TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 8th, 2020


The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, October 8th, 2020 via Zoom.  Supervisor Wendy Burton called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Laura Gilhooly.

Roll call:  
Wendy Burton – present




Margaret Fallon – present




Mary Weinberger – present




Paul Coughlin – present




Frank Pepe – present
Also in attendance at this Zoom meeting was Town Attorney Robert Butts.


Supervisor Burton dedicated this meeting in memory of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, adding that she was well respected by many and best of friends with former Justice Scalia.  She hoped that despite political differences, they would be role models for all of us.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Johanna and Mike Shafer, 21 Decker Road – reminded our residents that it is a federal offense to tamper with or remove political signs.
LIAISON REPORTS:
As the only Board member with a report, Supervisor Burton reported that the Planning Board had two pre-application conferences and a lot line adjustment and site plan approval.  She also stated that the Comprehensive Plan meeting topics covered agriculture, diversity land use in the center of town farming and farmers’ markets. Consultant Nina Peak was in attendance as well.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Supervisor Burton stated that the Town Hall generator had been fixed and had signed a contract with DS Electric to have an annual contract.  The Historical Society had commissioned a beautiful video of the 9/11 Memorial done by Mike Churton.  The County had a drive by parade for Memorial Day that went through all of the counties on the outer edge of the County, but now they are planning one for Veterans Day to include the inner towns, including Stanford (more details to follow).  The Town will be paying the County this month for the charges associated with printing assessment rolls and tax bills.  In 2018 this bill was not paid and the Town and was in arrears and had to pay a penalty.
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA:

A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to accept the agenda with the following additions: #6A – tennis court (pickleball) contract, #15 – acceptance of bank reconciliations and the Supervisor’s report and #9  With these additions noted, a roll call vote was taken:  Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.  Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:
1.  ADOPT SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY: After review of this Sexual Harassment Policy for the second time, a motion was made by Frank pepe, seconded by Wendy Burton, to approve its’ adoption.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. THANK YOU TO THE TOWN BOARD FROM ED ZICK: Kathie Spiers, secretary for the Fire Company, read a letter from Ed Zick, thanking the Town Board for allowing them to use the Town Hall hill for their beautiful 9/11 Memorial tribute.  Supervisor Burton responded that “our hill is your hill” and was honored to have it there.

2. FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PROCLAMATION: Supervisor Burton read the following proclamation:
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IN THE TOWN OF STANFORD
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WHEREAS, the Town of Stanford is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in and visiting Stanford; and
WHEREAS, fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are the locations where people are at greatest risk from fire; and
WHEREAS, home fires killed more than 2,630 people in the United States in 2017, according to the National Fire Protection Association, and fire departments in the United States responded to 357,000 home fires; and
WHEREAS, cooking is the leading cause of home fires in the United States where fire departments responded to more than 173,200 annually between 2013 and 2017; and  WHEREAS, two of every five home fires start in the kitchen with 31% of these fires resulting from unattended cooking; and 
WHEREAS, more than half of reported non-fatal home cooking fire injuries occurred when the victims tried to fight the fire themselves; and
WHEREAS, children under five face a higher risk of non-fire burns associated with cooking than being burned in a cooking fire
WHEREAS, Stanford residents should stay in the kitchen when frying food on the stovetop, keep a three-foot kid-free zone around cooking areas and keep anything that can catch fire away from stove tops; and WHEREAS, residents who have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and
WHEREAS, working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in reported home fires in half; and
WHEREAS, Stanford first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and
WHEREAS, Stanford residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and
WHEREAS, the 2020 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!” effectively serves to remind us to stay alert and use caution when cooking to reduce the risk of kitchen fires.
THEREFORE, I, Wendy Burton, Supervisor of the Town of Stanford, do hereby proclaim October 4-10, 2020, as Fire Prevention Week throughout this state, and I urge all the people of Stanford by checking their kitchens for fire hazards and using safe cooking practices during Fire Prevention Week 2020, and to support the many public safety activities and efforts of Stanford’s fire and emergency services.

A motion to accept this proclamation was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, with a roll call vote: Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

3. TOWN PHOTO CONTEST: Supervisor Burton announced that the Event Committee has started a fall photo contest for residents 13 years of age and up – “What I love about Stanford”.  Information is on the Town’s website and the winners will be posted.
4. TOWN CREDIT CARD: This matter was discussed: another town’s policy had been reviewed, the card would be in the Supervisor’s name only and would only be used in emergencies or when a vendor would only accept a credit card payment.  The Clerk did a survey of other towns’ usage of credit cards, and most who responded did use them.  Councilwoman Fallon noticed a small typo which will be corrected.  A motion was made by Frank Pepe to accept this credit card policy at its first reading and adopt at the November meeting, seconded by Mary Weinberger.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

5. AUDITOR ACCEPTANCE: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Frank Pepe, to appoint Ted Eglit Jr. as the auditor for the 2019 town records.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.
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6. ACCEPT HIGHWAY BIDS FOR 2021: On the recommendation of Highway Superintendent Jim Myers, Wendy Burton accepted all of the bids received for highway materials for 2021, allowing him the opportunity to use the next lowest bidder in the event that the low bidder cannot supply the Town with the proper quality or quantity of material ordered.  The motion was seconded by Paul Coughlin, with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.  Motion carried.

6A. OVAL TENNIS CONTRACT: A resolution to accept the contract to build the pickleball court by Oval Tennis, as donated from the Everett & Helen Cook Foundation,
was accepted with thanks by Frank Pepe and Mary Weinberger, who added that this was a great improvement for the Rec. programs.

RESOLUTION #10A of 2020

Authorizing the Town Board to enter into a Contract with Oval Tennis to create a Pickle Ball Court at the Town Recreation Park

At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Stanford (“Town Board”), held virtually through a Zoom Webinar on the 8th day of October, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., Town Supervisor, Wendy Burton, called the meeting to order, and Supervisor Wendy Burton, seconded by Councilwoman Mary Weinberger, moved the following resolution, 
WHEREAS,  the Everett and Helen Cook Foundation has offered to donate a Pickle Ball Court to the Town of Stanford’s Recreation Park and pay for the cost in its entirely of $13,190.00. [No tax will be charged due to our Tax-Exempt status]
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford enter into contract with OVAL TENNIS, contingent on the receipt of a gift in the same amount which has been ordered by The Everett and Helen Cook Foundation.


The following resolution was voted upon with all Board members as follows:

Wendy Burton – yes; Frank Pepe – yes;  Mary Weinberger – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; and Paul Coughlin – yes.
Resolution #10A of 2020 approved by the majority of affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 8th day of October 2020.

Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
Both Councilman Frank Pepe and Councilwoman Weinberger also thanked the Cooks for their generous gift that will improve the Rec. programs.  
7. OLD HIGHWAY GARAGE DEMOLITION: This matter was tabled until November.

8. DISSOLVE LANDFILL TRANSITION AND DRIVEWAY FUNDS: The Landfill Transition Reserve Fund dissolution was tabled until November.  The following resolution was read by Supervisor Burton:
                                               RESOLUTION #10B of 2020
Authorizing the Town Board to Dissolve the Town Driveway Fund #3009323 and deposit those funds into the Highway Capital Improvement Fund [846121] to begin its Replenishment
   
At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Stanford (“Town Board”), held virtually through a Zoom Webinar on the 8th day of October, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., Town Supervisor, Wendy Burton, called the meeting to order, and Supervisor Wendy Burton, seconded by Councilwoman Mary Weinberger, moved the following resolution, 
WHEREAS the Driveway Fund was created sometime in the 1980s as an Account for permits for citizens creating driveways, and


WHEREAS the funds in the Driveway Fund have remained unused going back to at least 2013 according to Bank Statements from the Stissing National Bank, now the Bank of  Millbrook,  currently totaling $11,186.54 and


WHEREAS bank statements from 2013, 2015, 2016 and 2020 are attached as verification,
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Stanford that the Driveway Fund may be dissolved with the funds deposited in the Highway Capital Improvement Fund which is severely depleted, currently carrying a balance of $82.70.
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The following resolution was voted upon with all Board members voting as follows:
Wendy Burton – yes; Frank Pepe – yes;  Mary Weinberger – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; and Paul Coughlin – no.
Resolution #10B of 2020 approved by the majority of affirmative votes of the Town of Stanford Town Board and certified this 8th day of October 2020.

Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk

Councilman Coughlin disagreed that these funds went into the Highway Fund; preferred the General Fund.

9. DUTCHESS COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION LIAISON: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Mary Weinberger, to appoint Councilman Frank Pepe to the DC Civil Rights Commission as Stanford’s liaison.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

10. DISCUSS JOINING STAMPS.COM: Discussion followed regarding the Town looking into using Stamps.com for postage.  The Supervisor stated that several other towns were using this, that it saved money on postage and there was a 4-week trial option.  A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to subscribe to this service.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

11. SWAP SHED AT TRANSFER STATION: Brief discussion regarding the plans for a swap shed at the Transfer Station:  no town money would be spent, materials would be donated and it could be like a barn raising, sometime in the spring.

12. BUDGET UPDATE: Two of four budget workshops have been completed, all expenses and revenue sections have been studied and so far, $46,878 has been cut from the 2020 budget for 2021. Councilman Pepe added that the Town will also be getting a lower rate on the commercial insurance.

13. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The following sets of Minutes were approved as written on a motion made by Paul Coughlin, seconded by Margaret Fallon: September 8th Special Meeting/Public Hearing, September 10th regular Town Board Meeting and September 21st Special Meeting.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

14.  APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #10 FOR OCTOBER 2020: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to approve the payment of Abstract #10 of 2020 as follows:  General Fund, check #s 5481-5530, in the amount of $54,930.32; Highway Fund, check #s 3718-3747, in the amount of $122,377.96; Transfer Station, check #s 3121-3124, in the amount of $5,244.33; Stanfordville/Bangall Light District (no Oct. billing); Capital Projects Fund, check #3006, in the amount of $2,170.00; and Escrow Fund, check #949, in the amount of $1,000.00.  Grand total of Abstract #10 of 2020: $185,722.61.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.  

15. ACCEPTANCE OF SUPERVISOR’S FINANCIAL REPORTS: A motion was made by Frank Pepe, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to accept the Supervisor’s report and bank reconciliations as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – yes; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:
Johanna Shafer, Decker Road – asked about the money in the Driveway Fund, with the Supervisor responding that there had only been 3 permits so far this year.

Kathie Spiers, Hunns Lake Road – asked about a cap on the credit card.  Ms. Burton replied that it would be capped at $2,000.
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Carl Merritt, 168 Creamery Road – asked about the red gates on Homan Road, and was this the property now the Land Conservancy?  Ms. Burton said, yes, the Winnikee Land Trust, which will be open for hiking and will post this on the website.
With no other matters to discuss, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon.  Motion carried with all present voting in favor.
______________________________

Respectfully submitted, 
Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
