TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 14th, 2020


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, May 14th, 2020 via Zoom.  Supervisor Wendy Burton called the meeting to order at 7pm with the America the Beautiful being played, and thanked Nicole Juchem for setting up this meeting live.  This meeting will be aired live on Facebook with those watching having the ability to type in questions on Facebook.  The Supervisor dedicated the meeting in memory of former Town Justice Pat Valentino, who served in this capacity   The Supervisor read two wonderful tributes written by current Justice Dennis Smith and Court Clerk Carolyn Harklerode, who worked with Judge Valentino for the years he served, 1994 to 2005.

Roll call:  
Wendy Burton – present




Margaret Fallon – present




Mary Weinberger – present




Paul Coughlin – present




Frank Pepe - present

 

LIAISON REPORTS:
Councilman Coughlin had no report.

Councilwoman Fallon had no report.
Councilwoman Weinberger stated that a “Zoom” meeting had been held with her, Lauren Osterman, Rec. Director and the Supervisor’s secretary Jane Cottrell regarding the County’s guidelines for opening the Rec. season, and they were working on a draft plan to send to the County for their approval.  It was stated that day camps are “essential” but our Rec. program is not a day camp.  Discussion followed regarding a possible opening plan for the park.
Councilman Pepe reported that the ZBA had not met as they had no applications.

Supervisor Burton said that the Planning Board will be meeting via Zoom.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Burton stated that the Town Hall will have a “soft opening” on Monday, May 18th: all must wear masks, appointments only for residents as doors will remain locked, and are looking into reconfiguring a few offices and plexiglass dividers for the Clerk’s office.  Ms. Burton added that the month’s bank reconciliations are done and that all departments have been given, and will continue to get, monthly expenses and revenue reports.  There were a few glitches with the Highway but that is being fixed.  Bi-weekly DC Supervisors and Mayors calls with Marc Molinaro have dealt with Phase 1 of re-opening the County.
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA:

A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to accept the agenda with the following additions: from Frank Pepe, financial forecast and budget documents’ timeline, and from Ms. Burton, two bids to be approved.  With these additions noted, the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.TAX CERTIORARI RESOLUTION ACCEPTANCE: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to accept the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #5A OF 2020

TO ACCEPT THE JUDGEMENT OF THE COURT IN THE MATTER OF LINDA DAINES AGAINST THE TOWN OF STANFORD BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW AND THE ASSESOR

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS
In the Matter of the Application of

CONSENT JUDGMENT
LINDA DAINES, Petitioner,


For a Judicial Review under Article 7 of the Real Property

INDEX NO.  2019/53032
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Tax Law of Real Property Tax Assessments,










-against-



ASSIGNED JUDGE:








Honorable JAMES V. BRANDS

THE TOWN OF STANFORD, the BOARD OF

ASSESSMENT REVIEW and the ASSESSOR 

OF THE TOWN OF STANFORD,

The above petitioner having heretofore served and filed a Notice and Verified Petition to review the tax assessment fixed by the Town of Stanford for the assessment roll of 2019 upon certain real property located in the Town of Stanford, Dutchess County, New York and designated on the Official Assessment Map of the Town of Stanford for Parcel Tax Identification Number 135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road); and


The petitioner having appeared by Jeffrey Rothschild, Esq. of the law firm of Cappillino, Rothschild & Egan LLP, the respondents having appeared by Ian S. MacDonald, Esq. of the law firm of Mackey Butts & Wise LLP, attorneys for the Town of Stanford, and the parties having made their settlement, it is hereby


ORDERED, that the assessments on the property referred to herein, be and the same is hereby reduced, corrected, and fixed for the 2019 assessment roll as follows:

DESCRIPTION (Tax Identification Number): 135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road)

Assessment          Original 

Settlement 

Amount of
    

Roll                      Assessment

Assessment     
    
Reduction   

2019
                 $4,802,300.00
$4,000,000.00
            $802,300.00

and it is further


 ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that the settlement of the 2019 proceeding pursuant to the terms of this Consent Judgment is contingent upon the reduction of the 2020 assessed value of the subject property to $4,000,000.00 by stipulation on the 2020 Grievance Complaint Form; and it is further 


ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that the officer or officers having custody of the assessment roll upon which the above-mentioned assessment and any taxes levied thereon are entered shall correct the said entry in conformity with this Order and shall note upon the margin of said roll, opposite of said entry, that the same have been corrected by the authority of this Order, and it is further


ORDERED, that there shall be audited, allowed and paid to the petitioner by the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance or the Town of Stanford for Parcel Tax Identification Number  135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road), the amount of Town and ad valorem Special District taxes paid by the petitioner as taxes against the said erroneous assessment, if any, in the excess of what the taxes would have been had the said assessment made in the aforesaid year been determined by this Order, together with interest thereon from the date of payment thereof as provided by statute, provided, however, notwithstanding any other provisions herein to the contrary, interest shall be waived in the event that payment is made within sixty (60) days from the date of service of this Order with notice of entry, and it is further,


ORDERED AND DIRECTED, that the Commissioner of Finance of the County of Dutchess, State of New York, be and is hereby directed and authorized to audit, allow and pay to the petitioner for Parcel Tax Identification Number  135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road), the amount of County taxes paid by the petitioner as taxes against the erroneous assessment, if any, in excess of what the taxes would have been had the assessment been determined by this Order, together with interest thereon from the date of payment thereof as provided by statute; provided, however, notwithstanding any other provision herein to the contrary, interest shall be waived in the event that payment is made within sixth (60) days from the date of service of this Order upon the Commissioner of Finance with notice of entry, and it is further


ORDERED, that there shall be audited, allowed and paid to the petitioner by the Pine Plains Central School District, for the Parcel Tax Identification Number  135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road), the amount of school taxes, and library taxes if applicable, paid by the petitioner as taxes against the said erroneous assessment, if any, in excess of what the taxes would have been had the said assessment made in the aforesaid year been determined by this Order, together with interest from the date of payment thereof as provided by the statute, provided, however, notwithstanding any other provision herein to the contrary, interest shall be waived in the event that payment is made within sixty (60) days from the date of service of the Order with notice of entry, and it is further



ORDERED AND DIRECTED, that the Fire District or the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance, County of Dutchess, State of New York, be and is hereby directed and 

authorized to audit, allow and pay to the petitioner for Parcel Tax Identification Number  135200-6670-00-994188 (576 Cold Spring Road), where applicable, the amounts, if any, of County taxes and ad valorem Special District Taxes, if any, paid by the petitioner as taxes against the erroneous assessment in excess of what the taxes would have been if said assessment made in the aforesaid year had been as determined by this Order, with interest pursuant to §726 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York, from the date of payment, provided, however, notwithstanding any other provision herein to the contrary, interest shall be waived in the event that payment is made within sixty (60) days from the date of service of the Order with notice of entry, and it is further 


ORDERED AND DIRECTED, that unless paid within sixty (60) days from service of this Order and of the Audit and Demand for payment all tax refunds are to be made with statutory interest for the date the taxes indicated herein were paid, pursuant to §726 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York, and it is further


ORDERED AND DIRECTED, that all tax refunds hereinabove directed to be made by respondents, the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance, Town of Stanford, Pine Plains Central School District and/or any of the various taxing authorities, be made by check or draft payable to the order of Cappillino, Rothschild & Egan LLP, P.O. Box 390. Pawling, New York 12564 who are to hold the proceeds as trust funds for appropriate distribution, and who is to remain subject to the further jurisdiction of the Court in regard to its attorney’s lien, pursuant to Judiciary Law §475, and it is further


ORDERED, that this Order hereby constitutes and represents full settlement of the tax review proceedings herein, and there are no costs or allowances awarded to, by or against any of the parties, and that upon compliance with the terms of this Order, the above-entitled proceedings be and the same are settled and discontinued.



ORDERED, that this Order may be executed and delivered by exchange of facsimile signatures of the parties, or by exchange by e-mail of signed copies bearing the signatures of the parties. The facsimile or e-mail signatures shall be the same as original signatures in all respects, including, but not limited to, being admissible in evidence in any court. 

ORDERED, that this Order may be executed in counterparts. 

Signing and entry of the within

     Order is hereby consented to:

By: _____________________________________________

     Jeffrey Rothschild, Esq.



         Ian S. MacDonald, Esq. 

     Cappillino, Rothschild & Egan LLP

       Mackey Butts & Wise LLP 

     Attorneys for Petitioner



       Attorneys for Respondents

     7 Broad Street




       319 Mill Street

     P.O. Box 390




       Poughkeepsie, New York 12601

     Pawling, New York 12564



       (845) 677-452-4000

     (845) 855-5444

 Dated:                                     , 2020

                  Poughkeepsie, New York
SO ORDERED                                                        HON. JAMES V. BRANDS, J.S.C.
Motion made by Mary Weinberger, seconded by Paul Coughlin.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

Resolution #5A of 2020 was adopted by the unanimous affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 14th day of May 2020.

2.  MOTION FOR COMPUTER DISPOSAL TO STAFF MEMBERS:  After speaking with PCA, the Town’s IT company, it was determined that the now obsolete Town Hall computers could be disposed of, and if any Town Hall staff were wishing to, they could purchase these old computers for $18 each.  A motion to allow these employee purchases was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.
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3. EMAIL FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR CASCIANO: A motion was made by Frank pepe, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to give Lou Casciano, the Emergency Management Coordinator, a town email with no extra charge as we have one email unused.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

4. BRIGGS CEMETERY MARKER AND SUTHERLAND CEMETERY: Supervisor Burton thanked the Historical Society for their work on a Briggs Cemetery marker that has arrived, and there will be an installation ceremony sometime in the future.  She added that the NYS Historical Preservation Board is also considering the Sutherland Cemetery for an historical marker as well.
5. MEMORIAL DAY PARADE CANCELLED: The Supervisor also announced that the Memorial Day Parade to Bangall has been cancelled by the American Legion but perhaps there can be a Veterans Day Parade instead.
6. UNION CONTRACT AND BACK PAY: The contract with the Town and the Highway employees union, UPSEU, has been signed by both parties and the employees will be able to get their back pay/straight time increases from 2019 and up until this time in ’20.  The next payroll we will work on getting them their overtime that is due.
7. SPECIAL MEETING: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to hold a Special Meeting on Thursday, May 28th at 7pm to get the “FinCAP” committee’s extensive reports.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.
8. LIONS FLEA MARKET:  Announcement was also made that the Lions Flea Market for June 13th has also been postponed.  Brief discussion ensued that perhaps it can be held the same day as Community Day in September.
9. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS: The following Budget Resolutions were offered:
RESOLUTION #5B OF 2020
Motion made by Wendy Burton

Seconded by Mary Weinberger


WHEREAS the 2020 tax revenues were received after the need for the timely payment of the electricity bill for the Stanfordville Bangall Light District, and


WHEREAS the Stanfordville Bangall Light District Fund (SL) had insufficient balances to resolve the payment of the bill, and the General Fund (A) did have sufficient funds.


NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board approves the interfund transfer of funds in the amount of $2,000.00 from the General Fund (A) into the Stanfordville Bangall Light District Fund (SL) made on February 12th, 2020 and returned via transfer to the General Fund (A) on February 13th, 2020.

Roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

Resolution #5B of 2020 was adopted by the unanimous affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 14th day of May 2020.

RESOLUTION #5C OF 2020
Motion made by Wendy Burton

Seconded by Paul Coughlin


WHERERAS the Town of Stanford has been improperly using two revenue accounts, A3089 and A1120, in the budget development and in the accounting of sales tax revenue distributed by Dutchess County, and


WHEREAS

The State of New York categorizes revenue account A3089 as “State Aid – Other” and revenue account A1120 as “Non-Property Tax Distribution by County”, 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stanford will budget and record all taxes distributed from Dutchess County into Revenue account A1120 and restrict Revenue account A3089 for State Aid revenue as applicable.
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Roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

Resolution #5C of 2020 was adopted by the unanimous affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 14th day of May 2020.

GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION #5D OF 2020
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2020 General Fund Budget line items which will exceed the amount available in certain budget lines, and
WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford has funds available in other lines and needs to transfer such funds to provide for expenditures,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stanford hereby amends and transfers from and to budget lines listed below for the 2020 General Fund 
APPROPRIATIONS:
ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION 

PURPOSE
     $ INCREASE 
-DECREASE

A 1010 40 Contract Expenses 
Insufficient Approp.   +$300

A 1220 20 Supervisor Equipment
Insufficient Approp.   +$1,000

A 1330 40 Tax Collect Expenses 
Additional Expns       +$200

A 1420 40 Contract Attorney 

Ongoing Litigation     +$3,000

A 1670 20 Central Print Equip
Insufficient Approp     +$1,200 to be reviewed

A 7310 45 Haunted House 

Insufficient Approp     +$150 to be reviewed

A 1990 40 Contingency Acct 

Available Funds 


  -$5,850

Totals 



+$5,850 
  -$5,850
Roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

Resolution #5D of 2020 was adopted by the unanimous affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 14th day of May 2020.

Mention was made that, according to the State Comptroller’s office, budget transfers should be made monthly and before the expenditures occur.


Councilman Pepe discussed two items from his financial forecast for April ’20 and asked the Board to receive and accept this report.  The appropriations were suitable but there will be some movement among the accounts.  On the revenue side, with a 60% cut in tax revenue that will affect the town in 2021 and 2022, the pandemic has already impacted fines, mortgage taxes and building permits, noting that some of these were strong in the first few months, but the second half of 2020 and all of 2021 will be affected.  The Supervisor added that County Executive Molinaro has predicted a 40% to 50% drop in sales tax revenue.  Mr. Pepe stated that the 2nd page review was the most important with our accounting system.  Another document from the FinCAP committee covers policies and timelines for the budget development for next year, and that its most important to have a budget approved before the elections.
10. PERSONNEL ISSUES: 
· A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to accept the resignation of Karena Frenzel, who served as bookkeeper from January through part of May, with Mr. Pepe offering the Board’s thanks for her fie work.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

· A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to add Daniel Sherman’s name to the list of Highway employees.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

· A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to appoint Ritamary Bell as the secretary to the Board of Assessment Review.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

· A motion was made by Mary Weinberger, seconded by Wendy Burton, to approve payment of the Highway Superintendent’s annual stipend for preparing the Rec. Park and pumping the pond for the summer season.  Mr. Pepe added that this amount was allocated in the budget and has been a long-standing payment.
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Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

11. ANNUAL CEMEMTERY MAINTENANCE BID APPROVAL:  Beechtree Landscaping from Poughkeepsie was awarded the annual cemetery maintenance in the amount of $5,650.00 on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger. Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

12. APPROVE CONTINUED GRAVESTONE WORK BY “BEYOND THE GRAVESTONE’: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to approve the continued work of gravestone repair by “Beyond the Gravestone” at the Sutherland Cemetery in the amount of $7,350 that has already been included in this year’s budget.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

OTHER: The Supervisor announced that the Town Hall will be open on a limited basis, and that she had a discussion with Lou Casciano regarding bids for a “bio-remediation” or deep cleaning of the Town Hall.  The cost was expensive at $5,011.64 so discussions will continue.  After lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Frank Pepe, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to continue to look into engaging a cleaning service to protect employees and the public from the virus, not to exceed $5,000.  It was mentioned that the company Mr. Casciano had contacted were the only ones who were available immediately.  Additional discussions continued regarding signs for the tennis courts (open but with masks and social distancing)) but that the Rec. Park is closed.  A motion to approve the tennis courts being open was made by Paul Coughlin, seconded by Frank Pepe, with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

13. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the April 9th Town Board meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

14. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT: The May Abstract of Claims was approved for payment on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, as follows: General Fund – check #’s 5272-5307, in the amount of $18,924.79; Highway Fund – check #’s 3515-3627, in the amount of $14,694.10; Transfer Station – check #’s 3106-3109, in the amount of $6,592.41; and Street Lighting, check #3027 in the amount of $804.25.  Grand total of Abstract #5of 2020: $41,015.55.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Frank Pepe – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes.

QUESTIONS FROM FACEBOOK: 
· Ryan Orton & Katie Fallon – regarding the Flea Market on Community Day, that would take a lot of planning and discussions; no decisions have been made.  Frank Pepe asked if there would be a town representative to the Community Day planning meetings and Wendy will go, and Frank when he can.  The next meeting will be in 5/27 at 7pm via Zoom.
· The Supervisor mentioned that Jane Cottrell, her secretary, had applied to the Berkshire Taconic Foundation for a $3,000 grant for the Grange’s Food Pantry.
With no other business, a motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to adjourn the meeting at 8:22pm.  Motion carried with a roll call vote:  Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

Respectfully submitted,
Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
