the Town Clerk certified the final budget – would she have done this if it was not legal? The Supervisor and Councilwoman Weinberger added that the budget was not amended properly, but not just done by only one or two people.  It will be litigated by the County and the State.
Henry Boehringer, Thompson Lane – please don’t remove political signs, don’t deflect your lack of transparency onto the Town Clerk, review capital plans of the old Board, and the Town was cited by having too much fund balance but the Board made all of these capital funds to move money away from the taxpayers.  Also understands the problems that seniors have.  The Town should also revisit who is on the Ethics Committee.
Claudia DeBellis, Charwill Drive – ending on a positive note, their dog will be coming in to visit the Town Clerk after his grooming.
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FEBRUARY ABSTRACT OF CLAIMS: A motion to approve the payment of the February Abstract was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger as follows: 

General Fund: Check #’s 5094, 5102 – 5161 in the amount of $62,929.07 
   
 [void checks #5101 and 5120-5121] 
       
{NYS Comptroller-Justice Court-ck.#5108- $11,185.00 and ck#5122-$13.468.00} 
Transfer Station: Check #’s 3094 – 3098 in the amount of $5,757.95

Stanfordville/Bangall Light: check # 3024 in the amount of $852.51

Highway Fund: Check #’s 3476 – 3558 in the amount of $109.440.08

 [void checks #3487-3534]

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to close the regular meeting and enter into an Executive Session regarding a personnel matter.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.

At 9:22 pm, the Board exited their Executive Session on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – absent.
With no action taken, the Town Board adjourned their meeting at 9:23pm.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.
Respectfully submitted,


Ritamary Bell
Town Clerk

