TOWN OF STANFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 10th, 2021

The Town of Stanford Town Board convened for their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 10th, 2021 at the Stanford Town Hall.  Supervisor Wendy Burton called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm, and since this was the first “in person” meeting in over a year, she read the “Meeting Rules and Procedures.”  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Grange member Sasha Secor.


As it was recently Memorial Day and the 77th anniversary of D-Day, Supervisor Burton dedicated this meeting to all members of the military and their families, as well as to our fireman and police, and added that we all owe them our debt of thanks.
Roll call:  
Wendy Burton – present




Margaret Fallon – present




Mary Weinberger – absent




Paul Coughlin – present




Frank Pepe – present
Also in attendance at this meeting was Town Attorney Robert Butts.

LIAISON REPORTS: 

Councilman Paul Coughlin did not have a report.

Councilwoman Margaret Fallon did not have a report.
Councilman Frank Pepe said that the ZBA would be meeting on July 14th.  As the first Town liaison to be appointed to the D. C. Human Rights Council, he spoke of their recent meetings and that information could be found on their website.  He added that the Central Baptist Church on Rt. 82 was celebrating their 102nd anniversary, where two of our Town residents are members, and that it was sad that the Bangall Methodist Church would be closing in the near future.
Supervisor Burton, speaking for Councilwoman Mary Weinberger who was absent, that the Recreation program was in need of an assistant Recreation Director for the summer, that the soccer field had been hydro-seeded by D.C. Soil & Water (thanks to Hwy. Supt. Myer’s brilliant idea) and that the Rec. was looking for a small refrigerator/freezer for the park.
The Supervisor added some additional reports: that she had no new information on the Burdick Park plans but that they would be meeting in another week, and she had seen preliminary sketches for a boardwalk for a swampy area.  The Special Events Committee was looking for new volunteers to join them, with their Scrabble tournament this Saturday, and the “Knit -In”, cancelled due to bad weather, may be re-scheduled; James Cagney Day would be on July 17th for a movie at the Grange and a lecture at the Library for Mr. Cagney’s birthday, and were looking for some James Cagney memorabilia.  The Special Events Committee was also working on having an outside art exhibit.

 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: On Thursday, June 17th, the Town Board would be holding a Special Meeting / Public Hearing at 7PM on proposed Local Law #1 of 2021, a Local Law Authorizing the Town Board of the Town of Stanford to Prescribe Budgeting Process Deadlines in addition to those set forth on New York Town Law.

The Haunted Fortress electrical work was started the day before and should finish next week, with Antonio Ingenito and Councilman Pepe as part of the “team.”  The Capital Fund Raising Committee has started working to rejuvenate the Recreation Park.  And Deputy Town Clerk Doreen Brown was named “Citizen of the Year” by the Dutchess County Pomona Grange, adding that she was also last year’s Citizen of the Year from our own Grange for all the “hats she wears” as she helps so many.  And she reminded all to subscribe to the Town’s email newsletter.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:
Ryan Orton, secretary for the Stanford Grange – made mention of two upcoming events: all are invited to the Grange’s 125th Anniversary on July 10th, which will be outside and feature guest speakers, and planning for Community Day has started which will be as normal as possible, with the next planning meeting on June 30th.
Greg Smith, Route 82 – spoke of the very poor condition of Route 82.  He had contacted both Sue Serino and Didi Barrett and requested that the Town Board do a resolution to 
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help get the road repaired/repaved south of Town to Rt. 44.
Katie Fallon, President of the Stanford Grange – stated that she had just been elected to her second term as president and working with the Stanford Business Association and the Special Events Committee, they were planning a town-wide yard sale for July 16th, 17th and 18th which will tie in with James Cagney Day.  Interested participants can contact her but more details will follow.
Johanna Shafer, 21 Decker Road – asked about the clean-up plans for the Whitlock Preserve as currently it is unpassable.  Supervisor Burton replied that Beechtree Landscaping will be cleaning the area up soon.  Mrs. Shafer also spoke of the many military jet fly overs that make an awful lot of noise, asked about the credentials needed for the Rec. Director assistant and were they on the website, and thanked the Grange for sponsoring the Candidates night but asked if it could be done earlier and perhaps have it taped for others to see.
Claudia DeBellis, 265 Charwill Drive – said that it was wonderful to see everyone in person, and concurred with the noise jet flyovers, that she had to get off the phone while speaking with someone because of the noise.

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA: A motion was made by Paul Coughlin, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – absent; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. FARMERS’ MARKET DISCUSSION: The Grange wants to host a Farmers’ Market on their property and went to the Planning Board to see if a Special Use permit would be needed.  The Planning Board reviewed their request and suggested that the Town Board introduce a local law to make this a permitted use.  After brief discussion, Attorney Butts will investigate the issue as Red Hook has similar provisions but hopes to make it as simple and expeditious as possible.  Grange President Fallon added that she hoped a Farmers’ Market could be done weekly.
2. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PUBLIC HEARINGS: Supervisor Burton said that two public hearings will be held for the new Comprehensive Plan, the first of which will be Monday, June 28th at 7PM and went through the steps that will follow if the plan is adopted.
3. MILLBROOK SCHOOL DONATION: For informational purposes, the Millbrook School sent the Town a donation of $10,000.  They do a lot of work with our Planning Board.
4. DISCUSSION ON 5G SERVICE: Town Attorney Butts will start to study this issue to see if a zoning code amendment will be needed in the future.  Supervisor Burton read a portion of an article from the NYS Association of Towns magazine regarding this upcoming matter.
5. POLICIES UPDATE: Councilman Pepe has been updating the Town’s policies and the next one to be reviewed is the “Monetary Policy” which was read:
This was the first reading for this policy, the second will be in July and then adoption if approved.
Policy Section: Budget & Finance         Approval Date: 
Revisions: First Reading June 10, 2021

Policy: (02) (e) Collection of Cash/Checks Procedure

Summary: Establishes procedures for collections of money

Policy Purposes: To protect employees, volunteers, and Town.
Policy

To conform to suggested statewide policies, the Town of Stanford        employees/volunteers shall whenever collecting cash/checks for a       Town function or on behalf of the Town:

Turn all cash/checks in to the SUPERVISOR on the day OR EVENING OF the event

The Supervisor verifies the amount reported.
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Along with the cash/checks collected there shall be a              receipt copy or a cash register tape to reconcile the cash/checks collected. 
All cash transactions must have a receipt issued and one                              receipt copy retained.
This policy does not include the Town Court, Tax Collector, Town Clerk or the Bookkeeper whose offices already have regulations                        on depositing money that they collect.

6. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS SECRETARY- INCREASE IN HOURS: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon, to increase ZBA secretary Mary Dalton’s  hours from 2 hrs. to 6 per week.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – absent; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

7. FIREWORKS: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to have Rich Prentice and Fireworks Extravaganza do a fireworks show on Community Day to celebrate coming out of the pandemic.  The funding for this will be $3,000 from 01-06-7550-40 Celebrations and $2,000 from 00-01-1990-40 Contingency budget line.  Motion carried with a roll call vote: Wendy Burton – yes; Margaret Fallon – yes; Mary Weinberger – absent; Paul Coughlin – yes; Frank Pepe – yes.

8. SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS: The Supervisor gave her financial reports to the Board on 5/31/21: bank reconciliations, financial reports expenses and revenue reports and two payroll verifications.  She added that the expenses were well within 5/12’s of the year, the revenues were almost at 50% thanks to the Building Department.  A motion to approve the reports was made by Margaret Fallon, seconded by Frank Pepe.  Motion carried.
9. RESOLUTION #6A OF 2021 – GENERAL FUND BUDGET RESOLUTION: the following resolution was read by Supervisor Burton:

Budget Resolution # 6A -- General Fund
Budget Transfers June 10 , 2021

Motion made by: Frank Pepe
Seconded by: Margaret Fallon
Whereas the Town of Stanford has expenditures for the adopted 2021 General Fund budget lines that will exceed the amount of fund available in these certain budget lines, and

Whereas, the General Fund has funds available in other lines and needs to transfer such funds to provide for expenditures,

Whereas, the Town Assessor’s Budget Line for Assessments and Legal Settlements was insufficiently funded (00-01-1355-42), and the appropriations were put in the Judgement and Claims budget Line (00-01-1930-40)

Now therefore be it resolved that the Town of Stanford Town Board hereby amends and transfers from and to budget lines listed below for FY 2021:

ACCOUNT
        DESCRIPTION
              
INCREASE

DECREASE

00-01-1355-42       Assessments & Claims

$10,000.00         




00-01-1930-40       Judgement and Claims




 $10,000.00         
Roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton – yes, Margaret Fallon – yes, Mary Weinberger – absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 
Resolution # 6A OF 2021 adopted by the affirmative votes of the Stanford Town Board members present and certified this 10th day of June 2021.  Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
10. RESOLUTION #6B OF 2021 – CELEBRATIONS SAVINGS ACCOUNT: The following resolution was read by Supervisor Burton:
Resolution 6B
To Create an Interest-Bearing Savings Account for the Celebration of the 2025-2026 American Sestercentennial 

Motion made by: Paul Coughlin

Seconded by: Margaret Fallon
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Whereas the Town Board of the Town of Stanford has approached by the Town Historian to set aside funds for a town-wide celebration of America’s 250th Birthday, and

Whereas there has not be a town-wide celebration on a major scale since 1993, the 200th birthday of the Town of Stanford, 
Now therefore be it resolved the Town Board of the Town of Stanford create a Celebrations account at the Bank of Millbrook and move $10,000 out of the Unallocated General Fund Balance to prepare for our country’s Sestercentennial Celebration. 
Roll call vote as follows: Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 
Resolution # 6B OF 2021 adopted by the affirmative votes of the Stanford Town Board members present and certified this 10th day of June 2021.  Ritamary Bell, Town Clerk
11. AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDING UPDATE: Supervisor Burton and Councilman Coughlin are working on this planned funding via the State, but the instructions have not been very forthcoming from the Treasury Dept. Smaller towns are their last priority.  Application is to be done through a formula and cannot be more than 75% of the town budget, but it is a slow process even though an account has already been set up.

12. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The Minutes of the May 13th Town Board meeting were approved as written on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Margaret Fallon.  Roll call: Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes.  Motion carried.

13. APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #6 FOR JUNE 2021: The Abstract of Claims #6 for June 2021 were approved on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, as follows:

 Abstract #6:

General Fund – ck.#s 5915-5965, in the amount of $64,047.44
Highway Fund – ck.#s 3894-3906 in the amount of  $18,580.09

Capital Projects – ck.# 3015-3016 in the amount of $17,678.76

Highway Vehicle Fund- ck# 2445-2456 in the amount


                                                        of $2,850.00

(Escrow Fund: ck.#1003 in the amount of $210.00)

Total for Abstract #6 of 2021:  $103,366.29


Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 

14. OTHER: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to approve the new hire of Joseph Colclough as the new Highway HMEO.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 

15. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  
Mike Shafer, Decker Road – commended the Board on working so well together and sees the Town coming alive, and commended Frank Pepe as our representative for diversity at the Town and County level.
Nathan Lavertue, 2145 Bulls Head Road – congratulated the Town on coming up with the fireworks idea, and stated that he would be happy to help any policy updates, and would also be happy to work with Mr. Smith on the Route 82 issue.
Ryan Orton from the Grange – Covid has forced us to do and think things differently so changing the Candidates night date and format will be considered.
16. EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to close the regular meeting and go into an Executive Session regarding personnel at 7:55PM.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 


The Town Board exited their Executive Session at 8:25PM on a motion made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Frank Pepe.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as 
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follows:  Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 


A motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to appoint William Moriarty to the Planning Board.  Motion carried with a roll call vote as follows:  Wendy Burton - yes, Margaret Fallon - yes, Mary Weinberger - absent, Paul Coughlin – yes, Frank Pepe – yes. 


Councilwoman Margaret Fallon congratulated the Pine Plains Girls’ softball team on reaching the Section 9 championships.


With no other matters to attend to, a motion was made by Wendy Burton, seconded by Paul Coughlin, to adjourn at 8:27PM.  Motion carried with all voting in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________________
Ritamary Bell 
Town Clerk
